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CER TAYNE REASONS 


and Arguments 


Proving thatitisnot lawfull to heare 


or haveany ſpirituall communion with 
the preſent Miniſterie 
of the Church 


of England. 


Ter. 50. 14. 19. 

Put your ſelves in aray againſt Babel round «about , all that 
bend the bow, ſhoot at her, ſpare not arrowes: for ſhe bath ſin- 
ned againit the Lord. 

Cry againſt her round about, ſhe hath given her hand, her 


foundations be folk her Walley be deſtroyed: becauſe it js the 
vengeance of the Lord , take vengeance wpon her: as ſhe bath 
done, do wmo her . 


Rev. 18.6, 
Reward her even as ſhe hath rewarded you, and double wn- 
70 her doubles according to her Workes: in the up Wherein ſ he 
bath mixed,mixe her the double. 


Printed, 
In the yearc of our Lotd: 
1608, 
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A Table of ſome principall things 
conteyned in this Treatiſe, 


—_— it is not lawfull to heare or haue any ſpiritual communi- 
on With other Minifterie then that Which Chri#t hath given 
 ento by Church , P42. 1. 17. 5I. 63.70. 78. 
#7.93- Oc, 
That the MiniFery given by Chriſt , rs of Apoſtles, Prophets, 
Ewvaneeliits , Paſtors aud Teachers , poten of Ephel. 4. 
| » 2+ 4o So Jo 22. &' 6. 
That the Miniſters of the Church f Enzland are none of 
theſe. . 3. CC. 
Of the obieftion made about hearing the Scribes and Pha- 
Piſces, — —— _ "YY 
That the Miniſtery of the Church of Enel. is the Miniite= 
gy of antichriſts Apoſtaſie . 18, (fo 
Ot the Prelates being ſpirituall Lords, Dioceſan and Pro- 
winciall Biſ hops , Antichriſtjan wſurpers, 8&C,—p.19. G6. and 
P- 70- 71.191, 192.110, | 
Of the examples of Timothee and Titus alledged for 
pe 22.6% 
Two Dneſtions , about the ordinance of Chriſt, and the 
apoſtaſie of Amtichriit , tonching the Miniitery and governe« 
ment of the Church, —þ. 26. 
How the Minifters of the Church of England are made 
Deacons, Priefts, Biſhops aud Archbiſhops: And Wherevnto 
they ſubſcribe, Þ. 30. fe 
That the Minittery of that Church obeyeth not Chriit in his 
ordinance 43 their Prophet Prieft and King, - P. 39+ 105» 
That it © ſet againſt and exalted above the holy _/ 
P an 


them. 
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| A Table, 
and conftirutions of Chriſt. 
That it apperteyneth not properly to any effate,civill or eccle.. 
ſoaſticall,but onely to the body ana religion of Antichriſt $.42,4.7. 
That the King may and oneht to ſuppreſſe it throughout his 
Domrnions. Pp. 44. 
That the Lord Will aboliſh it , by the light and powe 
of hs Gopell, With the ſpirit of ha mouth and brightnes of 
his coming, |  _ þ- 46. 
 Thatthe Miniſters With the people in that eſtate Worſ bp the 
Beaits image, and receive his mark in the forehead or hand. 


— — - 4T. 


.5I. Oc. | 
4 That they derive not their power and funttion: of Miniſles 
rie from Chri#t the | head of the Church. þ. 63. Oc 


That though they be of good gifts and teach many true aoc- 
grines, yet it is no Warrant to communicate With their Miniſte- 


re | þ+ 66. 75.92, 
That they Work pon the conſciences of men by vertueof 4 
falſe ' ſpiritual calling, P. 70. 109.110, 
Of the Apoitles mot ceaſing to preach in the Name of leſus, 
at the commandement of the Rulers of Iſrael. pe 73+ T4 
That the Miniſterie of the Church of Engl. is 4 flraunge Mi- 
niſtery, Þe 78.06 


Of the conſpiracy of Corah Dathan Abiram &c. p. 79. 

. 7s it « valawtull to preſent our bodies at falſe Worſhip. 
«$1, &c. 

F Of Naamans example alledeedfor that purpoſe. p.8$1, 

That the Minierie of the Church of England is not from 

heaven, but of men, þ. 87. 

That it giveth honour to Antichriſt, and is derogatory to 

the reformed Churches, P95» 

Divers teftimonies of their owne, and of the Mart yrs & 

others, again? their Minifterie and Church eitate , p. 6.13.15. 


21.430» 3743 6,41+44+59+05473:70-79+88.93.0%» 
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A Table, 
iſo the grounds of Mr Bradſh, Arguments, and of the 
Leiiden, Lincolnſhire, Devonſhire,and other ſilenced Mimiters, 
their Exceptions, Abrideement, T vers , and Offers, applyed 
a24inſt them, P93. Oc 


Faultes nog 


Pag. 63. lin. 6.& 7.rcad thus: of Engl. = ſuch zs dergveth not, 

Pag. 78. lin. 22. Num. 15. 39. 

Pag. 8s. lin. 8. will from the hote . 

Pag. 94. line 29. (annexthisin ſuch of the books where 
it is wanting ) and God muſt have no ſolemne Wor (hip in 
England, except it be in communion With the ſame, 

Pag. 95. lin. 79. putin the margent, My Bradſh. Areum.2. 

Pag. 119. lin. 10. annex this, And their onne reaſo ons alled- 
ged againſt the wſeof the Ceremonies do alſs prove it. 


— — —_ 


— 


—_— 


To the Chriſtian Readey , eyace 4nd pea 
in or Lord leſws Chriſt. 


He Reaſons following , Thave publiſhed ( gentle Rea- 
der) for thy good, and tor the truthes fake which we wits 
nes to the world. The cauſes of our ſeparation from the 
Church of England are divers, 2s in other Books already 
printed may be ſcen, This treatiſe handleth purpoſely 
bur one of them , which is concerning their prelent Mint- 
ſerie : and was ( for the ſubſtance of it ) written long ſynce in nine 
Reaſons , which now I have reviſed and reduced to ſeven. In the pro- 
pounding and handling whereof, I have both inſerted divers things 
which I met with in ſome writings of Mr /ohn Perry that faithfull Mar- 
eyr of Ieſus Chriſt; and annexed jundry teſtimonies and Arguments out 
of the Books of the forward Preachers now abroad in mens hands, 
The third Reaſon, which is taken out of Rev. 14. 5. 10. 17, hath his 
' weight according to the right vnderſtanding of that place. Concerning 
| which (as Ar Ridley that blefſed Martyr of Chriſt f did in his time) I * See berts 
will commit the judgement thereof, and of all the reſt, to the firitnall Yer » þ+ 5 * 
man: tobetryed and.judged by the word of God, which is the onely 
rule of truth ; and fo to be received and approved , as they thalbe found 
to beare weight, being layd in the ſkoales of Gods ſanCtuary ; & noe 
any otherwiſe or further at all, 
The Reaſons arc ſet downe in the forme of Syllogiſmes. And the 
ewo firſt (Which conteyne in them the grounds of the reſt) have more 
ſpecially the confirmation of them allo handled atter the ſame..manner, 
A courſe that ſome have deſired for the further tryall of our cauſe, 
Which now I wiſh it may help them forward to yeeld vnto the truth. 
And if thy ſelf (Chriſtian Reader) reapeſt any fruit by our labours,give 
God praiſe, and pray for vs the vnworthielt of his ſeryants, Who are e- 
very where contemned blaſphemed and oppugned, for the Name of 
Chriſt: As hath ben the lot of the Churches and ſervants of God in 7*r-99.77. 
all ages , yea and of Chriſt our Lord himſelf. But r «: ynough for the dij- Mat. 5.12. 
ciple to be as his Maiſter, and the ſervant as his Lord, Theretore will we and 10 25, 
beareir with pacience, and rejoyce in it: Wayting till the Lord our Heb. 13. 2. 
God bring forth his truth as the light , & our judgement as the noone #7 Per. 14d 
day. Great (we know) 15 the truth , and ftrong 1s the Lord, that will &c» 
deftroy Babylon, and will mainteyne the cauſe and avenge the blood of 
his ſervants. KeS. 17, aud 18. ard 1 9. chap. with ler.yo. and jr. ch. 
Now therefore let mz exhorr all, both Preachers and people, high 
and low, to compare together the Scriptures of the Prophers and A- 
poltles concerning the work of God and fall of Babylon paſt and to 
come; and to take heed vnto themſelves, that they harden nor their 
hearts, but whilesit is called To day, to hearken vnto the voice of the 


Lord, Who ſayth yato vs concegning the ſpuituall Babylon & all her af- 
; {emblicy 


TER Poa "> 


The Prefuce. 


ſemblies and worſhip , Gs out of her my people , that yee partake not 
with her ſinner, and that ye receive not of her plagues: 25 of old he ſayd to 
the lewes concerning Babylon in Chaldea, Go ot of the middes of her my 
people, tg deliver ye every man bit ſoule #5 the fierce wrath of the Lord, Rev. 
"/or. $0.24, 14.4. with ler, fr. 45. And let there be heard, * the voyce of them 
with Rev, x g that flee and eſcape out of the land of Babel, to declare in Zion the vengeance 
1.23. of the Lord our God, the vengeance of his Temple. For it is written, Thus 


favth the Lordof boſts , The thick walles of Babel fhalbe broken downe , and her 
high gates fſhalbe burnt with fire ; and the people ſhall labour in vayne , and the 
folk,m the fire, and ſbalbe weary. fer, Fr, 59. Which how true it is & 
wilbe found in the Antichriitian Babylon, as it hath ben in the Chalde- 
an, letall thatare wiſe obſerve, & make good vie thereof vnto them- 
ſelves. 

And in ſpeciall /as now I haye occaſion) let me intreat the Preachers 
ſeeking reformation, ſeriouſly ro mynd the Books which many of them 
ſelves have written againlt their preſent eſtate, & with indifferency to 
judge whether their owne Arguments ( howloever intended or alled- 
ged otherwiſe by themſelves) rely nor vpon ſuch grounds, as are in 
very deed againſt their Miniſtery , aſwell as againſt their Ceremonies; 
azainſt the executing of the one, aſwel as againſt the vſing of the other; 
& withallagainſt the keeping of communion with them 1n ſuch eſtate: 
albeic they have not hitherto,ſo applyed or acknowledged it thelelves, 
Which God in his tyme give them to do for their owne comfort & be- 
nefic of others, | | 

And the Lord guyde vs in theſe and all other things by his word and 
ſpiritin the way of his eruth , keeping vs from errour and every evill 
way, an4 preſerving vs to his heavealy kingdome,by leſus Chriſt: wha 
w the way ,the truth, and cthelite , Amen. 4 


Thyne in the Lord: 


Franck lobnſon. 
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REASONS 


and proofes from the Scriptures, 
and other teſtimonies, 


Shewing that it is not lawful to heare or 


haveany ſpintual communion with 


the preſent Miniſterie of the Church- 
aſſemblies of England, 


The fiſt Reaſon. 


£9 Ll ave berrd in the Woorchip of Cod to hear and coms- 
"2 municate wely With that Miniſterie Which Chriſt 
& varh civen,ard ſet in bis Church, for that Work. 
YG 7utthepreſert Miniſſerie of the Church-aſſems. 
SS blics of Fngland is net that Which Chriſt hath etven, 
and ſet in h's Church, for the Work of bus Miniſtery, 
Therfore it is not lawfu! for any in the Wworship of Cod to hear 
or communicate With the preſent Miniſtery of the Church-aſſem- 
biyes of England, | 


The proof and declaration of this Reaſon, 
in the (ſeveral parts thereof, 


$ hn Propoſition or firſt part of the Reaſon is evident 
: 4 and certayn : 1. Becauſe Chriſt hath given his Mi- 
niſterie to his Church, as a fruit and confirmation of his 
aſcenſion into heaven, whoſe gift therfore cannot therin 
be refuſed without denying or derogating from the truth 
and bencfit of that his aſcenſion . Fphe. 4. $,--12. with If. 
OF, 19. 1 Cor, 12. 4. Rev. 1. 13. 16.17. 18. 20, 
2. Becauſe hc hath ſet his Miniſterie in his Church, 
as Loid and King thc:of, w hoſe appointment therefore 
A may 
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z The farit Reaſon | 
may not be altered or diſobeyed. 1 Cor. 12. 5. 28. Vth 
Heb. 3.5.9.& 9. 10. 11. Mu. 1.6. Luk, 6. 46. and 19.27. 
Col. 4.17. 1Theſſ.5.12. Rev. 1.5-13- 10. 22. 19.19. 

3- Becaule he buildeth.and worketh by and in 
his owne Miniſtcrie, as God , who is gracious and 
powerfal, working all in all,to whom therfore in his wor- 
ſhip all ſubmiſſion and obedience is to be yeelded in his 
own Miniſterie onely,and in no other whatſoever. 1. Cor. 
12.6. 28, With Heb, 3, 3. 4. 1 The. 4.8. 17m 3.1,- 15, 
Rev, 1. 8.16. 20, and 2, 1. 3+ le 14- 

4+ Becauſe to his owne Miniſterie onely, he calleth 
his pzople and promiſeth his preſence and bleſſing: to as 
in rejeting it & admitting another, men do (as much as 
in them lyerh) reje& and refuſe his bleſſed preſence, and 
deny the obedience which they ow varto him. Mz. 22. 
20, Lukq1 0. 16, 10h.13. 20. 1 Tim. 3. 1.15. 0.3445. 13+ 14+ 
Rev. 2/1, and 3.1.mith Lev. 26.11, 12.15.16. Dent. 33. 


10, 1141fa, 62.6.7. 8. ler. 3.15. Zach. 14. 20. 21, 2 Theſ. 2. 


3+ 4+ 10.15.10. 17, REV. 22.12. 19. 20. 


—"— Aſſumption or latter part of the Reaſon, is pro- 


vcd thus ; 


The Minifterie which Chriſt hath given and ſet in his 
Church, is of Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangcliſts, Paſtors, 
and Teachers, ſpoken of Fpheſ. 4. 11. 12, 

But the preſent Miniſterie of the Church of England 
is none of rhoſe, ſpoken of Fphe. 4. 11. 12. 

Therfore it is not the Miniſterie which Chriſt hath 
given and ſctin his Church. 


The Propoſition is playn and vndenyable. 
The Aſſumption is ſhewed chus: 


- >» 0 eee 
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Againſt hearing the Minift, of Fnel. 3 

The preſent Miniſtery of the Church of Engl, is of 
Prclates, Prieſts,and Deacons: 

But neyiher the Prelates, Prieſts, nor Deacons of that 
Church be Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangeliſts, Paſtors or 
1c:chers, ipoken of Fphe. 4. 11. 12. 

1 hctore the preſent Miniſtery of that Churchis none 
of thcoic, ſpoken of Fphe, 4.11. 12. 


The Propoſition is manifeſt by their Law, & conſtitu- 
tion. 11c Law of that Church eſtabliſheth not nor admit- 
tethany other Miniſtery, but that of their Prelacy Prie/f- 
hoad and Deaconry, received among themielves or trom the 
Papilis . Their conſ itution is ſuch,as al the Miniſters of 
that Church muſt be Prie//s or Deacons, And thele alſo 
eyther in a ſupcriouvr degree, as zhe Prelates, the Lordbi- 
ſhops, Archbs, Suffraganes, &c. or in an inferiour, as the 
Parſons, Vicars , Stipendaries, Chapleynes, &c. 


The Aſſumption is thus proved: 
And firſt concerning the three firſfſpoken of Fphe. 4.11, 


The offices of the Apoſtles, Prophets, and Evangeliſts, 
were extraordinary & the chiefeſt appointed by chriſt,tor 
ſpecial imploymet,inlaying the foundatis of the Chriſtia 
church & religio through the world, preaching the Gol- 
pel every where, ereQing the kingdom of God in alnati- 
ons,opening & foretelling the things revealed vnto them 
by the holy Ghoſt, planting the Primitive Churches, 
and ſetling them in the faith and ordinance of Iecſus 
Chriſt which ſhould continue to the end of the world, 
&C. 

But ſuch are not the offices of the Prelates, Prieſts, 
or Dcacons of the Church of England . 
A 2 Therfore 
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4 The fir? Reaſon 

Taerfore they are not the Apaltles, Prophets,or Evan- 
geliſts, ſpoken of Ephe. 4. 11. 

More particularly : 

The Apoles ſpoken of Ephe . 4. 11. wereſuch, as every 
one ofthem had & were to have theſe properties, That 
with their eyes they had ſeen the L. leſus, 1 /0%. 1.1.1 Cor, 
9.1. 414 15.7.8.9, AF. 10.39.40. 41. That by him imme- 
diately they were appointed to that office, Mt . 2#. 18, 
19. AF. 1. 2.24, 25. 26. With Prov. 16.33. Gl. t. 1. That 
of him (andnotof nan) they received the dotrine and 
commandements which they delivered tothe Churches, 
Mat. 28, 20. AGF. 1. 2.0 4- 13. Gal. 1.12.0 2.06. ce. That 
they were ſent into the whole world to preac'1 the Goſpel 
to everie creature, to the [ewes and G-ntiles of all nati- 
ons, Mat. 28.19. 20. Mar, 16. 15. Ron. 15. 19. ' AT. 9. 1s, 
and 13. and r4 chap. 77 Thatas Maiſter-builders they 
layd the foundation which ſhould alway continue to the 


_ end, Math, 28: 19. 20, With 1 Cor. 3. 10. 11. Fphe. 2.20. & 


4 11.12, 73, Rev. 27,14. That they ſhould all be of e- 
quall authority, 47. 20, 25. 25. 27. 2 Cor 12, 11. Gal. 2.9, 
Rev. 21.14. Thatthey w:re filled with the gifts of the 
holy Ghoſt , with variety of tongues, ability to pro- 
phecy, power to work miracles, and to ſh2w vndoubted 
argumets of their Apoſtleſhip,&c.AF.2.03.& 4. $.h, 
C&cwith 10h.16.13  20.21.22.1 Cor.14. 19.07 2C07.12-11.12, 

But ſuch are not the Pcelates Prieſts or Deacons in 
the Church of England. 

Therfore they are not the Apoſtles, ſpoken of Fphe.,.1r. 
And Paul ſayth,that God ſet forth him and Barnabas the 
laſt Apoſtles, appointed to death, 8&c. 1 Cor. 4. 9. It they 

zrc the laſt, how ſhal we now look for any mo after 

them? Or it any wil yetſo think of themſelves or others, 

we may be ſurethe tryall of them by the word of _ 
W 
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Aeain(} hearing the Miniſt, of nel. s 
wil evince them to be ſuchas the Church of Epheſus foſid 
to be lyars, which ſaid they were poſes, but were not 
ſoin deed. Kev. 2. 2. 


The Prophers, ſpoken of Fphe. 4.11. were ſuch as(with 
the Apoſtles) had the Goſpel revealed vnto them by the 
Spirit, and delivered it for the foundation of the Chriſti- 
an Churches and religion, and by ſpeciall revelation 0- 
pened &applycd the Scriptures of the former Prophets, 
and in waighty caſes forctold things to come, as by the 
holy Ghoſt was ſhewed vnto them . Zpheſ. 3. 5. 42d 2. 20. 
With 4.11. 12. 1 Cor. 12. 28. /@. 11. 28, and 21. 10,11, 

Bur ſuch are not the Prelates Pricſts or Deacons of the 
Church of England. 
Therfore they arc not the Prophets,ſpok@ of Fphe, 4 11, 


The Franzeli/5,ſpoken of Fphe.q.11.were ſuch as having 


appointment & direction by the Spirit or the Apoſtles, 


preached the Goſpel abroad, and brought the Churches 
to a ſerled eſtate, according to the order preſcribed them 
by the Apoſtles, whoſe companions and aſſiſtants they 
were, going whither chey ſentthem, and returning whi- 
ther they would have them. 4@7.21,8. With chap. 8. 5.12.26 
29. 3043S. 39. 40. 2 Tim, 4+ 5.9. 10. 11. With Rom, 10. 21, 
1 Cor. 4. 17. and 16. 10, 2 Cor. 1,119. Phil.2, 19.22. 1 Thef. 
3. 2.6, 17im. 1.2.3. Oc. and with Af. 16.1, 3, and 17. 14. 
1s. and 18, 5.4nd 19.22. and 20. 4. Col.4.10. 11. ith 0, 
Is. 39. 40. Tit. 1.4. $.4nd 3.12. With 2 Cor. 8, 23, 

Bur ſuch are not the Prelates Prieſts or Deacons of the 
Church of England. 

Therfore they are not the Evangeliſts, ſpoken of E- 


phe. 4. 11, 


The: Propoſitions of chele particular reaſons are evi- 
A3 vident 


—_ 
pi 6 | The firſt Reaſon 


dent by the ſcriptures annexed vnto them, 

Tne Aſſumptions are ſo playne as they need no proof 
atall. And ifany would deny them, they ar bound them- 
{elves toſhew the contrary by the Scriptures : Which 
none can ever do. 


« Now as the Prelates Prieſts 8& Deacons of the church 
of England are not Apoſtles, Prophets, or Evangeliſts, 
ſpoken of Fphe. 4. 11.10 neyther are they Paſtors or Tea- 
chers there ſpoken of by the Apoſtle. Which now we 
wil allo prove. 

But firſt (for further clearing of the truth and better 
diſcerning of their eſtate) itis to be obſerved here, that 
*3-;des, Bit. Albcit themſelyes take it for granted that tiicy have theſe 
ſen ge. offices in their Church,yet they neyther have agreed nor 
t/hirgife a- Can agree among themſelves who they bethat haverthem, 
g4in#T.C.p. whether the prelates,or the other prieſts,8&c. but are at a 
177. Andr. great jarre andin deed at aplayne contradition among 
#72 the 2.Con- 
fe. nh as. themſelves hereabour, Many of the Prelates and For- 
Barrow, maliſts ſay, * that their Archbishops and Bishops are Paſ9ors &f 
+Mr. Sperin; Teachers , Some of them ſay, 'rhat 4 Bichop ts ſupertor both in 
M. Egerton, Office and gifts to a Paitor , Many of the Retormilts ſay, that 
_ prey */he learned and painfu! Parſons of Parishes and Lefturine prea- 
M. taceb, jy hers amoug them are Paſtors and Teachers, Others of them 
their wi- May, | they want Paſtors and Teachers and all the offices appointed 
Emmgs, by Chriſt to hus Church; that the Prelates robbe the Church of 
fMr.Chader- of 1aWful Paſtors Elders and Deacons; that their Purſor:, Vicars, 
as * Parish Prieſts, Stipendaries, and the veſt, came from the Pope 44 
Rom. 12. þ. 04 of the Troiane horſes belly to the deſtruction of Gods kinzdome, 
33-25%. that hey arethe Prelates new creatures, and that the Church of” 
RE In Be God never knew them . And all the ſeekers of Reformation 
&:, have ſhewed to the Parliament heretofore, that che names 
and offices of archbishops, Archdeacons,Lordbisheps,and the reſt, 
| are 
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Aeninſt hearing the Minsft, of Engl. 7 
are together V.ith their government drawen ont of the Popes i, 
and contrary tothe Siriptures; that the Parſons , Vicars, Parish— 
prieſts, and Stipendaries, be bi: ds of the ſame fether, and that 
thcy bave an /nicbriſ{tan hierarchie and pepich ordering of Mi- 
miſters, ſirange fem the word of God ard the we of all well re- 
formed Churches in the World. Thus are themlclves confoun- 
ded, and thus are their tounges divided. Yet ccaſe they 
not ſtil] to plead for Paal, and to bring balme for the ſore 
of Pabel, which cannot be healed . Jer. 51. &. 9. 58. 6g. 
nith Rev. 18. chap. 

And now to proceed, we wil ſhew by the Scriptures, 
that none ofthe Miniſters of that Church have the office 
of Paſtors or Teachers ſpoken of by the Apoſtle, Zphe.q. 
11, Which we prove thus; 


1. The Paſtors and Teachers, ſpoken of Fphe. 4. 11. 
have their offices, callings, adminiſtration, and mainte- 
nance ordeyned by Chriſt in his Teſtament. 

But the Prelates Prieſts & Deacons of the Church of 
England have not their offices, callings, miniſtration & 
maintenance ordcyned by Chriſt in his Teſtament, 

Therfore the Prelates Prieſts & Deacons of the church 
of England are not Paſtors & Teachers,ſpoken of Zphe. 


4+ IT, 


The truth of the Propoſition appeareth by that place 
of Fphe. 4.4.11, 127 & Rom. 12. 7. 8A. I 4. 33. and 20. 
17.28, Heb, .f, 4+. Col. 4.17, 1 Theſ., 5.12, 13. 14-1 Pet. 5, 
I. 2. 3. Rev, 2. andz.chap, and 22. 18.19. 1 Cor. 4.1.2. and 
5. 4+ $. and 9.14. and 11.23.24. 25.26, and 12.28.Gal, 6, 
6. .andthro:ghout the Fpiſtles to Timothee and Titus : With other 
like Scriptures, 


The truth of the Aſſumption appeareth by their con- 
ſtitution 


TO g—_— — — 
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ſtitution and praQiſe, inaſmuch as their offices of Prelacy, 


Prieſthood, Deaconry, their calling & entrance according } 


+27r.Hi/derſ; tO their Pontificall and Book of conlecrating Biſhops 
kerrerſet,ro, and Archbiſhops and ordering Prieſts and Deacons, as 
_—_ —_ f Allo that which ſome of them pretend ro have by the 
Mariage and *choiſe acceptance and conſent of their people, who 
P:/toraca- ſtand themſelves vnder Antichriſt,and vnſeparared from 


___ [ons the world, and are no true viſible Churches of Chriſt; 
for xece//1ty of cir miniſtration by their owne and other popiſh Ca- 
reforms4n, NONS, Articles, InjunRtions, and Book of comon prayer; 
+ hh fCon- their Maintenance by Tithes, Lordſhips, &c. were never 
ference. pag: ordeyned by Chriſt for his Miniſterie of the Goſpell,but 
35 derived from! Antichriſt and his apoſtaſie, as hath been 
*rhe Diſce- Proved * by vs in divers Treatifes publiſhed heretofore, 
Gery. And if they ſtill be otherwiſe mynded, it lyeth vp- 
ans + 4g on them to ſhew that Chriſt in his Teſtament hath ap- 
ond "* pointed theſe;their offices & things aforeſaid for his Mi- 
Anſw. re Mr. niſteric . Which none of them have yet done, nor ever 


Hilder/. : | 
_ Po wilbe able todo. 


Saks 2. Againe, The Miniſterie of Paſtors 8 Teachers,ſpo- 

Pt ken of #phe. 4. 11, is the ordinaric and perpetual miniſte- 
rie given by Chriſt to his Church, & ſuch as the Princes 
of the carth neyther may nor ever ſhalbe able to aboliſh, 
ſeing Chriſt hath appointed it to continue to the end of 
the world. Fpheſi 4.11.12, 13. Rom. 12.5. 7.8, and 13.3. 
Heb. 12. 28, 1Tim.3.thab.and 5.17. and 6. 13. 14. With 
Mn. 28. 20. : 

Bur the Prelacy Prieſthood & Deaconry of the church 
of England, is not the ordinaric and perpetual Miniſterie 
given by Chriſt to his Church,but ſuch as the Princes of 
the carth mayand ought to aboliſh out of their Domini- 

' ONS. Rev.17e 16, 1Tim, 2.2. Rom. 13. 4. with 1 King. 23, 
| X $5 &C, 


A gainſi the Minif. of Engl, 

5» &c. Deut. 12. 2. 3.4. Pſal. 72. 1. &C. | 

Therfore the Prelacy Prieſthood and Deaconry ofthe 

Church of England is not the Miniſterie of Paſtors and 
Teachers, ſpoken of Fphe. 4. 11. 


3. Allo, The offices of Paſtors & Teachers ordeyned 
by Chriſt in his Teſtament, are ſuch as did and could 
ſtand with and vnder the offices of Apoſtles Prophets 8& 
Evangcliſts, Fphe. 4. 11.47,15.4.6,22.23. & 20.17.28, Heb, 
13.7.17.23.Fpift toTim, & Tit . 1 Pet. 5.1, Rev. 2.and 3.chap. 

But the offices of the Prelates Pricſts and Deacons of 
the Church of England,are not ſuch asdid or could ſtand 
with or vnderthe offices of Apoſtles Prophets & Evange- 
lifts. Which ifany deny, let them ſhew the contrary 
by the ſcriptures. Light hath no fellowſhip with darknes, 
nor Chriſt with Antichriſt. [And ſuppoſe the Apoſtles 
were alive in their perſons (as they are in their writings) 
and were in England, it were worth the — C= 
ther they and the ordinances given by them ſhould give 
place to the Prelates and their Canons and conſtitutions, 
and whether they ſhould be ſuffred to preach the Goſpel 
and miniſter the Sacraments without acknowledging the 
Prelates authority, ſubſcribingto their Articles, wearing 
of the Surplice, iro withthe Croſſe in Baptiſme,c4c. 


d 


For if we look to their * Canons, Lawes, practiſe, and «c,,,,,,p 
Church-conſtituti6,theſe tel all mcn playnely,they muſt ce zeare, 
yeeld vnto the,& that vnder payne of excomunicatis ipſo ** __— . 
fadto,&c.Not to ſpeak of their impriſoning,& perſecuting ” ogg 4 


of ſuch as witnes the truth againſt them eve vnto death. ] we, 


Therfore they are not the Paſtors and Teachers ot- 


tf} deyned by Chriſt in his Teſtament. 


s. Morcover, The offices of true Paſtors and Tea- 


chers , are by the ordinance of Chriſt ſet in the Chandy 
| B an 
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and employed in the Miniſtery of the word and Sacra- 
ments and Church goverment, ſo as they maynor (with 
theireccleſiaſtical tunRi53)receiv civil ofhces & callings, 
nor take vnto them princely titles 8 dignityes. Ephc.4.11. 
12.13-I Pet. 5.1.2.:3.4. R07.12. 7.3.1 COr. 12.5. 8.28. 171 
4+ 13-15. 16. 2 Tom. 2.4, Lu*. 12. 14-414 22,25. 26, 

But the offices of the Prelates Prieſts and Deacons of 
the Churchof England, are not ſo: but by their owa con- 
ſtitution are ſet in that Church, and employed in the Mi- 
niſterie of the ward Sacraments & Church government, 
ſo as thzy may alſo [together with their eccleliaſtical fun- 
ions) receive civill offices an callings, (as to bc Luſtices 
ofpzace, County palatines, Lords of the Co1nſel, &c. )8& 
take ynto them Princely titles and dignityes (as of Grace, 
Lordſhip,e*c. ). Which al men ſee and knoiv to be thus. 

Thertore they are not true Paſtors aad Teachers . 


| $. Againe,7he Miniſtery of Chriſtian Paſtors & Tea- 
chers, ſtandeth by the word and ordinance of Chriſt, ſo 
as al Churches vnder heaven are bound to receive & ſub- 
mit therevnto, and to no other whatſoever. Ephef. 4.11, 
12.13. Rom. 12. 5.6, 7.8. 1 C07,12.5.28. 171m. 3. ps 
axd 5,17. and 6, 13.14. 

But the Prelacy Prieſthood & Deaconry of the Church 
of __— ſtandeth onely by the authority and Law of 
man,ſo as other Churches els where neyther ar norneed 
to be ſubje& rherevnto« Which even themſelves of all 
forts have acknowledged. For which,ſce, Whireifts De 


fence in the Preface . The Anſwer to the Abſtrad?, pag. 58. The . 


Aadmon, to the Parliam, The Defence of eod'y Miniit. The De3 


mon[tration, &c. 
Thertore their Prelacy Prieſthood & Neaconry is not 


the Miniſtery of Chriſtian Paſtors and Teachers. 
| which 
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6. Furthermore, The offices of Paſtors and Teachers 
which Chriſt hath appointed , are ſuch as they which 
have them muſt be members of a true viſible Church,and 
' bound to one particular Congregation for the Miniſtery 
& governmet therof, Rom. 12, 4. 5.6.7.8.1Cor.12.5.8.12.18, 
A#f.14.23.& 20. 28, Col. 4.17.Heb.13.17.1 Pet.5.1,2,3,4. 
But the offices of the Prelares Prieſts and Deacons 
of the Church ofgEngland are ſuchas they which have 
them need not be {neyther in their eſtate can be) mcm- 
bers of a rrue viſible Church, but ofa falſe,nor arc bound 
to one particular Congregaticn for the Miniſterie & go- 
vernement thereof, but the Prelatcs are over whole proz 
vinces and Dioceles &c. and the other inferiour Pricſts 
may have( in thatcſtate) plurality of bencfices & ecclcfi- 
aſticall cures, &c. Which none can deny. 
Theretore they are not the Paſtors & Teachers which 
Chriſt hath appointcd, 


7. Finally, The offices condition and government of 
Paſtors and Teachers, ſpoken of Fphe. 4. 11. are ſuch as 
no way empaire the authority Supremacy or dignity of 
Kings or any other civil Magiſtrates,eyther in civil or cc- 
cleftaſtical cauſes. Ephef. 4. 11, 12. and Rom. 12.7, 8.With 
13-1. TH.1.5,0. With 3.1. 1 Pet. 5. 1, 2,3. With 2.13. 14 

But the offices condition & government of the Pre- 
lates Prieſts and Deacons of the Church of England, are 
ſuch as do many wayes empaire the authoritic ſupremacy 
and dignity of Kings and all other Magiſtrates,borth in ct- 


| vill & ccclefiaſticall cauſes. And for an inſtance take theſe 


particulars, That the Pre/ates Vil Laree their preſence, gre, & 
authority to be at Parlt1mnts, for enafting of Lawe: CF ſtatrtes 
for t he comon Wezlth,e&c. hat the y ave rwlers of Whole Pros taces 
C Dieceſes in the eccleſraiticall cauſ-s therof, That in ci. i:leff w 
2 an 
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and government , ſome of them are above all, and all of them 
above ſome of the Nobles, Inſtices, and other ( Magiitzates of the 
land, That themſelves, their Courts, and officers , hand!e & de: 
fermine ſundry civill cauſes and affaires pertayning to the civil 
Magiſtracy; That they inflid civil muldts and punihments; 
That #2 their forbidden times they give licences to mutry, Fc. 
That the beneficed Prieits ſweare Canonical obedience to the Pre- 
lates, That all the Prieſts and Deacons are exempt Fom the Ma. 
eiſtrates iuriſdiction in divers things apperteyning vnto them, 
and anſwerable onely or chiefly to the Prelates and their Offi- 
Ls - > 

Therefors they are not the Paſtors and Teachers ſpo- 
ken of Ephe, 4. 11, 


And to this end might divers other reaſons be alled. 
ged from particular conſideration of thele ſeverall offices, 
As for example, ifany for the Prelates would pet{wade, 

that their Archbiſhops have thePaſtors office,then would 
it follow that they have but two Paſtors in the land, be. 
cauſe they have but two Archbiſhops . - Or it they ſay, 
the Lordbiſhops be Paſtors, then have they but ſtxe and 
ewenty or thereabout : and what office then have the 
Archbiſhops above them 2 

If others ſay, the Prieſts (whether Parſons, Vicars, or 
Stipendaries) be Paſtors, then let them tell vs what of- 
fice their Archbiſhops & Lordbiſhops have amog them, 
ſeing Chriſt hath appointed in his Church no ordinarie 
eccleſiaſticall office for any one perſon, greater then the 
Paſtors; nor ſet the Paſtors one of them above another in 
any reſpe of Miniſtery power or government,butmade 
them all equall therein. Rev. 2. 1.S. 12. 18. and 3.1. 
7-14. With Fpheſ, 4.11, 12, 13. CA. 20. 17. 29. 1 Tims 5o 
I7. 1c. 1,2, 3,4. 41d Iu. 22, 24-25, 20, 27+ "IO 
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And thus much is acknowledged and bubliſhed alſo by 
ſome of themſelves, both heretofore in divers of their 
books, and now of late in an Offer of conference about 
certayne Propoſitions, which they offer to mainteyne 
againſt the Prelates : Among which are theſe, namely, 


*T hat the Paſtor of a particular C ongregation t& the higheſt ordi- *Offer of Come 
marie eccleſiaſticall Off icer tn any true conſlituted tiſible Church Oat: + 


of Chriſt ,That it is the office of every true Paſtor to teach and to 
governe (þiruually onely one Church or Congregation immeatzate- 
ly wnder Chritt, That it is {amply vnlanful for any Paſtor 0:1: 
der the new Teſtament to be alſo a ctvil : Magiitrate; That the 
Off ice and calling of Provinciall and Dioceſan Prelates is contra« 
ry ro the Word of God, &e. © 
Furthermore, ifany would fay, their Deacons have 
the Paſtors office, the ſame abſurdity followeth as in the 
former: and this moreover, that the works of the Dea- 
cons office are by the Apoſtles oppoſed to the work of 
the Miniſtery , wherein the Paſtors office is employed. 
AF. 6. 2.3. 4. With Fphe. 4.11.12, Rom, 12. 8. 
Likewiſe if they would fay,they have the Teachers of- 


fice, it would be knowen whether itbe the Archbiſhops, 


Lordbiſhops, Prieſts, or Deacons, Parſons, Vicars, or Sti- 
pendaries, that have it among them; 8 to whom they are 


adjoyned for the work of Miniſterie, as * the Teachers 'Zpbe. 4. »:. 
are to Paſtors, ſeing they have none inthe office of Pa- 77-7: 
ſtors,ſpoken of Fphe. 4. 11. as is proved here before; and Ih 


what office ofMiniſtery the reſt oftheir Prelates Prieſts 8& 
Deacons have whom themſelves account not to have the 
Teachers office; and whether the Teachers ſpoken of E- 
pheſ. 4. 11. muſt firſt be Deacons, and then Prieſts, and 
promiſe obedience to the Prelates, 8that alſo as to their 
Ordinaries, and be filenced and depoſed at their plea- 
ſure, &c, 
B 3 But 
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But of theſe things we have ſpoken in other Treatiſes, 
to which we refet the Reader, Refi. of Mr. Giff. pag. 104- 
195. 108. fc. Anfw. to Mr Hilderſ. pag. 7 9. 80.--87--94- 
Cc. Anſw, to My. latob. pag. 188. &c. 


Now wheres ſome alledge, for warrant of hearing 
theſe Miniſters , 'that the people were to hearken to rhe 
Scribes and Phariſees ſitting in Moſes ſeat, &c,, Math. 
23. 2. 3. it is to be noted, that they were Levites, 
Prieſts,expounders of the Law , and Iudges of the pleas 


and controverſies of Iſrael; And therfore had the true of- 


fices & ordinances, which the Lord by Moſes did appoint 
for teaching and governing of that Church : as appea- 
reth both by the phraſe it ſelf of /arrimg on Moſes charre, and 
by conference oftheſe and the like Scriptures, Dexz. 10.8, 
& 17.8,--12.and 53.1.8.10. 2 Chron.17.8.9., and19.4,--11. 
Nehem. 8.4, 8. and g. 3. 4.5. with Mat. 22.34. 35. 41. 4nd 
23. chap. Mar. 12.28. 32. 35. oh, 1. I'9, 24+ and 3. Is 
10, /fF.5. 34. This then is nothing art all for any falſe Mi- 
niſterie,never ordeyned by the Lord: ſuch as the preſent 
Miniſterie ofthe Church of England is proved to be. 

Beſides , to be a Phariſee, was not to havea new kind 
of Miniſterie, but to be of a ſpeciall ſc among the Tewes 
that pretended more ſtrict obſervation of the Law then 0+ 
thers did. A. 15. 5. and 26. 5. Andthey .were of any 
of their tribes, or of the proſelyte Gentiles : as may be 
ſcenin Paul, who was a Phariſee, of the tribe of Benja- 
min, 7hil.;. 5, A. 23.6. and in them that were ſent to 
Iohn Baptiſt, who were Phariſces of the tribe of Levi, be- 
ing Prieſts and Levites , oh. 1. 79. 24. and in the Proſe- 
Iyte Gentiles, brought ſo to be by the Scribes and Phari- 
(ces, ſpoken of Mar. 23. 15. 

And futther,althovgh they were verie corrupt and vn- 


goly 


any 


mea 
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godly notwithſtanding all the pretence they made) ſo as 


niſtery muſt be from heaven #-4 ner <f men, and vrged © 
Tohn the Baptiſt to warrant his co!!i:t: 4d Miniſterie by 
the Scriptures : Luk. 20, 1--7, With 1h, 5] 19.---27. So far 
were they themſelves from admitting any falſe miniſtcry, 
not appointed by God and approved in his word. 

And this alſo have the forward preachers acknow- 
ledged and proved heretofore againſt the Prelates: as ap- 


deviſe at their pleaſure: as appeareth by that 14 h is neted of hn, 
Where the Phariſces coming to lohn Baptiſt, after that he had de- 


Ifthou be neyther Chriſt, nor Elias,nor of the Prophets, 
why baptizeſt thou ? Which had bene no good argument, if 
8. lohn might have ben of ſome other functien then of thoſe Which 
Were ordinarie in the Church and inſtituted of God, And there- 
fore be toeſtablich his ſingulay & extraordinarie funttio, alledgerh 
the Word of God: Whereby appeareth, that as it was not lanfull to 


doctrine,under the name of any other funttion then V:as inſtituted 
byGod. Letthe Who!e prattiſe of the Church wnder the Law le 
looked w;yon, and it ſhall not be found that ary other eccleſiaſtical 
miniſtery Was appointed then thoſe orders of hy prieſts aud Lewnes 
&c. Which Wer appointed by the law of God, And if there Were 
any raiſed wp extraordinarily, the ſame had their calling confir- 
med Fom heaven, ether by fienes or mi; ac!es, or by playn and 
cleare teſtimonies of the month of Cod, or by extraordinarie excite 
ting & movings of the ypirit of God, So that it appeareth that the 
winiſterie of the Gopelland the firitions thereof oveht to - for 
cates 


Chriſt taught his diſciples * to rake heed of the leven of + Met, 16.0. 
their doctrine, and of their hypocriſy, and wickednes in 2: and 2g, 
converlation: yet did they ſtill hold, that every true Mi- <*47-£%4.74, 


peareth by their owne words, ſaying, * The minifterie i5 by 17. C. ff 
the Word of God and heavenly, and not left to the will of men to 1) P4843: 


nyed to be eyther Chriſf, or Elias, or another Prophet , *conciude: »,, "4 


bring in any ſtrange doitrine, ſo Was it 'not lawfull to teach the true "Nets 
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heaven and rf God, and not invented by the brayne of mey. 
Thus have themſelves written heretofore ; and thus 
doth their owne teſtimonie agree with the word of God 
againſt their preſent eſtate and their woonted allegations 
tor their continuing therein. But of theſe things alſo we 
have ſpoken other where: and wil not here further pro- 
ſccutethem. Treatiſe of rhe Miniſs, of Engl. p. 54. 55. Gc. 
Aſi. to Mr. Iacob. p.1gy. 

The conclufion of all is this, that ſeing the Lord 
himſelf, aſcending vp on high, hath given offices of Mi- 
niſterie to his Church,calling 8 requiring all his people 
to heare & have ſpirituall communion with them,& not 
with any other; and ſcing the preſent miniſterie of the 
Church-aſſemblies of England cannot be warranted by 
the word of God to be that which Chriſt hath given, 
and ſctin his Church, for the work of his Miniſterie, we 
may not therefore in the worſhip of God heare or com- 


municate therewith, vader any colour whatſoever. 
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One may heave or have any ſpiritnall communion With the 
Mmiſtery of Amichriſts apoHaſie : 
Fut the preſert Miniſterie hk Church-aſſemblies of 
England is the Miniſtery of CAmihriſts apeſtaſie : 
Therefore none may heare or have any ſþirtual communion 


With the preſent Miniſterie of the Church-aſſemblies of Enel. 


He Propofitis or firſt part of this Reaſon is manifeſt: 

I, Becauſe all falſe Miniſteries are forbidden by the 
Lord, and ſtand vnder the denunciation of his curſe: 
Exod. 20. 4. 5. With Dew, 18.9--15. 2 Kings 10. 19 -25, 
2 Chron. 13.9. 10.11. Zach, 13. 2--G. 2 Theſſ.2. 3--12, Rev.g. 
and 17, chap. 2 Tohn, ver. 7.10. De. 7.20. aud 27.26, Gals 
I, #.9, Rev.22.198.19, 

2. Becauſe we are commanded to go out of Babylon, 
and not to partake with any of her ſinns, & therfore not 
with the Miniſterie of Antichriſts apoſtaſie, Rev. 12, 4+ 
$. 6. With Ter, 51.0.9. 4.5. 2 Cor. 6. 14-17. 11014. 1-6. 

3. Becauſe by hearing and communicating with ſuch 
2 Miniſterie, all that do ſo, become the ſervants of Anti- 
chriſt, as itis written, H# ſerwants ye are to Whom ye obey,8 
thus become ſubje&to the wrath of God : Kom., 6. 16, 
2 Pet. 2. 19. With Rev. 14. 9.10.11. 

#4. Becauſe to heare or joyne with that Miniſterie, is 
to honour and conſpire with Antichriſt againſt Chriſt 
and whatin vs vs lyeth to vphold that which the Lor 
will conſume . 2 Thef 2. 3. 4+ 8.7 Rev. 13. and 1g. 9-12. 
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5. Becauſe this is not to obey the Goſpel and reteive 


the love of the truth that we may be ſaved, but to pro- 
voke the Lord to (end vs ſtrong deluſtons to beleev lyes 
an pleaſe our ſelves in vnrighteoulnes, being carryed 
away inthe deceitfulnes thereof among them thart periſh, 
vnto condemnation.. For thus the ſcripture ſpeaketh of 
ſuch as in religion yeeld ſubmiſſion to Antichriſt the man 
of linne in his apoltafie, 2 Theſ. 2. 3. 9. 10. 11. 12. Rev. 1g, 
412, 4nd 22.14. 19, 


6 he AfTumption or ſecond part of the Reaſon is pros 
ved by divers Arguments, as followeth, 


The firit Argument, 


Eo Miniſterie of Deacons and Prieſts ordeyned by the Prelates 
therevaro , is the Miniſterie of Antichriſts apoſtaſie : 
But the preſent Miaiſtery of the Church-afſemblizs of Engl. is the 
Miniſtery of Deacons and Prieſts ordeyned by the Prelates therevnro:; 
Thertore the preſent Miniſterie of the Church-aſſemblies of England 


is the Miniſterie of Aatichriſts apoltaſie, 


The Propoſition of this Argument is 
proved /5r/t thus: 

17. The Miniſterie of Deacons and Prieſts which ac- 
counts it ſelf to be Chriſts,& yet was not ſet by Chriſt 
in his Church for the work of his Miniſtery, that is the 
Miniſterie of Antichriſts apoſtaſie: 

But the Miniſtery of Deacons and Prieſts ordeyned by 
the Prelates therevnto,accounts it {elf to be Chriſts, and 
= was not ſet by Chriſt in his Church for the work of 

is Miniſterie : | 

Therfore the Miniſtery of Deacons and Prieſts ordey. 
ned by the Prelates therevato, is the Miaiſtery of Anti- 
Ehrilts Apoſtalic. | 

The 
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The Propoſition none can deny. 

The Aſſumption hath two parts: The one, that the Mi- 
wi/fery of Deacons and Prieſ?s oraeyned by the Prelates therewnto, 
accounts it ſeif ro be Chriits Miniſtery: Which themſelves 
will graunt, The other, that 7:5 Was not [et by Chriſt in his 
Church for the Work of his Miniſtery: Which is proved alrea- 
dy in the firſt Reaſon here betore, and in other Reaſons 
hercatter tollowing. 


Agayne, the Propoſition of the Argument 
1s proved ſecondly thus: 

2. If the Prelates of the Church of Engl. have fuch 
offices & government, as be ſpeciall parts of Antichriſts 
apoſtafte, then the Miniſtery ordeyned by them therevne 
co, muſt needs be the Miniſtery of that Apoſtalſze: 

But the Prelates of the Church ofEngl. have ſuch of- 
fices and government, as be ſpeciali parts of Antichriſts 
apoſtaſie : 

Therfore the Miniſtery ordeyned by them is the Mint- 
ſtery of Antichriſts apoſtaſie. 


The conſequence of the Propoſition is manifeſt, be- 
cauſe the fruit muſts needs be ſuch as is the tree: Neys 
ther do men gather grapes of thornes, or figs of thiſtles. 
Mar. 7.16.17.15, And who can bring a clcane thing 
out of filthytes? Not any one , /0b. 14. 4. 


The Aſſumption is proved fir# thus: 

1. Whoſoever(beſides Chriſt Icſus himſelf)have ſuch 
offices and government as thereby they clayme to be ſpi- 
rituall Lords, they have the offices and government 
which are ſpeciall parts of Antichriſts apoſtalie, & are 


indced very Antichriſts themſelves: 
C 2 But 
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But the Prelates of theChurch of Engl. have ſuch of. 
fices & government as thereby they clayme to be (piri- 
tuall Lords: | 
Therfore the Prelates of the Church of Engl. have the 
offices and goverament, which are ſpeciall parts of Anti- 
_ apoſtaſie , and are indeed very Antichriſts them- 
elves. ; 


The Propofition is proved by the Scriptures, which 
teach that there is but one Lord, the Lord Feſus Chriſt: 
Fohe, 4+ S.1 Cor, 8.6. and 12, 5. 2 Cor. 3.17.18. With Pal, 
x10. I. Micah,5.2. Lk, 19, 12. 13. 14+ 27. 10h. 20, 232. 23. 
1 Cor, 11.23; & 14-37. Rev. 1, 11, 12.13. 41d 2. 1,41d 3. 
1.7. Now that theſe Scriptures and the like do ſpeak of 
a ſpirituall Lord, is playne both by the circumſtances of 
the places themſelves, and becauſe the Scripture other 
where giveth allowance of many civil or temporal Lords, 
but no where ofany ſpirituall Lord, fave Ieſus Chriſt a- 
lone, whoſe kingdome is not of this world. Ger. 40. 1. 
& 45 8. 1 Sam, 10, 16. 4nd 20. 17.1 Kine: i. 11. Pſal. 149 
8. Dan. 3.2. Ad, 25,26. 44d 26. 25 Rom. 13.1. 1C0r, 1.26 
and2.8, Tit.3.1. 1Pet.2. 5.13.14. ReV. 17,14. 41d 19. 
16. compared With the Scriptures here cited before. And more- 
over , whoſoever is a fpirituall Lord, he may require ſpi- 
rituall honour to be yeelded vnto him, nd bak the 
Spirit of God to give vnto his people, and through him- 
ſelf by it can ſanfifie them and their ations and ſervice 
of his Name, ec. Which things who is there that can 
requireand effe,bur onely the Lord himſelf? And who 
then can be a ſpirituall Lord, but he alone? So as here- 
by alſoit appeareth, that all other which take vpon them 
to be ſpirituall Lords, are indeed very Antichriſts. 

The Aſſawption is proved by the Lawes and Statutes 


of 
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of the Land, whoſe w——_ be a , Yeo atd by the 
Kings mo#t excellent Maieſlie, the Lords Spirituall and Te 

rall, and the commons int 1s preſent Parliament aſſembled: For 
by the Lords fpiriruall is meant here the Prelates. Andto 
the ſame end it is to be obſerved, that in their Canons 
and practiſe they take vpon them, as if they were ſpiritu- 
all Lords, not onely to preſcribe their own ordinances 
to the Church for the worſhip of God, but alſo to bynd 
the ſpirit and conſcience to the acknowledgment and ap- 
probation thereof; and yet further in their ordination of 
Prieſts even to give the holy Ghoſt, ſaying to the Prieſts 
when they ordeyne them , Receive the holy Ghoſt , &s. as 
if it were in their power to give the Spirit of God to 
whom they would , orthatthey were authorized here- 
vnto by leſus Chriſt, who onely is the ſpirituall Lord 
of his Church.and giveth his ſpirit according to his own 
will, to whom and as it pleaſeth him. 7oh. 1. 14. 16. and 
15.26. 20.22. 1 C0r,12. 4+ $+0:7. Fphe, 4.7-1 0h. 2.20.27, 


The Aſſumption aforeſaid is proved ſecondly thus: 
2. The offices and government of ſuch Biſhops as are 
over Dioceſan and Provinciall Chnrches, and exerciſe 
eccleſiaſticall juriſdiftion over all the Miniſters and peoe 
ple therein, are ſpeciall parts of Antichriſts apoſtafie: _ 
But the Prelates of the Church of Engl. have the offt- 
ces and government of ſuch Biſhops as are over Diocefan 
and Provinciall Churches, and exerciſe ecclefiaſticall ju- 
riſdiction over all the Miniſters and people therein: 
Therfore the Prelates of the Church of Engl. have 
ſuch offices and government, as be ſpeciall parts of Anti- 
chriſts apoſtalic. 


The Propoſition is evident, inaſmuch as the offices 8 
C 3 gov 
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government of ſuch Biſhops, and ſubjeRion of ſuch Mi- 

niſters and Churches,are onelyto be tound in Anticiriſts 

apoſtaltce , and were never appointed by Chriſt or his A- 

poltles. For now in the tyme of the Goſpell, Chriſt harh 
f47.7.15- fetno other forme of viſible Churches to which he hath 
1h 5 3.5; given offices of Miniſtery , but onely particular congre- 
6. 11.12. gations, ſuch as may come together in one, and joynily 
-n4 15.22. performall publick duryes layd vpon them by the word 
75:2 77 of God. As may appeare by the conſtitution of t allthe 
73.1.2. @ Churches planted by the Apoſtles, and written unto by 
 14.23-& 16 them in ſo many ſeverall epiſtles: alfo by the Churches 
$f. and 20. . 5 <li n 
75. 28. 4.4 Whom Chriſt wrote by Ioha inthe Revciation, Rev. 
che eprſtles ro 1.11. With 2, and 3. chap,” Other formes of Churches 
eve Romn.Cor, therefore no men have power to inſtitute. And when 8 
Gal. Ephe. 
241. ct, Where they areereted, what other can they be but An. 
The, gc. tichriſtian? | 

And as for the examples of Timorhee,Tirma, and the like, 

vſually alleged for defence of the Prelates authority and 

juriſdiction, they will nothing help them. For thele were 

Evangeliſts, which the Prelares are not : as we have ſhews 
* 744.59 Edin the*tormer Reaſon. And the particular Churches 

havein themſelves ech of them full intereſt and power 


from Chriſt to enjoy and pradtiſe all his ordinances, for 


Miniſtery, worſbip, government,and whatſoever he hath | 


given his Church to be obſerved therein to the end of the 
world. Mat. 18. 17--20.and 28, 20, With Af, 6.3--6. & 14. 
23+ 20.17. 28, Rom. 12. 4--8. 1 Cor, 3.21, 22. 23. and 4. 
17.0 $4. Is 12, 434 11, 2.23.24. 25,26, Of 12.27. & 
14. 33-36. 16, 1. 1T;, 3.15, and 6, 13.14, Rev. 1.11. 

20. With, 3, chap. 
_——_ And wheras the extraordinary offices of Apoſtles, 
Exiles of the Prophets , andEvangeliſts, are ceaſed; yer *their fruit re- 
&<# ks. ge. mayncth (till: and we have the benckit of it for our di- 
rection 
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. for them have brought or can bring from the Scripture 
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retion by their writings, which the Churches then had , _ 

. . . . 1yCry.T.f6 
by their bodily preſence, To which end may be obler- z;,;, .. 
ved allo, how | ſome of the epiſtles 2-2 written in the C1. -. »- 
Name of Paul,& Timothee (an Apo//leya;'u an Fraxcelitt ); Phelem. ver Je 
and * {ome of them in the Name of Paul, viivanus, and 1 Theſe 1.5. 
Timothce (*an Apoſ/le, * a Provher, and an t Evangeliſt): & 2 7he/18 
which three allo arc ioyned tcgither for the conſtant tea- *; cer, s. . 
ching of one and the ſame truth in Chriſt, 2 Cor. 1, 19, 1794-37: 
And' withall, that the Apoſtles did then ſo write and +5. be 
mind, as purpolely intending the inſtructions and com- my? the ſame 
mandements given by them ſhould be obſerved of all 45 —msng 
Churches, both of the Miniſters and other members ware, rhe 
thereof according to their places,to the end of the world. p/«cing of the, 
(#0.12.3--8. 15.4. 1 Cor, 4.6.17. 11.23--26 14-37. Cal. 5moagpothngmn 
1.8.9. and 6.16. 17. Fphe. 3 chap. and 4.11.12.13. Col.1. ;2. ge. and 
23--29,4nd 2.1.2. © 4.16.17. 2 The. 2.15. 1Tim. 3.14. 16.19.0nd 
I5.4nd5.21.41d 6.3 .5.13.14.4nd 2 Tim. 2.2,41d 3.1.15.16. oo 
17.and 4.5.6. Tits Fpiff, Heb, 2. 1---4. and 3.1-.-6. and13.8, 
1 Per.5.12. 2Pet.1,12--21. and 2. 1.404 3.1.2.3. 15. 16. 799-41» 
10h, 2.1,12.13.14. 4nd 4.1--6, Inde,wer, 3.17.18. 19. 
20,21, Rev, 1.3. and2.G 3. chap. and 22. 18. 1g. 20.) 
So as now there can be no necd or lawtull vſe of any Di- 
oceſan, Provinciall, Nationall, or Vniverſall B:ſhops. 


And for any reaſon or proof that the Prelates or any 


tor their Prelacy, it will aſwcll follow that as they have 
now their Biſhops over Diocelcs, and Archbiſhops over 
Provinces;fo itthe King would, he might have a Primate 
or Archprelate over all his Dominions; and if there were 
a Monarch over Europe, he might have a Patriarch 
over all the Prelates therein ; and ſo an Emperour over 
the world {if there were any) might alfo have an Occu- * 
menicall os V niver{all Biſhop and Pope'over all the _ 
n 
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And Timothees example would aſwel warrant theſe, as 
it will the othec : ſeing there was not any Church inthe 
world, whither his office and the dutyes therof might 
notextend,as his calling and employment was.Of whom 
the Scripture ſheweth , that he was, and d1d the dutyes 
of his office, ſometimes in one part of the world, & lomc- 
tymes in another; ſometymes in Aſer, and fometymes in 
Europe : as may be ſeen by the countreyes where he was 
at ſundry tymes : As in Aſia, being in divers countreyes 
and parts thereof, in Phrygia, Galatia, My/ia, Ionia, &c, 
And in Europe likewiſe, in Macedonia, Achata,ltalte, &c. 
And in theſe countreyes and nations, ſometymes in one 
city and with one church, and ſometymes with another, 
asnamely,at Theſalonica, ar Athens,at Corinth,at Fpheſu,at 
Rome, at Philippi, 7c. Allo ſometymes being with the 


Apoſtle Paul where he was himſelf, ſometymes left be. 


hind him when he went other whither , ſometymes ſent 
for to come vnto him to ſuch place as he appointed, ſom- 
tymes ſent away from him to other places where he 
would employ him, &c. And this, ſometymes to bring 
the Churches intoaſetled order according to the Apoz 
 ftles direRion , ſometymes to ſtabliſh and comfort them 
being already in-ſuch eſtate, ſometymes to know their 
ſtate, and to put, them in remembrance of the Apoſtles 
wayes, ſometymes to look that none taught otherwiſe, 
but that the dodrine and order delivered by the Apoſtles 
were reteyned among them, &c, By all which appeas 
reth, both what the office and employment of an Evan- 
geliſt was, and that Timothee was not a Biſhop in ordina. 
ry office, perteyning to any one certayne place & peo. 
ple , but an Evangeliſt in extraoadinary funion, em- 
ay /» ſometymes in one countrey & part of the world, 
and ſometymes in another, ſometimes with one Church 
and 
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and people, and ſometymes with another, according 
as he had direQion & appointment by the Apoſtle Paul, 
whoſe companion and aſſiſtant he was. For all which, 

ſee thele Scriptures, Ad. 16. chap. avd 17. 14. 15. and 18, 
$.4nd 19, 22, and 20. 4. Rom.16, 21. 1Cor, 4. 17. and 
16. 10,11. 2 Cor. 1.19. Phil, 1.1. and 2.19. 22. 23. 1 Thef. 
3. 1. 2. 6, With both the Fpiitles Written by Paul wnto Timothee, 

The like may be obſerved concerning Ti##7,who was 
ſometymes with the Apoſtle Paul himſelf, ſometymes 
left behind him when he departed other whither, ſome- 
tymes called vnto him, ſometymes ſent away from him, 

&«. being thus ſometymes in Furepe, ſometymes in Aſia: 
And in Europe being alſo at divers places, as at Cormmth 
# Achata ; at Rome mltalie, in Geta, Dalmatia, &c. And 
in Aka likewiſe, at lernſalem in Iudea, at Nicopolis in Arme= 
mia, Gc. As appeareth by theſe Scriptures, 2 Cor. 8. 
23+ 24. and 12.18. Gal. 2. 7. 2 Tim. 4.10. Tit. 1.4. $.& 
3. 12. With rhe Whole Fpiitle to Titus. And thelike may be 

ſeen alſo in Marcus, Ariſtarchu,Tychicur,ef others, whole ex- 
amples they might aſwel alledge as thoſe of Timothee & 

Titus, 4f7.12.2 5.4nd 13.5,4nd 15.37.39.and 20.4.5.414 27, 

2. Fphe,6. 21. 22. Col, 4.7. 8. 10. 11. 2 73m, 4. 11. 12. Tits 

3 12. Philem, ver 24. 

But by ſuch allegations they let all men know hownear 
they are driven, that can fynd no warrant in the Scrip- 
ture for Dioceſan and Provinciall Biſhops, and therefore 
are glad to lay hold on the Evangeliſts office in Timorthee 
and Titus: from which notwithſtanding they and their 
Churches and Miniſters are as farr as cloudy darknes is 
from the clcare light of the Sun. For the further decla- 
ration whereof, beſides that which hath ben ſayd here 
before and in other Treatiſcs written of this argument, I 
will by way of queſtion propound ſome things to be conz 
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{id-red by ſuch as arc of judgement,which as they ſhal- 
be found may give more hght to thee and other poynts 
ſomerymes called in queſtion. The things are thele: 


1. Whether the ordinance of Chriſt be not ſuch, as 
therein they which bein the greater offices, have(belides 
th-ir owne peculiar funRion wherevnto they ought to ar- 
tend) power and authority both chemiclves to performe 
the datyes of any the inferiour ofh-es, when there is ju't 
and needfull occaſion, any to look that they be pertor- 
med by all ſuchas they are ſpeculiy lay 1 vp5a, tac the 
bctter ſervice of the Lord and his church there1n., 

2, Whether on the contrary, ric ap-111 * of Anti- 
chriſt be not ſuch /touching the Miniite:y and govern— 
ment of the Church) as therein they waich be in the 
I:ffer offices have power and authority among them to 
exceed th? dutyes of the office which Chriſt hath appoin- 


 ted,8& to performethe dutyes apperteyning tothe higher 
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offices: by meanes whereof bath Anrnichriit hath riſen 
vp to ſo great a height, and ſo many orders and degrees 
of ſuperior 3nd inferior Miniſters have bene received and 
ſti!l are reteyned in that degenerate eſtate and apoſtaiic 
of the man of ſfinne , as is come to paſlle. 


And touching the firſt, becauſe the offices ſet by Chriſt 
in his Church' be of two forts, ſome extraordinary and 
for a tyme and ſpeciall vſe , fome ordinary and prrperual: 
whether it be true in buth, orin the fiſt, and in them a- 
lone. As for example, That the Apo;Zles, who were in 
the greateſt office ordeyned by Chriſt vnder the Goſpel, 
had (beſtdes the peculiar office of Ap»ſtl:thip) the pow. 
er atfo andauth-rity ofthe other Othces of 'Prophets, 
4 Pet... @ 3,chap is lob.s. 14, Iude, ver, 1p tat. 
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"Evangcliſts, * Paſtors, f Teachers, 'Elders & * Deacons, *44. 2.74. 
both to performe them vpon juſt occaſion themſclves, & *7& '4-7- 
to ſee the performed by others as is aforeſayd;For which, 5/777? : 
conſider the Scriptures here quoted in the Margent. 46. &m. 7, 

And likewiſe, that the Prephers ( befides their owne 1114-15- 
ſpecial office) had in them the power & authority of the $16.27. 16. 
other infctiour offices of Evangeliſts, Paſtors, Teachers, 442 4-4 
&c,I@.15.32, 40.41.4714 17.15, ard 18. 5.2. CO, 1.19. mapa 
Fphe. 3. 5.0. @ 4+ 11. 12. 

And in like ſort , that the Exangelifts ( beſides their ro 
owne peculiar turRion ) had in them the power ard au» ; —oanſg 
thority of the 0: her ſmaller offices of Paſtors, Teachers, ,, , 
Elders, &c. Ae.8. 35. 38. 1th 21.8. 1Cor.16.10, 2 Cor.t, ae 
19.0 8$,6.16.17 23.1 Theſ.z 2.With the I pitt to Tim. Tit, & 15.6.24. 

And, it being fo in the ordinary offices like wiſe, that {7 4: 
the Paſors theretore(beſides their wn peculiar tuncion) 1.6, * 
have in them the power and authority of the other ordi-, ,, 
nary offices of the Teachers, Elders, and Deacons, for ,, _ p 
performance and overſtght as is aforeſaid. A@. 20.28, F= 4 & 11.29. 

phe. 4.11.12, 1711, 3. 1-—15, and 5,17. 22, With 6, 13.14. 7” PIG 
Heb. 13.7.17. 1 Pet. 5.1,2.3.4, Ink, 12, 42. REV. Is 20. _— _ 
With 2.1.8. 12. 18. & 3-1. 7.14. 

Likewiſe that the Tea hers have in them ( beſides their 
owne ſpeciall office) the power and authority of the ru- 
ling Elders and Deacons, #7. 20. 22, 1 Cor. 3.8. 9g. 10, & 

12. 8.12. 29, Fphe 4.11.12, 171m, 3, 1---15. and 5. 17.With 
2Tim, 2. 2. Tit, 1, $--9+ Heb, 13. 7.17. 

And in like maner, that che F/ders (beſides their owne 
ſpeciall funRi6) have in tho the power & authority of the 
Deacons office, for the doing and overicing thereof ag 
before is ſpoken. 62.11, 29. 20. and 20.17,28, 1 Theſ, 
$.I2. 13.14. 1 Tim, 3.1--15. 474 5.1722. With 6. 13.14. 

Heb, 13.17. 1 Pet, 5.1.24 3: 4+ 
D 2 Finally 
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Finally , thatthe D-acons, as alſo the reſt aforeſayd, 
have ( beſides their owne peculiar office ) right and 
oWw-r to enjoy whatſoever intereſt the other mem- 
Pers have in the Charch, for any dutyes or ations to be 
performed therein, according to their place and con- 
dition. An.{ farther, that when they ſhall have miniſtred 
well in the Deacons office, they may be called afore 0. 
ther of che brethren into the higher offices of the Elders, 
being enducd with gittes therevato« Af. 6. 3. Rom, 12s 
4 --#. t Cor, 12, 12---28, 1 Tim. 3. #---I3, 

But now on the contrary, when ſuch as were inthe 
mferiour offices, contcyned not themſelves within com- 
palle of their callings, but took vpon themſelves or had 
layd vpon them by others power and authority of the ſu- 
periour funtions, then ſprung vp the apoſtaſte of Anti- 
chriſt in the churches miniſtery and government. As 
namely, when the Paſtors and Biſhopsot particular con- 
gregations came to have authority & overlight over ma- 

Churches and over the Miniſters and people therein, 
it» a kind of reſemblance of the extraordinary offices al. 
ready ceaſed: Comrarie to Rev. 1,11, 12.13.20. With 2.1.4.12 
If, and 3.1.7. 14. AF. 20.28, Fphe, 4. 11. 12.13. Phil. 1.1. 
T Pet. 5.1.2.3. 4: And that the ruling Elders or Pref by- 
ters /now called Pricſts)did the Minilteriall dutyes of the 
Paſtors and Teachers in the particular Congregations: 
Contrary to Rom. 12.7, 8,1 Cor, 12.28, 1798. 5.17. And 
that the Deacqns alſo baptized,and were Miniſters of the 
word; which the Apoſtles did purpoſely oppoſe to the 
dutyes of that office at the inſtitution thereof. AF. 6.2. 3, 
#: Sos of theſe things itmay be ſayd, as Chriſt did in 
another caſe, From the begumning it Was not ſo . Mat, 19.9, 

 Andherevpon intyme many ſorts and degrees of jnfe- 
rior {crvile Miniſters and ſuperior Lotdly Prelates grew 
Vp 
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yp & encreaſcd in that defeion of the Man of finne,till 
Antichriſt at the length was cxalted in his throne. From 
which now agayne the Lord hath begunne to bring him 
downe , diſcovering and conſuming that myſtery of ini- 
quity by the light and power of his Golpell: and will not 
cca(c, till the ſame be fully abolſhed & caſt into the bot- 
tomles pit, from whence it firſt aroſe, 2 Theſ. 2. 34-7. 8. 
9.10.11. 12. 4#d 10h. 2, 18, 19. With Rev. 6, 12, 13. 14.4and 
8, and g. and 13.4nd 14. and 16.4nd 17, and 18. and 19, thap. 
And hitherto of the Propoſition of the laſt Syllogiſme. 


The Aſſumption thereof (namely, zhat the Prelates of the 
Churci of Enel. have the effices and government of [uch Biſhops 
4; are over Dioceſan and Provinciall Churches , and exerciſe ecclee 

ferlticall inrifaretion over all the Minifters and people therein) is 
evident by their Church-conſtitution, Lawes, and praC= 
tiſe . And themſclves neyther will nor can deny it. 


3. Theother Aſſumption aforeſaid (viz, zhar the Pre- 
lates of the Church of Engl, have ſuch offices and governmem, 4s 
be ſpeciall parts of 'ntichriſts apoſtaſie ) is proved thirdly by 
this,that the offices and government of the Prelates of 
the Church of Engl. do not in their rature and proper 
vle perteyne to any ſociety body and cſtace, eyrher civill 
or ecclclia(ticall, but onely to the body and kingdome 
of Antichriſt. Of which, as alſo of other reaſons pro 
ving rhe point in hand , more ſhalbe ſpoken hcreatter in 
the ſcverall Arguments following concerning this mat- 
ter, Andthus much concerning the Propoſition of 
this Arguinent, 


The Aſſumption of the Argument ( namely, hae 
the preſ- m Aunt "er y of the Chu*ch-a ſembiies of F neland is 
the Alinieric of Deacon and Prieſts ozdeyned by the Prelates 
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therevnts ) is vndeniably confirmed by the conftitution, 
Canons,and obſervation of that Church. And to the 
end that this poynt may the better be conſidered, & be- 
cauſe it giveth great light and proof tothe whole contro- 
yerfie concerning the Antichriſtianity of their eſtate , [ 
wil here notea few ſpecial things, which (amon$ many 


other apperteyning to their office & calling) may to this 


purpole be obſerved. 


Firſt for their Deacons, they are at their entrance into 
that office preſented to the Prelate by an Archdeacon or 
his deputy, ſaying, Reverend father tn God, [preſent wnto you 
pbe ſe perſons preſent, ts be admitted Deacons, 

2. Then the Biſhop commending them to the pray- 
ers of the Congregation, with the Clerks & people pre- 
ſent, is to ſay or ſing the Leranie and Suffrages, with the 
communion of the day, and a number of ſtiated prayers 
& Collects, borrowed from the Papiſts. 

3, They promiſe that they wil reverently obcy their 
Ordinary, & other chief Miniſters of the Church, that &, 
the Lord Biſhop of the Dioces, the Archbiſhop, Arch. 
deacon, Chancelor, Commiſlarie, & the reſt of that ſort, 
whoſe offices are Antichriſtian, 

4. After this promiſe made, they are then ordeyned 
Deacons by the Lord Biſhop or his Suffragane, laying his 
hands vpon their head, and ſaying , Tate thou anthority 
fo execute the off ice of a Deacon in the Church of God committed 
#0 thee: in the name of the Father , the ſonne , and the ho!y 
Gyof, Amen. 

s. Andihen the Biſhop delivereth to every one of 
them the new Teſtamenr,ſaying, Tate thou authort.y ro read 
1 Goel tn the Church of Gol, and to preach the ſame, if thou 
be :herevnts ordins: ily communnded. 

6. Then 
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6. Then one of them appoynted by the Piſhop,reads 
the Goſpel of that day: And they al ore injoyrcd 10 re- 
ccive the communion with the B ſhop, 

7. Alloamong the works and cuncs of their cfhce, 
they arc appoyntced to read Homilics and Gdivirc & rvice, 
to inſtruct the youth in the Catechiime, tro Bapriie , and 
to preach, .if they be admitted thereto by the Piſhop. 
Waete's it cannoi be ſhowed that the Apefiles over layd 
thele dutyes vpon the Neacons, but ſuch as are *plainciy *44 C. 2-3 
oppoſed tithe miniſteric of the word ang prayer, rome-y, 4 ons 
tne charge of the poor and Church treature, tur the ga- 
thcring :nd diſtribution of the Churches be nevole re. 

Wh-revpon ſome of themſelves ſecking reformation 
have publ:ſhed heretofore, that * their Deacey hip t&& a meve + Defence of 
humane inititution, a degree to the Pricithood,, and nahing (ile m_ bn, "Pp 
the ordinance of God, that ? theugh the name of Deacons be re- 7 age 
moyning among them, yet the of tce ts fowl perverted & turned Parkam. fort 
1/14e downe; and that " it is manifeity contrarie to the ord SIPs. x 
ef God, The example of Phi/ip , who was one of the g,uy ain 
ſeven Deacons, & preached & baptized (which by ſome p4g.197. 
is alledged for approbation of their practiſe )wil not help 
them. For he was ina true and lawfull office, not in 
an Antichriſtian; he had a lawful calling by the Church, 
not an vnlawful entrance by Prelates, as theſe have;whe 
& where he was Deac6, the Apoſtles miniſtred the word 
and baprized, neither was he then ordeyned to the ad- 
miniſtration thereof, but attended to the tables of the 
poor; and afterwards when he preached aud baptized, 
he did the work and office of an Evangcliſt, by which 
name the Scripture expreſly calleth him. A. 6. 2-- 6. 
& 2.14.49. 41.42. Cf 21. 8. Viths, 5,6,7.12,26,29. &C. 


Next, for the Priefs,fuſt they muſt be Deacons, that is, 
lec 
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- by the Prelates in the office and afterthe maner afore- 
ayd . | 
A Then having continued in that office the ſpace of a 
yeare ( exceptit ſeem otherwile good to the Ordinary) 
th:y are agayne preſented to the Biſhop or his Suffra- 
e41c, by an Archdeacon or his deputy, laying, Reverend 
father in 704, lpreſent theſe perſons preſent to be admitted 19 tie 
Order of Prieſthood . 
3. Afterward there followeth the Letany, and ſome 
Collects and ſtinted prayers taken out of the Popes pon- 
tificall: with an exhortation, an Epiſtle and Goſlpell, 
wherein they abuſe and pervert the Scripture, 
4. Then the Prelate aſkcth them, Do yo! think tn your hart 
#b4t yor be truly called according t9 t've Wilof our Lord leſees Chrift, © 
and the order of this Church of England,to the Mini/tery of Priejt= | 
had? And the partyes that are to be ordeyacd, aniwer, 
every one for himſelf, 7 think ir 
s. At which tyme alfo they promiſe agayne, revercnt- 
ly to obey their Ordinary & other chict Miniſters of the 
Church, that is the Prelates and other Officers aforeſaid. 
6. So aftera few queſtions made, and prayers read, 
they kneel downe vpon their knees at the Prelates feet, 8 
he with the Prieſts preſent lay hands ſeverally vpon the 
head of every one of them that recciveth orders , laying 
vnto them , Receive the holy Ghoſt , Whoſe ſinnes thou aveſf 
foreive , they are forgives: and Whoſe ſnanes thou aveſt reteyne, 
they ave retcyned : & be thou a faithfull di penſpur of the Word 
_—_— of God,and ofhis holy Sacraments. In the name of the Father 3 of 
6A # , the ſonne, and of the holy Ghoſt, Arnen. 
choughyer 7. Andthen the Prelate delivereth to each of them, 
#hey have no the Bible in his hand,faying, Tate thou authority ro pre2ch the 
eager WordoſGod, and to miniſter the holy Sacraments in the congre- 
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Thus nes made Pricſts: & when at any tyme they 
enter into a bencfice,, they muſt beſides have the Prefen- 
tation of the Patrone (who may be a Papiſt or Fannliſt, 
Gc./& the inſtitution of the Prelate,who is an Aniuclriſt, 
to whome now alſo they ſweare to veeld Canonicall 0+ 
bedience; & by whom otherwiſe they land alway ft b- 
jc to belilenccd, ſuſpended, de groucd,, and d« piiv« d. 
And tor the works of ther cilling , | ome are ſuch as in 
Chiiſt harh not preſcribed ro.h s Miniſters in his Te fta- 
ment (luch as be their folemnization of mariage, buriall 
of the dead, —— t women,rcading ot homilies, | 
& [tinted prayers, } & lome being ſu ch as Chrift h. th * 
preſcribed, yotat cs vnot ) adminiltredas he in his word | 
hath ordeyncd, hea as is appointed in their 
book of Common pray er, &1n thcir Canons, Injundcti- | 
ons, Advertiſements, ec. according to which they are | | {, 
bou ndto pray,and to acuaiviſter the word, Sacraments, 
and cenſurcs, among them. 
Other parriculars, many and ſtraunge, vſcd in the en- 
trance and pcrforinance of their Office of Pricſthood, [ 
omit. Oncly 1 will annex this one thing more, how by 
thcir Canons they have now provided further and made 
it a conſtitution of their Church, t lar no perſon ſhall "Canin: of 
5 reed ltd the t Altmiſ/ery \ mor aamiticd tw any Ficle- ne wow 
ul living, nor ffied to preach, e oo he be licenced b/ ___ 
Hil rb ſor por Biſhop of the Droces, C. and « veep rhe (hal 
frrit (wbſc: the, Thu the book of Common} gy, ina ' of orde! ring 
Brfhi $ , Prics i and De. ONS, cveynets in 1t 0! "Wins ConTrarie | 
to the v ord of Cod , and that it may limfnl'y fo be wed, & > that [ 
h himſc if il Tſe the forme FL the fy: 11 col preſertbi a { 11 pub= 
lik prayer, and adminilration of the Sacraments, EF none other. 
Alto, That he aoWerh the book of Articles of Religion agreed 
wpon by the Ardbiſhops and Bi = of both Provinces , and = bY 
Woe 
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Whole Clergie in the convacation holden at London in the yeare, 
1502. 4nd that he acknowledgeth all & every the Articles there- 
#1 conteyned, to be agreeable ro the Word of God, In which Ar- 
ticles alchough there be many truths, yet there are alſo 
errors not a tew,to. which they muſt ſubſcribe that they 
are agreeable to the word of God, and that they do thus 
fubſcribe Wil/ingly and ex animo. 


Laſtly, for their Biſhops & Archbiſhops, r. there is with 
other things aforefaid,at their conſecration allo to be read 
ay EpiHe,Gopell, and Credd. 

2. Atter which ended, the eleted Biſhop muſt be 
preſented by two Biſhops , vnto the Archbiſhop of that 
Province, or to ſome other Biſhop appointed by his Co- 
miſſion, the Biſhops that preſent hum ſaying, oft reve- 
rend Euher in God, Wwe preſent onto you this godly and Wel lear. 
ned man, to-be conſecrated Biſhop. 

3. Then the Archbiſhop demaunds the Kings mandate, 
for the conſecration . . 
ning the Kings ſupremacy, they muſt take an vnlawfull 
oath of obedience to the Archbiſhop : which is thus, 
the name of God, Am'n. I N, choſen Fiſhop of the ' hurch and 
Ste f NV. av pPef ſje and promuſe all dug reverence 114 ob-dience 
go the Archbiſhop and to the Metropo jtica/l Chi-ch of N. and ta 
thety ſucceſſours, fo help me God, through lefws Chrift, Which 
oath at the conſecration of an Archbiſhop is omitted, 

4. Afterward vpon the Archbiſhops demaund h&h- 
lwereth a number of queſtions, * Of h# perſvaſion that he 
rx truly cailed to this miniſtration according to the Wil! of our Lord 
Tefer Chri , and the order of the Realme, *Of the (ufſiciency of 
the Scriptures, and his determination With them toinſlrudt the 

peopie comitted ro his charge; 3Of hi ſtudy faithfu'y to exerciſe 
himſcif 1a the (ayd4 Scriptures; 4 Of his readynes With afl 
faubfull diligence ta baniſh and drive «yay all exroncous and 
| | ſtrange 


% 


And after a lawfull oth concer- . 
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Nrange deftrine , contrary to Gods Word, 5 Ot hes cave to deny 
all Vangodhnes ana Worldly luſts, and to live foberly, riehteouſly, 
and godiy, in this World. 6. Ot his purpoſe to mayntcyue & (ct 
orward quictnes, peace, ad love among all men, and to correct 
ana puniſh ſuch az be vnquiet, diſobedient , and criminous With- 
in Mis djoces, according toſuch authority as he hath by Gods Word, 
and the ordinance of the Realme; 7 Ot his carefulnes to ſhew him- 
(elf eentle, and merciful forChriſts ſake to poore people, and ſtran- 
geri, To all which they an{wer aftirmativcly,andwalk tor 
the molt part negatively : as their eſtate & practiſe ſhews 
eth vntoall men,that will open their eyes to ſec it. 

5. Then muſt be ſung orſayd, Come holy Choſt, &c. 
whoſe dircCion given inthe Scriptures for the offices 8& 
ordinances appointed by Chriſt they reje&, and follow 
the Papiſts and their owne deviſes, ſo making the cog » 
mandement of God of no effect through their traditions. 

6. For the conſecration it ſelf, the Archbiſhop and 
Biſhops preſent, mult lay their hands vpon the head of 
the cle&ed Biſhop, the Archbiſhop laying : Take the holy 
Ghoſt , and remember that thou ſtirr wp the gyace of God, Which 
is in thee, by __ of hands: for God hath not grven ws the 

, but of power,and love, and ſobernes, Where 
note agayne their vayn preſumption & impiety in taking 
vpon them to give the holy Ghoſt , having no power fro 
the Lord therevnto . Yet ſuppoſe this conſecrated Bi- 
ſhop takes aſmuch as the Archbiſhop gives, & the Arche 
biſhop givesaſmuch as the Biſhop takes: which of what 
quantity and quality it is, Ict their eſtate and works be 
witneſles . 

7. Then the Archbiſhop delivereth him the Bible,ſay- 
ing: Give heed wnto reading, exhortation, and dottrine: 
Think wpon the things conteyned in this book : Be diligent in 
eeaching and doing them , &c, Be the flock of Chriit a Sheps 
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heard, not a Woolf, feed them , devour them not , cc, Where- 
in their practiſe is as contrary,as their office i is degencrate 
from the ordinance of Chriſt, 

And thus is their fourme of conſecrating Piſh ps and 
Archbithops. WhercinI omit to note in particular their 
ercat abuſe and protanation of the Name : 
God, in tic Scriptures and prayers then vicd, from the 
end of that their conſecration. Neyther 
will | ſtand tolſpeak of their adminiſtr.ition and govern- 
ment: nor of 4 proc her degrees & tuncions af; Deancs, 
Prebendaries, Chumcellors, Archdeacons, Commiſſaries, Off 114- 
alc, and the reſt df that ſort, 2mong them: 
ſo many vnan{werable treatiſes already publiſhed of this 
Argument, concerning the Ant! chriſtidnity and vnlaws- 
fulnes of their Offices. callings, works,and maint 

Yet bctorc l'end this poyat ,I wil here ſer downe 1wo 
of their ownelate Canons, and Cane of the ſayings and 
'thofthe Martyrs of old, 
kers of Reformation in this latter age: that ſo thei oppA- 
ſition againſt the truth and amongſt themlelyes may by 
this mcanes yet further appeare. 

Their Canons are thele, 
aſitrme, that the government of the Church of Fngland, 
his' Maie//y by t Ard biſhops, Bi/ hops, Deanes, 
and the reit that be. offtce in the ſame , is Amtichriſlian or re- 
let him be excommunicated ipſo 


$11;4 Con. t. ficto, and ocontinuue vntill he 5 0 and publity revoke ſuch 
* I hozoever ſhall af- 
frirme orteach, That the fourme and aver of mating and conſe. 

crating Tiſhi ps, T rieſt's, or Deacons, conteyne th any thing ntt, 
that t« repregnant 10 the Word of God, or that they Who are made 
Biſhr Pp Prieſts, or Deacons in that forme are not lawfully maae, 

wor 01471 to be accounted - by the 
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truly enther Bihops , s, Prieſts, or Deacons , entill they have 
ſome other callino to thoſe divine Offices: let him be excommt- 
wicared iplo fato , mot to be ri - 4 wntil he repent and 
prov ily rewvohle luch | ['s Ya C 4:err00s, Theſe arc their 
Canons, among many other the like, by which all may 
ſee how arneſtly they fer themſelves ro hold vp the tal- 
ling avoſt: ie of the man ot finne, as other before tyme 
have layoured to hcalethe deadly wound of the beaſt, 
2 Tycf 2, 3-12, With Reve, 13. 11. 12. CC. 

The teſtimonics of the cAartyrs to the contrary 
( which here I will mention) arc thcfe , being of ſuch 
allo as were of our owne_countrey. Tohn Claydon 
(burnt in Smithtcld at London, in the yeare, 1415s. ) 
held ! 7a. rl biſ heps and Biſ hops, ſeating mndifferent 3, 48. & 
are the l ts of the beait Antichri tr, . When he "(eth in tl 1C14 pong 
and reigneth above other people in the dark caves of errors & 
hereſ(; Sir Iohn Oldcaſtle , Lord Cobham (pur 

» 
to pa th —_ the yeare, L417. ) witneſſed, ' that the 154. paps 
148. 
£4 efts, Prelates, and Monks, are the body of that ? 
edt . michri/ F And, that the poſſeſions ana Lordſ hips 
- the Cleroy, are the venime of Ind.zs ſhed into the Charch. 
William Tindall (burnt by Filford Caſtell,in Braband) , _ 
and Iohn Frith (b Lond Smithfeild) pub- j77"£%- 
and 1onn rith urntat London, in ITNIC Pp bed.of.« Chris 
lifhed, * that Archbiſhepe, Lordbishops, Archdeacons, Deanes, #iun. Aud , 
Officials te, Parſon, Vicars, and the reft of that fort, are the Prattile of 
F Prel ates. 

diſciples F4 dutichriſt, yea very Avtichriſ s themſelves, And ;,;,, p,e. 
John Bale (an _ tor the teſtimony of leſus) Fwrote, face ro the 
that the names of bl} Upbomme Writic 7 por t he Beafts bead! Rev. Antitheſis bee 

f '}, h lolit , og 7 tween ChrisF 
I 3.3Nn« £7) AJC OHIO OfDCY ft enthep YOU HI1CY147 HIT!CS, PENCE» and the Pope, 
Wirth they garmifhthe1 ir v{urped at! aiey to male it fem lvi- 


+ /* hes I- 
hs to the F World, hat 1749 Kot #71 the W714 conteyned the my/ter? e of wee 
mite. hat other els ( ſayt he ) 6 Pope, C urdin1l, Churches, vp- 
Aetropalit, i, Primate , Archbi{ hep, Dis: eſan, Archdoacon, 2-7 Rev 13.0 
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Officiall, Chancelour, Commiſſary, Prebend, Parſon, Vicar, and 
ſuch like, but very names of blaſphemie? For offices they are not 
appointed by the holy Ghoit , nor yet ouce mentioned in the Scrip- 
fures, 

The ſayings of ſuch as of latter dayes have ſought re- 
formation, which herel will note downe are thele: '/har 
the names and offices of Archbiſhops , Lordbiſhops , Chancelanrs, 
Archdeacons, Comiſſavies , Officials, Deanes, Parſons , Vicars, Pa- 
riſh prieſts, Stipendaries, &c.are drawen out of the Popes (hop as 
out of the Trois horſes bel'y for the deitruttio of Gods kingdomey 
That their Pontificall, Whereby they conſecrate Biſhops, make 
Miniſters and Deatons, u nothing els but a thins Word for 
Word drav:n out of the Pope's ponttficall, Wherein he ſheweth 
himſelf to be Antichriſt mat truely, Thurthey enter not in by 
Christ, but by a Popiſh and valawfu'l vocation; Fhar When they 
are made Mini/ters , eyther they my tavy in their Colledge and 
lead the lives of loytering lofels, or els go abroad With the Bi- 
ſhops Buls like to Circumcellions or F, yors topreach in other mens 
charges Where they liſt, or els get benefices by Fend(hip or money; 
vr if all thoſe fayle , they may go up an4 downe live beggers, &f 
fall to many follyes, or els (as many have done) ſet wp bils at 
Powles or at the Royall exchange & ſuch like places, toſee if they 
can hear of ſome good Maſters to enterteyne them toſerve 4 cure, 
Thus have they ſpoken and written heretofore, when 
they ſeemed to loath theſe tinting abhominations(as them- 
ſelves then called them) and when they did not bring 
balme to cure the ſore of Babe/,as now many of them do, 
though all in vayne: for ſhe cannot be healed, ſaith the 
Lord of hoſtes. ler. 51. $. 9. And hitherto of the firſt 
Argument, proving that the preſent Miniſterie of the 
Church-afſemblyes of England is the Miniſtery of Anti- 


chrilts apoſtalte , 
The 
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Theſecond Argument. 


T2 Miniſterie of the Prelacy ppengy ſelfto be Chrifts, and yee TT, 
ſtanding in ſuch eſtace as it doth not obey Ieſus Chriſt in his owne 
ordinance of Miniſterie worſhip and government of the Church , as 
their Prophet Prieſt and King, that Miniſterie whatſoever it profeſle 1a 
word , yetisin deed the Miniſterie of Antichriſts Apoſtaſie. 

Bur the preſent Miniſterie of the Church-aſſemblies of Engl. is the 
Miniſterie of the Prelacy profeffing it ſelf ro be Chriſts, & yet _— 
in ſuch eſtace as it doth not obey Ieſus Chriſt in his owne ordinance 0 
Minſterie worſhip and goyeroment of the Church, as their Prophee 


Pricft and King. 
Therefore the preſent miniſterie of the Church aſſemblies of Engl. 


whatſoever ir "opp in word, yet is in deed the Mivilſterie of Anti» 
chriſts apoſtaſie, 


Tie truth of the Propoſition -is manifeſt : becauſe 
there is no other Miniſtery but Antichriſts that ſtan» 
deth in ſuch eſtate. And they are in deed of Antichriſt, 
that profecſſing the name of Chriſt, yet refuſe to obey him 
in his owne ordinance of Miniſtery worſhip and govern 
ment of the Church, as their Prophet Pricſt and King. 
As may appeare by theſe Scriptures compared together, 
and others the like: Devt. 18,18. 19. Pſal. 110. I. 2.340 
Mit. 1y. 9. and 17. $o and 28, 20. Luk, 19. 27, and 22. 250 
26, Rom. 12. 3-8, Fphe, 4. 8.11.12. 1719.6.13. 14.1 Pet, 
$. [-- 4», With 2 The. 2.3.4. 1 Tim, 4.1. 2. 3« 1 lohy 2. 18, 
19. 22, 4nd 4.3. and 2 loh, ver.7, Rev. 13. 11. 4nd 14. 


9--12. 22.18.19, 


The truth of the Aſſumption is evident, by that 
which hath bene ſaidin the Reaſons ' here going be- jp, , + 
fore, And their conſtitution it {clf ſheweth it, in that ; 
they are ſo farr from obeying Teſus Chriſt in his owneor- 
dinance of Miniſtery worthip and government of the 


Church 


III, 
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Church, as ; they do all of them receive execute or ſtand 
ſubjet vnto the Miniſteric and government of another 
Archbiſhop and Lordbiſhop then Telus Chriſt, of an 
Archcacon, and of a Parſon Vicar or Stipenda uy,bcing 
Pricit or Deacon, ſo ordeynced by the Prelaics : As ai- 
fo in their adminiſtration,reading proycrs out of a book, 

ſtinted and jmpos-d vpon them, and obſerving many 0- 
ther inventtons of men in the w: orſhip of God continual- 
ly vied among them: And | k-wile in their Church-go- 
vernment, according to their Canons, Courts, exXcom- 
munications, degradations, & other like proceedings, by 

the Prelates andrhs #4r Othcers, Which were never ap- 
pointed by Chriſt, the Prophet Priclt and King of che 
Church: as may be ſeen in his Teſtament, where the cy 
are not to be found. And this we have ſhewed hereto- 
fore more particularly in other Treatilcs alrcady publi- 
ſhed:to which I refer the Reader. Refi. of Myr. Giff. The 
Apologie ag aint the Oxf. DoF. Treatiſe of Miniſt .of the Church 


of Engl. p12, 2.8. 29. 30. Oc 


The third Argument. 


He Miniſterie of Chriſtjans which is oppoſed againſt and exalted 

above the holy things, Miniſterie , an4 or4ivances of Ictus Chritt, 
that is the Miniſt-ric of Antichrilts apoltafie : 

Bur che preſent Miniſteric of the Church-afſ-mblies of Enel.is che 
Miniſterie of Chriſtians oppoſed againſt and exalted above the holy 
things Minifterie and ordinances of lcſus Chrilt. 

Therfore the preſent Miniſterie of rhe Church-aſſcmblics of Engl. 


is the Miniſteric of Antichcilts apoltaſie, 


The firſt part of the Argument is certaine, and ma- 
nifeſt by theſe Scriptures, 2.Theſ. 2 2. 3. 4. With 110h.2. 
IS, 19. Reveg. 13.0 14. © 17. & 18.chap. 


The truth of the ſecond part of the Argument ap- 
pcarcth 
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peareth evidently : 1. In this, that a man may peace- 
ably adminiſter or receive their holy things, in their ma- 
ner, by vertue of their Deaconry or Prieſthood received 
from the Prelates; which is the preſent Miniſterie of that 
Church, as hath bene ſhewed before. But if any 
do adminiſter or receive the holy things of God by the 
offices of Paſtors and Teachers, entred into and execu- 
ted according to the teſtament of Chriſt,they are for this 
cauſe evil intreated, reviled, and perſecuted vnto death, 
even by theſe who profciſe themſelves to be Chriſti- 
ans. 2, Secondly, in that their Prelacy Prieſthood and 
Deaconry, is the very meanes of thruſting away & kee- 
ping out of the Church, the Miniſtery and order which 
Chriſt hath appointed in his word. 

Whichſome of themſclves have heretofore acknow- 
ledged and written, affirming that Lord Biſhops, Archdea- 5 NAPA 
cons, Commiſſaries , Offictals , and the re# , thruſt 4vray moſt ſa- p,,1,.m. 
crilegjoufly the order Which Chriſt hath left in his Church, and 
Which the Primitive Church hath ſed; T hat they rob the Sermon wn 
Church of lawfull Paſtors, Watchfull Elders, and carefull Deacons, Rem, 12. 
And, that by the length of their wnlanful ſwords they keep out 
the lawfull members of the body of Chrift , Which t the Church, 
Neyther need we ſeek any further proof hereof, then 
that which is daily felt and ſeen, in their bloody oppo- 
fition and proud exaltation above the holy things, ordi- 
nances, and ſervants of Icſus Chriſt: Who being Lord 
over all, will bring their wayes vpon their owne heads, 
and when they have filled vp the mealure of their iniqui- 
ty, will judge them according to their wotks . 


The fourth Argument. 


THe Miniſterie which is ſuch as in the nature and condition _ 
F ot, 
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ofii pereeyneth not to any body and eſtate, eyther civill or eccleſiaſti- 
eall , but onely ro the body and kiagdome ot Antichriſt, that is the Mis 
niſterie of Antichciits apoltaſiz: 

But the preſent Mininiſterie of the Church-aſſemblies of Engl. is 
ſuch as in the nacure an4 condition thereof it pertcyneth not to an y 
boly orcſtace, eycher civill or eccleſiaſticall, but onely to the body 
and kingdome of Antichriſt : 
Therefore the preſent Miniſterie of the Church-aſſmblics of Engl. 


15 the Miniſteric of Antichriſts apoltaſie.. 


The Propoſition none can deny . And forit, ſee 
2 Theſ. 2, chap, With Rev. 13, 11-—18. 4nd 14. and 16. 
and 17, and 18. and 19. and 21, thap. 

The Aſſumption is cleare to all that will open their 
eycs to ſee the truth of it: in as much as their Prelacy, 
Prieſthood , & Deaconry (the preſent Miniſtery of that 
Church) is ſuch in the nature and condition thereof, as 
the civill eſtate 'of the Common-wealth may be per- 
fet without them : for they are eccleſiaſtical tunions; 
the Church of Chriſt may be complect without them, 
and yet haveall the offices appointed by Chriſt there- 
vnto; and the Turks and Pagans, neyther have them nor 
requirethem. | Onely the body and kingdome of the 
Romiſh Antichriſt cannot be full and furniſhed in all the 
officesthereof without them. Which all men know to 
be true , From whichalſo an argumentto the ſame 
purpoſe may be framed in this ſort. 


The fifr Argument. 


TY Miniſterie which is ſuch as the body of Antichriſt the man of 
ſinne cannot withoutit be compleetin all the members and Cano» 
nicall functions thereof , that is the Miniſterie of Antichriſts apoſtaſie : 
But the preſent Miniſterie of the Church-aſſemblies of Eng]. is ſuch, 
as the body of Antichriſt the man of finne cannot without it be com» 


plect in all. the members and Canonicall ftugQons thereot : 
Theretors 
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Therefore the preſent Miniſterie of the Church-afſemblies of Engl. 
is the Miniſteric ot Antichriſts apoſtaſie , 


The Propoſition is cleare and certaine. 

The Aſſumption is proved by the Canons, Pontifi- 
call, and cſtate of the Romiſh Antichriſt the man of 
finne, and by the conſtitution of that body in the mcm- 
bers and functions thereof : As all muſt needs confeſle, 
th:t have any knowledge of the conditis of that Church 


and Officers perteyning therevnto . 
The fixt Argument. 


T He Minifſt-rie of Deacons Prieſts and Prelates, which accounts it 
ſelf ro be Chriſts, and yet in deed is ſuch as the Kings and Rulers ot 
the carth may and ought to ſuppreſſe and root out of their dowinions, 
that is the Minzfjerie of Antichriſts apoſtaſie. 

But the preſent Miniſterie of the Church-aſſemblies of Evgl. is the 
Miniſterie of Deacons Prieſts and Prelates, which accounts itlelf ro be 
Chriſts, and yet in deed is ſuch as the King may and ought to ſuppreſle 
and roote out of his Dominions . 

Therefore it is the Miniſterie of Antichriſts apoſtaſic . 


The Propofition is proved, 1. Becauſe there is no 0- 
ther ſuch Miniſtery but Anticbriſts, which accounts 
it felt ro be Chriſts, when in deed it is ſuch as the Ma- 
giſtrates ought to abandon and root out of their domini- 
ons. 2. Becauſe that which is in truth the Miniſtery of 
Chriſt, no Princes may refuſe or ſet againſt: But in ſo do- 
ing they finne highly againſt the Loid, and provoke his 
judgements againſt themſelves & their kingdomes, Rev. 
17 12.13. 14+ 16.17, With Tal. 2.10, 1112. and Fſa,60.10. 
11, 12. 


The Aſſumption hath rwo poynrs to be conſidered: 
Theone, thatthe Miniſtcry of the C hurch of Engl. is 
# I the 
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Miniſtery of Deacons Prieſts 8 oy which accounts 


it ſcifto be Chriſts: which ch-m{ghtes cannot nor will 
not deny. The other, that in dee fuch as the King 
may and ought to ſuppreſſe and root our of his do:nini- 
FTree/e*f 0103. Which we have ſhewed already both in f other 
Mint. of . - ; 

Eo! p. 25, TI eatiles, and in the firſt Reaſon here before. Aad the 
175.134, forward preachers among them have yeelded it, in their 
Af 2h ſuits to the Parliam2nt to have it removed and taken a- 
1452-193: way. And if the Prelates and their conforming Prieſts 
The 45-1:zie far m2 the contrary, thy are impugners of the Kings 
P2275: ſupremacy, and excommanicated ps facto, by their 
#217152 own? Cons: the words whereof 52 theſe, in the le. 
$ cond of their ' laſt Canons : Where firſt the Title is thus, 
—_— f Imp:12ners of th: Kings /upremacy cenfuredzAnAd then the Cans 
C422. itfelffolloweth thus : Whoſpever [h4/l affirme that the Kings 
Avieitie hath not the ſume authority in tauſes eccleſyiſticall that 
the godly King had among#t the lew2s,and Chri tian Emperors in 
the Primitive Church,&Fc. let him be excommicat?d plc o facto, 
and ot reſtored but onzly by the Archbiſyop after bs repemance 

and publick revocation of thaſe his Wicked errours . 
From which Canon, I reaſon thus: The godly 
Kings amongſt the Iewes had ſuch authority in cauſes 
Eccle(iaſticall,as they might ſuppreſle within their domi- 
nions any Miniſteries not ordeyned by the Lord, and 
therefore any falſe Miniſteries whatſoever,as Iofiah did 
the Chemrinns, the Prieſts of Baall, them that burnt incenſe to 
the hoff of h:aven,&c. Therefore alſo, ſeing the preſent 
» 4; kerb bey Miniſtery ofthe Church of England * is not that which 
proved before Chriſt ordeyned and gave to his Church, and conle- 
F4.4.0% quently muſt needs be a falſe Miniſtery, the King of 
England having the ſame authority in cauſes eccleſiaſti- 
call as thoſe Kings of Iudah had , may and oughe to ſup- 
pretle and root out of his dominions this their _— 

an 


a 
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andPrelacy of Arcbbiſ kep:, Lordbiſheps, Suffragants , Priefts, 
Deacons , Subdeat rchdeacons, &c. Likeas King Hen- 
ry the cight did bbats, Mens , Nunnes , &c. 

And themſelves cannot deny , but eyther they muſt 
po their Prelacy and inferiour Miniſtery aforeſayd to 

c ordeyned by Chriſt in his Teſtament.and {o to be the 
true Miniſterie given by Chriſt to his Church, or els if 
they affirme that the King hath nor authority to ſuppreſſe 
and take it away, they are by the ſentence of their owne 
Canons impreners of the Kings ſupremacy , and excommunica- 
t:d ipfo facto , and not to be reſtored but after repentance and 
publik revocation of theſe Wicked errours. And lo commeth 
vpon them that v hich Chriſt hath fayd, Of rh;ne oVne 
month Wwiil I indee thee , 0 evil ſervant, Lnc. 19. 22, 

And wheras by the ſame Canon, the power of reſtoring 
ſuch is committed onely to the Archbiſhop, with the con- 
dition aforeſaid, it would be knowen, it the Archbiſhop 
himſelf be in the ſame caſe, who ſhall now reſtore him; 
and whether it can be done to him any more then to the 
reſt, without h#s repentance and publick revocation of thoſe his 
Wicked errours. Which if heand the reſt had grace to r&- 
voke, theſe queſtions would ſoon be at an end. 

But howſoever they deale, and the Kings of the earth 
fora while mainteyne or ſuffer them, certaine itis that 
the King of Kings(the Lord Ieſus Chriſt) will in his time 
vtterly conſume and aboliſh that lawlefſe apoſtafie and 
myſtery of iniquity in all the power and tyrannicall vſur- 
pation thereof. 2 Thef, 2. 3. 4.7.7. With Rev.1 4-20 chap. 
From whence we will take the next and laſt Argument, 
which now we will alledge. 


The ſeventh Argument. 


T* the preſent Miniſterie of the Church-aſſzmblies 


of Eagland be ſuch , as it ſhalbe aboliſhed by 
F 3 the 
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the Lord, throuzh the lizhe an i power of his Goſpell, according ro 
that which is written, 2 Theſ.z 3.4 with Rev.rg.6.75.8, and if. 4.5.20, 
then ic 15 che Miniſt>rie of Antichriſts apoſtaſte: 

Bur the preſent Miniſtery ot ths Church-aſſemblies of Eng], is ſuch 
as it ſhilbz aboliſh :4 b- ch- Lord , through che light and power of hig 
Goſp-ll, accor4ing co that which is wrictea, 4 Theſ. 2, z, 4. with Rew 
I4:6,7.49. andid, 4. 5.20, 

Theretore it is the Minuſterie of Antichriſts apoſtaſie. 


The Propoſition is evident, as may appeare by the 
Scriptures mentioned in it, 
The Aſſumprion allo is manifeſt, 8& may thus be ſhew- 


fzTheſ.z z ed: 1, The Scripture teacheth, that ! the Lord will con- 


8 with Eſa. 


#1, 4, Rev. 
"EL 6. FO 8. 


(ume the man of finne with the breath of his mouth, in 
the power of his word; and therefore alſo his coun- 


 terfeit offices, ordinances, and authority. Of which ſort 


the preſent Miniſtzry of the Church-afſemblies of Engl. 

being found to be, it will follow that rheſe ſhall alſo with 
the reſt of that byly be aboliſhed by Chriſt with the 
brightnes of his cqaing, & with the breath of his mouth 

in the power of his Golpell. Otherwiſe the man of finne 
ſhould not be conſumed away, as the Lord hath ſayd he 
ſhalbe ; and hath therefore called him the ſonne of perdrtion 
or d-Fruion, becaule he is appointed to be conſumed & 
aboliſh-d. 2 Theſ,2. 3, Andlcing thatalthough in all 
other places of the earth , allthe offices, parts, powers, 
an { ordinances of his kingdome and religion were abo- 
liſh.-d, yet ſo long as the preſent offices and funRions of 
the Prelacy Prieithood and Deaconry,in the Archbiſhops, 
Archdeacons, Lordbiſhops, Deanes, Prebendaries, Parſons, Vicars, 
ard the reſt of that ſort, with their callings, works, maintenance, 
aſſemblies , Courts , Canons, and proceeaings eccleſtaiticall do 
continew in England ; the Miniſtery power and authori- 
ty of the man of finne were not conſumed andaboliſhed, 


25 the Scripture hath foretold ſhall. come to paſſe: it m_ 
| needs 
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needs be that theſe alſo ſhall go into deſtrution withthe 
reſt of that body , For true and ſtrong is he which hath 
ſayd it, and will performe it. Kev. 19. 1, 2. 8.20. 21, and 
I9. 1, 2, With 2 Theſ. 2.3.8, | 
2. Agayne, ſcing the Scripture ſaith, that 'for thu pur- 
poſe the Sore of God hath appeared , that he might looſe the Works 


of the Divel : and the comming of the man ofſ:nne, in all - 


his apoſtaſie, is in another Scripture ſaid to be by zhe Wor- 
king of Sathan, 2 The|. 2.3.8, 9. it tolloweth alſo herevp- 
on, that Chriſt the ſonne of God will break and aboliſh 
the Prelacy and lying Miniſtery of that lawlefle one, to. 
gether with the reſt of his apoſtafie whereſoever. Which 
already we have ſeen to be begun, in that the Lord hath 
now in this latter age of the world appeared (according 
to his promiſe )in the light. of his Goſpell, and hath be— 
gun thereby to diffolve that work of Sathan,to caſt down 
Babylon that great city, to manifeſt and conſume that 
man of finne, to remove and aboliſh the offices, callings, 
works, and livings, belonging to that body and kingdom 
of darknes: So as in divers countreyes at this day,the po- 
piſh Antichriſtian offices & callings are generally rejected 
and abandoned : And in England, the Pope, Cardinals, 
Priors, Abbots, Monks, Fryers, and Nunnes, together 
with many of the popiſh herefies, errors, & ſuperſtitions 
are aboliſhed & caſt out of the land. This hath the Son 


of God, that * king of glory, by the ſhining brightnes Xa 24.9 


and power of his Goſpell, already brought to paſſe in this 
latter agc: Neyther will he ceaſe or give over this his glo- 
rious work ; vnril he hath evidently conſumed the bo- 
dy of that man of finne, and diſcovered & diſſolved the 
work of Sathan in Antichriſts kingdome throughour the 
world. The Lord of hoſts hath determined it, and Who ſhall 
diſannullit? Hu hands iretched out, and Who ſhall turne it away? 


Eſa. 


$ 
115 


[1 
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Eſi. t 4. 27 With 2Theſ. 2.4.9. Rev. 14-6. 7.4. 

3. Moreover, the preſent Miniſtery of the Church-aſ- 
ſendlycs of zngland veing luchin their Offices,entrance, 
a1niniſt:ation, and maintenaace, as the Lord never ſet 


f xaſerr, IN his church (as F before hath bene proved ) therfore 


allo it cannot be doubted but that theſe ſhalbe abolithed, 
as Chriſt hath ſayd, Every plantine Which my heavenly Fa 
ther hath not p/anted,, (halbe rooted vÞ, Mat. 15-13, 

4, Finally, theſekers of reformation have bene {if ill 
they be not ) of the ſame judgement and expeRation, Els 
wiy have they ſued to the Parliaments, to have theſe 
parts & remnantsofche Popiſh Antichciſtian Kingdome 


*14nen.re Yetrereyned inthelind, to be removed and aboliſhed: 
the Parbers. yea and have expreliely written, * rhat they ſhall downe,bold 


o» the Pre- 


face, 


they never jo hard, 


N ow furthermore that this deſtruction of Antichriſts 
kingd2me and religion ſhalbe ſeen and done by Chriſts 


'Rev.r4.6. appearing in the light and power of his Goſpell, we ga- 


7 # 2 Theſ. 
. #. with E- 


1.7 it, ++ 


ch:ralſo from the Scriptures, which teach ' that by the 
preaching of the Goſpell, Babylon falleth. 
And for the better diſcerning hereof, thus we ſhew 


4 2-v. 77-5. it farther : Firſt, by Babylon * myltically and ſpiritually 


” 12 rar t#. 


f Cue 4+7+ 


1s vndeiſtoad, the city kingdome and iuriſdiction of An» 
richriſt, with the offices and ordinances belonging there- 
ynto the apoſtafie and authority of the man of finne;the 
bloody and adulterous eſtate of the whore that fitteth on 
many waters, with whome the Kings of the earth have 
committed fornication , and the inhabitants of the earth 
have bene made drunken with the wyne thereof. 1 70h. 
2.18, and 4. 3. 2 Theſ. 2. 3.4.7. 8.9. 19. 11.13. Rev. 11.8, 
«nd 14.8.9. and 17, and 18. chap. 

Secondly, the Lord Iefus will deſtroy Babylon, con- 


dcmne 
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demne the whoore,and conſuwe the man of finne, with 
the breath ot his mouth, with the bright manifeſtation 
of his comming, and with the publiſhing of his Goſpell: 
wherein he will clearly and powertully appeare, to the 
comfort of his Church, and deſtruction of the wicked. 
Rev. 14. 6. 7,8.4ud 18. 4+ 5. 6. 20. and 19.13.15» 2 Theſ. 
2. 8. Vuth Eſa. TI. 4+ 

3. As God for a tyme hath ſuffred the Princes and 
States of the world to give over their power right.and 
ſoveraignty vnto the Beaſt, to ſubmit vnto, authorize, 
and vphold the kingdome and juriſdi&tion of Antichriſt: 
ſo God agayne in his tyme doth and will ſtirre vp the 
Princes and Magiſtrates, to hate that harlot , to make 
her naked and delolate of her honours , dignityes, and 
revenewes, to convert and employ her Lordſhips, 
lands, and livings to other vles, and finally to ſuppreſſe 
and abandon her offices works & abominations, which 
have ſo long deceived and defiled the world. Rev. 17. 
I5.16.17. and 18, and 1g. thap, 

4+ Fourthly, this tall of Babylon , this conſumption 
of the man of ſinne, and deſolation of the great whore, 
ſhalbe performed by degrees : that as it 1ole not whol- 
ly vp in a day, but fiſt was in a myſterie, and then was 
revealed, and afterwards exalted: ſo it ſhall alſo decay & 
be aboliſhed by little and little, till atIcngth fodcnly in 
one day, even in an houre, this city and kingdowe of 
Antichriſt be deſtroyed & abol:ſhed,fo as it ſhal never be 
found any more : as when a great wilſtone is c:t into 
the {ca and r1{cth nor agayne, and as of old jt c:me to 
paſſe (according to the word of the Prophet ) in 7aby- 1/757 #r. 
lon of Chaldea which was a type and figure of this ſpiritual y;;p 4.0, 
Babylon now ſpoken of , 2 Thef. 2. 3. 4. 7. 8. Rev. 14. 8. 20.1, * 


f, 4nd 18, 2.7.8. 20. 21,22. 23. With Eja, 13.4nd 14. hop, 
G (er, 
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ter. 50. 4nd 51. chap. 
Laſtly, at the overthrow and deſtruRtion of this Anti- 


chriſtian kingdome and myſticall Babylon, her Kings, 


Marchants, Mariners, and crafteſmen thall mourne 8 
lament, becauſe of the judgement come vpon her, with 
waom2 they have lived in pleaſure before, and no man 
now buyerh their ware any more : but the ſervants of 
God ſhilbe glad and rejoyce,8& give glorie tothe Lord, 
faying, Hulelu-iab, ſalvation and glory, and bonour, & power 
be to the Lord our God : for true and righteous are hy mage- 
ments: for he hath condemned the great Whore, Which did cor- 
rupt the earth With her fornication, and hath avenged the blood 
of his ſervants of from her hand. Reve, 18. 9.10.11. fc. With 
F9, Il. 2, Oc. 


And hitherto of the firſt and ſecond Reaſon. Both 
which I have proſecuted more largely, as conteyning in 
them the ſpeciall grounds of this controverſic: namely, 
that their preſent Miniſtery is not according to the ordinance of 
Chri/?, and not this onely, but # 4/ſ6 of the apoſtaſic of Anti- 
&hriff. To which two heads, the other Reaſons here 
enſuing may be referred. Yet the propounding & hand- 
ling of them apart from the other, ſerveth more plain- 
ly to meet with ſome objeftions , and more fully to inſiſt 
vpon other particulars, needfull in this cauſe to be con- 
fidered. Ando we will now proceed to the Realops 


following. & 
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V Hatſoever Miniſterie t ſuch, as none (ay heave it 

or have any ſpiritual! communion ith it, but inſo 
aoing he [hall Worſhip the Beaſts image( ſpoken of in the Reve- 
lation) and receive his mark in his forehead or hand: that Mi. 
niſlerie may none hear or have any ſþirituall communion Withall, 

But the preſent Minittery of the Church—aſſemblies of Enel, 
V* ſuch 25 none can heare or bave any ſpirituall communion there- 
Yuck, but in fo doing he ſhall Worſhip the Beaſts image, and re- 
cerve his mark in hu forehead or hand: 

Therefore none may heare or have any ſpiritual! communios 
With the preſent Miniſterie of the Church-aſſemblies of Engl, 


The firſt part of the Reaſon is evident, becauſe 
whoſoever doth ſo worſhip or receive as there is ſayd, 
bringeth himſelf vnder the fierce wrath of God, as it 
is written, 1fany Worſhip the Beaſt and bu image, and 
receive bis mark in his forchead or hand , the ſame ſhall 
drink of the wyne of the Wrath of God, yea of the pure Wyne 
Which ts poured into the cup of his Wrath, and he [ halbe tormen- 
ted in fyer and brimſtone before the boly Angels and before the 
Lambe, and the ſmoke of their torment ſhall aſcend evermore, 
and they ſhall have no ref! day nor night, Which V.orſhip the 
beaſt and his image, and Whoſoever receiveth the print of his 
Name , Rev. 14.9. 10.11, 

That the truth of the ſecond part of the Reaſon 
may better appeare,we are firſt to conſider what is meant 


by the Beaſt and kis image here ſpoken of; what by the 
G 2 Wor- 
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wor ſTogping of it; and what by ——__ ; mark in the fore« 
bead or hand: and then to apply it to the preſent purpole. 
And firſt,that theſe and the like ſpeaches are not to be ta- 
ken litterally, but tn a myſticall and ſpirituall ſignificati- 
on,the Spirit of God teacheth vs in playne words in di- 
vers places of this book, Rev, 14. 8. 9. Wb chap. 1 7. 5.15. 
x. 414 11.3. 4n4 t. 20. belides that it may be ſhewed 
by n=ceſlary colleRion allo,as will appeare in that which 
followeth . 

By Bea#ts,the Scripture often figureth out men & king- 
domes, of beaſtly qualities and conditions, ſo reſembling 
them tor their thpliſh ignorance, ſavage cruelty, gredynes 
of prey, beaſtlyneSof lite, certainty of deſtruction, &e. 
Dan.7.17. & 8.20,21.22.23. With ler,r0.14, Ent.,13.31.32. 
2 Tim.4.1t7.Tit.1.12, And lo here,by the bea#t & his image, 
we may vnderſtand the Romaine dominio,8 Antichrittia 
hierarchie reſembling it, the body of the man of fin, with 


 alltheoffices, funRions,lawes, conſtitutions, power 8& au- 


thority apperteyning therevnto. For which, compare this 
Scripture of Rev. 1g. With 2 Theſ. 2. 3.4. 8. 9. IT, 4.1. 
2.3. 110h.2,18, 22, 4n44. 3. & 210h., ver. 6, 7. Rev. 11.4, 
and 13.1.2.5.6, 11.15.16. 17. 94 I7. 1.2. 3.4 5. 6. 7 
CI. and 18.2. Fc. and 19.2. 20, 21. ref 20.4 And 
thus have the Martyrs of former ages allo vnderſtood ir, 
as may be ſcen in 4&7. & Monum.. edit. 5.p. 1615. Oc, 

By worſhipping the Bea/?s image,may be vnderſtood the 
yeelding of ſpirituall ſubjeftion homage & obedience to 
that Antichriſtian kingdome, in the lawes, rules, offices, 
orders, power and juri{dition thereof. And fo this word 
Worſhip, is much vſcd in the Scripture. Exod. 20. 5. 
Deut, 12. J0.& 13. 2. 4. ſh, 22. $27. Iudg. 2, 11. 2 kings 
17 ,33--41, Faech, 8. 1.6. aud 20. 32. Mat. 15.9. Af. 7443+ 
Cal. 2. 18---23. 

By 
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By receiving of the mark in the forehead or hand, may be vn- 
derſtood the receiving of their ordinances & coſtitutions, 
to profcile or obſerve them, fo as thereby we may be 
knowen vnto others (as by a mark in the forchead) or 
put in mynd our felves ( as by a marke in the hand) 
that we apperteyne to that Romiſh or Antichriſtian king- 
dome . And that tbe mark here ſpoken of may 
thus be vaderſtood, and not ſimply be taken for ſome 
viſtble characters fer vpon the forehead or hand, but 
even for ſuch accepting and keeping of the Beaſts or- 
dinances as is aforeſaid, appeareth plainely by like 
ſpeach and vſe of theſe phraſes in other Scriptures. As 
namel y, 

For the one, that is the ſpeach of 4 mark in the fore- 
head, fee Fzech g, 4. Rev. 7. 3. whee the faithfull 
ſervants of God, are ſayd to be marked and ſealed 
in the forcheads; not that they received a viſible cha- 
rater or marke, but being fuch as mourned for the 
abominations of others, and did themſelves conſtant- 
ly and as it were with bold faces confeſle Gods name 
and truth before the world ( as the Apoſtle fayd,? I amy fRem,z.z6, 
not aſhamed of the Gofpell of Chriſt ) they were as evi- 
dently and certenly knowen by this, and-in the de— 
ſtruction of the wicked preferved by God, aFit they 
had vifibly ben marked in their forcheads. 

In a like maner alſo, when one is not aſhamed of 
the Beaſts waycs,of Antichriſts ordinances and conſtitu- 
tions , but receiveth and profeſſcth them, having ( as 
the Prophet ſayth) ' an Whores forehead that Wil not be "ter, g. 
aſhawved, he may be ſayd to receive the Beaſts mark in 
his forehcad, and be as plainly diſcerned of others, ta be 
one of that body & belonging to that kingdome, asat in 


his forchcad there were a viſible mark imprinted. 
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The maner of peach ſemeth to be borrowed from the 
common pratiſeofmen, who for ſuch things as they 
would hive knowen and dilſcerned,do vie to mark them 
in ſome? ſuch place as may well be ſeen and loone elpicd. 
So inzhe Paſeoverthe lentill and doore cheeks ( as being 
ready to thelight ) were ſprinkled with blood , that the 
Angel might {eethe blood, and fo paile over the houſes 
that were (prinkled therewith, Exod. 12.22.23. Now in 
man, the forehead, or any thing therein is in moſt fight 
and fooneſt eſpyed : As whea the leproſy ſprang in the 


forchead of /z244h,as ſoon as the Prieſts looked vpon him, 


forthwith they perceived it, 2 Chron. 26. 19.20. Andin 
this reſpe& it ſeemeth the Lord commanded in the Law, 
that the plate whereon was graven as {1gnets are graven, 
Ho!ynesto the Lord, ſhould be alwayes on Aarons forchead, 
thereby to figure out the continuall mediation of Chriſt 
our high Prieſt , who appeareth in the {:ght of God for 
vs. Exod. 28. 30.37. 38. With Heb. 7. 25. andy. 2 4. 

For the other, that is,the {peach of 4 »ark pon the hand, 
ſee Eveod. 13. 8-16. Dent, 6.7-—12. 4nd 11, 19, where Mos 
ſes ſpeaking of the obſervation of the ordinances of the 
Paſſcover, ſayth vnto Iſrael, r (halbe a figne vnto thee wp- 
on thyne hand, and for a remembrance between thyne eyzs,that 

the Law of the Lord may be tn thy mouth: for by a ſtrong fan the 
Lord brought thee out of #,2mpt . Exod. 13.8.9. And agayne 
he vſeth the ſame maner of ſpeach, towching the obſerva. 
tion of the ordinance of conſecrating their firſt borne to 
the Lord, Exod. 13.16. Andagayne, when he teacheth 
| the[fraelites continually to remember the words which 
God commanded, Dew. 11, 14, By which Scriptures 
apocareth,firſt chat by aſigne on the hand is-not meant a 
vidble ſigac ormark (er or engraven vpon the hand , but 
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(as Moſes expoundeth himſelf ) the keeping of the ordi- 
nanccs and commandements of God, as the Paſſecver, the 
conſecrating of the firit borne, &c. Exod, 13. 10, 15. Dent. 6.7. 
#.9.12. Secondly, that the keeping of thoſe ordinances 
as God appointed them, ſhould be asa ſigne vpon their 
hand to put thera.in remembrance continually of their 
deliverance out of Fgypt by the mighty power of God, 
and of their homage & ſubjetion due unto him for ever. 
Accordingly theretore by the Beaits marl,may be vn- 
derſtood the keeping of his ordinances and conſtituti- 
ons. So as when men do keep and ſubmit vnto any the 
ordinances of Antichriſt, as his Miniſtery , Worſhip, 
Religion, aCourts, Canons or the like, it is as it they 
received a mark vpon their hand, to put them ſtill in 
mynd of their ſervice and ſubjeRion yeelded vnto him. 
Thus we ſee how the Scripture vſcth this maner of 
ſpeaking, when it would note the continual remembrance 
of a thing, as may be ſeen alſo by like ſpeaches in other 
places , Song. 8. 6. Eſa, 49. 16. Hae, 2. 24+ 
And it ſcemeth ( as the other ) to be taken from the 
vſuall cuſtome of men, who becauſe the hand of a man 
is alwayes in his ſight, vſe therefore (when they would 
remember a matter) to put a ring or thread or ſuch like 
thing vpon their hand, that they may not forget bur ſtil 
be put in mynd thereof. Such alſo is that ſpeach of God 
in the Ptophet, ſaying, 7 have graven thee pon my hand, 
thy Wales are ever in myſieht , Eſa. 49. 16, where the latter 
part of the ſentence expoundeth the former ( a thing of- 
ten vſed in the Prophets ) and teacheth that in this place 
theſe words, 70 be graven on the hand, (ignify to be alwayes 13 
ht and remembrance . To which end may be obſerved, 
how the marke ſpoken of in the Revelation,is — 
Y 
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ſayd to be receivedfia the right hand, becauſe that hand 
is common!y the more vſcd, & lo more often in the eye 
and (ight ofa man, then the other hand is. 

And thus it appeareth, that they which keep the ordi- 
nances and conſtitutions of Antichriſt, may juſtly be 
ſayd to receive his mark in their forehead or hand, (o as ther- 
by they give notice to others, as by a mark in the fore- 
bead,or beput in remembrance themſelves,as by a mark 
in the hand, that they apperteyne to his kingdome and 
juriſdiction, And this is the proper vle of {ignes, marks, 
characters, and thelike, by them ro make difference & 
diſtin&tion, to give knowledge vnto others, or to be put 
in mynd our (elves, of ſuch things as we would have 
diſtinguiſhed knowen or remembred: as may be leene 
borh 1n the continuall praiſe of men, and throughout 
the Scriptures, For which, ſee Gey. 4. 15. 4nd y. 12.13, 
I4.1<.,16.0 17.11, Nu, 15.38. 39.40. 16. 34. Dent, 
11.1f. and 22.15.16. = 2.18.21 Of 4. 5. 6-7. Eft, 30, 
17. Miu. 24.32. 3}. Lu#*#.2. 12. Rom. 4, 1. 

Moreover, that this is the meaning as hath bene ſhew. 
e1, may begathered alſo by the contrary, which is op- 
paſed therevnto by the Spirit of God in the fame ſcrip- 
tare, whichis, the keeping 0 the Commandements of God and 
faith of leſus, Rev. 14. 9.12. and 20.4. Forlo in that place 
are oppoſed, on the one fide * che vor hipping of the 
Bealt and his image and recetving of his mark, and on the 0- 


*pev. 14. 12 Fer (ide * the keeping of the commanndements of God and the 


$Exod, 40, 
LIE 


tExed. 29.6. 


faith of Teſus. Ag likewiſe in the ſccond commandement 
there are ſet oppoſite,on the one hand,*the making & de- 
viling of any rhing in the worſhip of God, or the ſubmit- 
ting to any ſuch inventions ; and on the other hand, 'the 
keeping of that onely in the worſhip of God which he 


himſelf bath commaunded . Exod, 20. 4. 5. 6. __ 
allo 
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alſo it may be obſerved, that the ſame words, of keeping 
the con-mandements of Ged, ate vied in both theſe Scrip- 4p oy 
tures, and ? in the one oppoſed generally to all inventt- ,, c. 
ons in religion whatſoever , * in the other ſpeciallyto ,, 
the conſtitutions and abominations of the Romuſhand ,.-.:2, 
Antichriſtian iuri{diction. 

As the faithtull therefore which in religion ſubmit 
themſclves onely tothe truth & ordinaces of Icſus Chriſt 
preſcribed in his word, are ſayd to keep the commande- 
ments of God and faith of Iefus, having this as a ſtgne 
vpon thcir hand, and being ſealed therewith as with a 
mark on the forchcad: fo they which in religion ſub- 
mit themſelves to the ordinances & conſtitutions of the 
Romiſh Antichriſt, are accounted by the holy Ghoſt to 
worſhip the Beaſts image and to receive his mark in 
their torchead or hand. And hitherto of the expoſition 
of this Scripture. 

Now to apply it to the matter in hand, it is to be no- 
ted, firſt that this Antichriſt the man of finne hath made 2 7% *- x. 
apoſtaſie from the ordinances of leſus Chriſt. Second. 7* /"m* 
ly, that he hath brought in and ſct vp in ſtead thereof ; 144. 2. re. 
his owne errors & conſtitutions, the inventions & works 12- & + 
of Sathan: and particularly, that oppoſing and exalting no ___ 
himſelt againſt the kingdome of Chriſt, he hath turned #7, chup,cxe. 
the Miniſtery and government of Chriſt his officers 
(which be Paſtors, Teachers, and Elders) into the Miniſte= 
ry and government of 4rcbi hops, Lorbiſhops , Suffraganes, 
Chancelows, Archdeacons , Commiſſaries, Prieſts, Parſons, Vi- 
cars, &c. entring and exccuting their/offices, not accor- 
ding to Chriſts ordinance, but attcr| their owne order:, 
canons and conſtitutions, Thirdly, that notwithſtanding 
many popiſh enormities be already removed out of the 
land by the mercy of God, yet the preſent _—_ 
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of their Church-afſemblies ſtill is ſich as every one of 
them is ſubje& to a provinciall Archbiſhop,to a dioceſan 
Lordbiſhop, toa Chancelour, to an Archdeacon, to a 
Prieſt, bzing the Parſon, Vicar, or (tipendary Curate of 
the Pariſh : As alſo toa Book-worſhip deviſed by man, 
to the Prelates popilh courts, ſuſpentions, excommuni- 
cations, abſolutions , conſecrations, orderings, degrada- 
tions, deprivations, and other ſuch proceedings, accor- 
ding to their Canons and courles: which in their order 
were erected and' are reteyned in the Synagogues and 
kingdome of Antichriſt, but were never appointed by 
Chriſt for his Church and people ro obſerve and yeeld 
ynto, as hath bene proved. Wazreby it appeareth, that 
the publick Miniſtery of thzir afſemblies now is ſuch as 
none can have ſpirituall communion therewith, but in 
fo doing they obſerve and ſubmit vato the ordinances of 
Antichriſt; and conſequently worſhip the Beaſts image 
and receive his mark in their tyrchead or hand, according 
as here before hath bzne declared. 

Yet before I conclude this point, I would advertiſe 
the Reader,that ſome vnderſtand this recervine of the mark 
#n the forchead or hand, to be meant of ſubmitting vnto An- 
tichriſts ordinances eyther openly with a bold face,or ſe- 
cretly vnder hand. As alſo, that ſuch may be layd to re- 
ceive the mark in their hand, which receive ro execute 
any office or performe any work in the kingdome of An- 
eichriſt by his power and hand, that is, by vertue of any 
authority received fr6 him or of any ſubjection yeelded 
ynto him.-Which may well be applyed to the buying & 
ſelling by vertue of the mark received, ſpoken of Rev. 
r3. 77. But how ever it be for the propricty of the phraſe, 
yet herein doall thefe expoſitions agree, that thereby is 
xnderitood the ſubmitting to Antichriſt his a_—_ 
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to be implyed , and therefore come all to one end as 
towching the matter in hand. 

And long ſince, lohn Clazden ſpoken of before, a Mare 
tyr of Chriſt (burnt in the dayes of King Henry the fitt, 
in the ycare, 1415.) held that the Biſhops licence for a man 
zo preach the Word of God, 15 the charadtey of the Beaft, that is 
Amtichriſt . A@. and Monwn, edit 5. pag. 588. Andat- 
ter him agayne, Mr Ridley, another Martyr ( burnt in 
Queen Maries dayes, in the yeare 15 5.) writing largely 
of this matter to the Chriſtians then aflicted,ſheweth his 


judgement concerning it, thus: * Dorh net Paul command * 19. o» Mc. 
#0 the Romanes, nhichperteqneth zo every Chriſtian ſoule: | Ag num. care. 5, 
you have in tymes paſt given your members to do ſervice 
ynto vncleannes and wickednes, from one wickednes to t&m.C. 


another: ſo now give your members to do ſervice vnto 
righteouſnes, that you may be ſanctiticd. And pray thee 
good brother V hat deef? thou think ts 18 bear the mark of the Beaſt 
mn the foreheadand in the hand that Sainit lohn fpealeth of? TI 
know We oneht Wari'y to ſpeak of Gods myſteries Which he (hewed 
by the ſpertt of prophe ſying to bu ſervant lohn , yet to read them 
Vth reverence,and 10 pray for the ſame ſo much 44 God Fknowerh 
neceſſary for our 1121 to know,l think it neceſſary and good Where- 
fore What I ſuppoſe i to beare the Reaſts mark, I vill tell thee, 
and commit the tudgement of my interpretation, 41 in all otbey 
things, to the ſpirituall man. T ſwppoſe he beareth the Beaſ/ of 
Babylons mark in his forehead, Which « not aſhamed of the Beaits 
Wayes, but Will prefe(ſe them openly to ſet forth his maiſter the 
beaſt Abaddon . Andlilewiſe he beareth his mark in the hand, 
that Will, and doth praftiſe the Worls of the Bea#t With hu power 
and hand. And likewiſe 1 vill wot let ro tell thee, What Ithink to be 


ſaned in the forehead for the ſervant of God #s , Whereof lohn alſo 
ſpeakerh, reckoning 1p many thowſinds ſo to have bene ſiened of 


every mribe; 1 ſupp? e he ts ſigned an the forehead, for the ſervant 
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of God, Whom God hath appointed of his infinite goodnes, hath 
_ bim grace & ftrength,cottautly to confe/Je bim,& bits truth 
efore the World. And to have grace & firengh to cofeſſe Chrilt co 
the doctrine of the Croſſe, & to lament ex mourne for the abomi- 
nations of _Antichriit, 1 ſuppoſe ts 20 be ſianed With Tau, where« 
of Ezekiel the Prophet doth peat, Thus I ſuppoſe theſe Prophe- 
cies areſpiritually to be vnaerſtood: And to look for other cor- 
porall marks to be ſeen in mens foreheads or in their hands, 
Fs nothing els but to look that there ſhould come ſome brute 
beaſt out of Babylon, or ſome Elephant, Leopard, Lybn, or 
Camell or ſome other fuh monſtrou beat With ten hornes, that 
ſhould do allthe Wonderful things ſpoken of tn lohn : tAnd yet 
of a beaſt peaketh lohn: | But I vnderitand hins ſo to be called, 
rot for that he (halbe any ſuch brute Beat, but for that he #2 
end ſhalbe called the child of perdition , Which for his cruelty 
ani bea/tly manert, is called the b:aft, The carnal lewes 
knew there vas a promiſe made that Elias ſhoul4 come beſore 
Chrif the (Meſfi1s (the aunoynted of God) to prepare his wayes; 
they knew alſo there Was a promiſe of Me/fias, that be ſhould 
come and be a King,and reigne in the houſe of David for ever- 
more: But they onderſtood all ſo grofely an1 carnily that they 
meyther kn:w Elias nor Meſftas When thty came © for they loo- 
ked for Elias to come dawne from heaven in his own perſon, 
end for Meſias to come and reigne in Wrid'y pom:, power, 
riches , glory: When the prophecies of both Were ſpiritually 
# have bene wvnder/tood: Of Elias that he [hould come , not in 
perſon , but in ſpirit, that is one that ſhould he induced With 
the ſpirit an gifts of grare of Elias, Which W.us in deed lohn 
Baptiſt , as Chriſt himſelf did declare to his Apoſtles: And 
of MeJtas reigns, all the Prophers Were to be wnderſfood 
of the reigne of his prrituall kinzdome over the houſe of lacob 
el the t142 Iſraelites for evermyre, Anal ſo by their groſſe 
&xd carnel vadertanding , they miſtook both Elias and the 
iris 


> 
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#vue Mcſſias, and when they came, knew neyther of them both. 
So hikewiſe I feare me (ny it is certayne ) the world that wan- 
geth the light of the ſpirit of God ( for the World is not able to 
receive him , ſaith John ) neyther doth nor ſhall now the 
beaſt, nor his marks , though he rage cruelly and live newer / 
bea/tly, and though his marked men be 1m number like the 
fend of the ſea. The Lord therefore wouckſafe to open the 
eyes of the blynd With the light of erace, that they may ſee & 
percerve and wnderſtand the words of God, after the mynd of 
his Spirit , Amen, Thus farre Mr Ridley. 

And Mr Bale (an exile of Chriſt ) vnderſtanding by 
the Beaſt the great Amtichri/t,and by his image thoſe gover- 
nours Which take wpon them his blaſphemous titles, names, autho- 
rity, or defence: y 5 it alſo, thus, * To receive the * mage of 


Beaſts mark in their foreheads and hands, is both to agree to ſuch borb Church® 
Vpen Key. 


decrees, traditions , lawes, conſ,itutions , atts, and proclamati- , , 
ons , as they vnder thoſe titles have made,onely far their owne co- 
vetouſnes and pompe, and neyther for the glory of God, nov yet for 
the right maintenance of the Chriſtian common Wealth: And alſo 
#0 be ſworne to the ſame, to ſubſcribe 10 it, ro grve counſel or ayde to it, to mane 
feyne it by learning, to munifter m1t , to execute vnder it, to accuſe, puniſh, pf 
p#t 11 death forut, or to think it lawfull and godly with ſuch like. 
Thus have I ſomewhat largely noted down the ſayings 
of theſe Martyrs of former times,as being of good weight 
to the matter in hand. For although Antichriſt was not 
then {9 tuly diſcovered nor ſo deeply wounded, as ſynce 
he hith ben and wilbe yet daily more in this latter age 
of the world ( in which reſpet we are not now to be 
prefTed with every thing which they then coming news- 
ly out of the darknes of Popery did receive and allow) : 
Yet by theſe teſtimonies alledged and other the like 
In their ſtories, it may appeare how vprightly they jud- 
ged, and how faithfully :they walked even vnto | 
death, according to the meaſure of light reveiled 158 
H 3 Vito | 


,-; The third %eaſn. 
vnro them : in. which reſpc& they will riſe vp in judge» 
meatto condemne this age, wherein notwithſtanding 
taut Antich:iſt be plainlyer manifeſted and more conſu- 
med,as yer ſtil he wilbe more & more til he be aboliſhed, 
t: "RES #. tby the brigarnes of Chriſts appearing in the light and 
$-2.19-.7: power of his Goſpell: yet as if no ſuch thing were or 
; ſhould be, or as if men ' had eyes and ſaw not, cares & 
— $0 9-1... heard not, harts and vnderſtood not, who is there that 
15. 44,428, dy not ſtill take pleaſure in that vnrighteouſnes of An- 
richriſt, difobeying the truth of the Goſpell of Chriſt, 8& 
worſhipping the image of the Beaſt , and receiving his 
markin their forchead or hand? For which howſoever 
men do plead, yet letall remember and conſ{tder, how 
the Spirit of God hath foretold the end and fruit therof 

to be this, to ſtand vnder the wrath and judge- 
ment of God, to be tormeated before the 
holy Angels and before the 
Lambe for evermore. 


Rev. 14.9. 10, 11. With 2 Theſ. 1.8. g.G 2 Th, 2. 3-12. 
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The fourth Reaſon. 


One may heave or toyne in any ſpiritual! communion With 

that Miniſlerie which deriveth not their power and funtt- 
ons of Miniſtery from Chriit, Which us the head , for the cdiff. 
cation of the Church, Which ts his body. 

But the preſent Miniftery of the Church-aſſemblies of Engl, 
deriveth not their power & funttions of Miniitery from Chriſt, 
which ts the head, for the edification of the Church, Which uu 
his body. 

Therefore none may heave or toyne in any ſpirituall commu« 

on With the preſent Miniſtery of the Church-aſſemblies of Engl, 


The Propoſition or firſt part of the Reaſon can not be 


denycd : 1. Becauſe none may be ſubje& to any power 


or head in religion, ſave onely to Ieſus Chrift, whois the 
alone head of the Church,in whome all fulnes of power 
dwelleth, and from whom alone the Church receiverh 
her life and ſtrength . Fphe. 1. 22. 23. 4nd 4,9, II. 12. 15+ 
Is. Col. 1.18.19, 4nd 2.18.19. 1 C0), 12.4: 5» Go 12+ 27s 

2. Becauſe the Miniſters which derive not their power 
from this head to the execution of an office in his body, 
are vſurpers of that which perteyneth not vnto them, 8: 
enemies of Chriſts ſoveraigne authority: and the people 
which heare them, or otherwiſe ſubmit to their power 
and Miniſtery, become guilty with them of treaſon a- 
gainſt the King of Kings the Lord Ieſus Chriſt. Mar. 28. 
18.19. 20. 1 Cor, 12. 5. Luk. 19. 12. 13. 14. 27, With Exods 
20. 4+ 5» 2 Theſc2. 3. 4-9. 10+ Le 12. ReVe 13+ The & 
I7s 
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64 - The fourth Reaſon 
17. 41d 18. and 19. chap, 

3- Becauſe Gqd diſpoſeth the members every one of 
them in che body at his pleaſure, and hath fully fur- 
nithed his Church with all othces necdtull: fo as it is 
not in-the power of any creature to give or take away 
any members to/or from Chriſts body, or to approve 
by any practiſe ſuch giving or taking away vnder any co- 
lour whatſoever, Rom. 12. 3---8. 1 Coy. 12, 6. 12,18. 27. 
28. Fphe, 4: 4—=16, I Tim 3,5. 6-1 3.14, Kev, 22.18.19, 


The Aſſumption or latter part of the Reaſon is proved 
not onely by this, That the Miniſters of the Church- 
a{llemblics of England have not thole offices and callings 
which Chriſt hath given to his Church tor the work of 
his Miniſtery : as hath bene ſhewed before in the firſt 
Reaſon, to which this may be referred: but may alſo be 
made manifeſt further, and ſhewed by the contrary, atter 


this maner: 
1. Firſt, the preſent Miniſtery of the Church-aſſem- 


blies of England, is of Deacons and Prieſts made by the 


Prelates, ſome of them being Curates, ſome Vicars, ſome 
Parſons: ſome Archdeacons, ſome Lordbiſhops, ſome 
Archbiſhops, &c.. | 
- 2. Nowthele be ſuch offices as were left in England 
by the Pope, and are ſtill reteyned in the kingdome of 
Antichriſt: neyther were knowen in the Churches of 
Chriſt planted by the Apoſtles, but roſe vþ with the body 
of Antichriſt, & perteyne therevato:as hath bene hand- 
led before. 

3. And, the Scripture teacheb plainly, that Sathan 
ont of the battomeles pitis the author and head of thoſe 
oficesand funfions which were formed and erctedin 


the kingdomeof Antichriſt the man of finne : and con- 
lequently 
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ſequently of the offices aforeſaid yet remayning in the 
Church of England. 2 Thef. 2. g. Kev. 9. 2. 3. 11, 20s 


&nd 13.11. and 18.2. & 20, 10, 
4. And it Sathan be the creRter and head of theſe offi. 


ces and functions, then it is certayne that Icſus Chiiſt is 
not . For what concord hath Chriſt with Sathan? 2 Cor, 
6.15.17, 3,8, 

Wherevpon enſucth , that whoſoever adminiſter by 
vertue of the offices aforcfaid (as the Miniſters of the 
Church-aſſemblics of Engl. do ) they derive not their 
power and authority from leſus Chriſt the head of the 
Church, which is his body, cvcn the fulncs of him that 
fillethall in all things: but trcm the dragon that cld ſcr- 
pent, Sathan the head of the body & kingdome of Anti- 
chiiſt,the Prince of darknes,cven the ſpirit that worketh 
in the children of diſobedience. 

And this have the ſeckers of reformation a long time 
ſynce vnderſtood, and publiſhed to the world: who ſpea- 
king of the eccleſiaſticall government of the Church of 
England, fay it is * Antibriftian and diveliſ! h and contra- _ ” 
rie 20 the Siriptwes, That Whatſoever commeth fiem the [4 
Pope (Who is Antichriit )cometh firſt from the Divell, and ont of T. C. fit re 
the bottomles pit: That the Names and Offices of Archbiſhops, P9: P48 42. 
Lordbiſhops, Archdeacons, Commiſſaries, Deanes, Prebendaries, ; by _—_ 
Parſons, Vicars, Stipendaries, and Pariſb prieſts &c. came om Anſwer to the 
che Pope and are an Antichritian hierarchie: That Sathan is © _—_ of 
the authour of the falſe Miniſterie in the apoſtaſie of the Man of ,,;7 __ * 
ſine , andinthe kingdome of Antichriſt the beat: That their ge. 
offices and callings be ſuch as were firſt deviſed and ſtill are re- 
reyned in the kingdome of Antichriſt, Whereof they cannot de- 
py but Sathan is the head , 

Now therefore let all men judge, whether any can 


with 2 good conſcience heare the word, receive the Sa- 
I craments, 
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craments, or have any fpiricuall communion with their 
Miniſtery in this eltace: yea chough the men that be in 
it be of never (© great gifts, and teach never ſo much 
truth. [s ir diveliſh, and may the people of God joyne 
'yntoit?2 Came it out of the bottomles pit,& ſhall we ſerve 
the God of heaven by it? Do they which preach by ver- 
tue thereof, derive their power from another head then 
Ieſus Chriſt, even from Sathin the head of the falſe 
Church: and ſhall the members of Chriſt 8 his Church, 
by hearing or otherwiſe, ſubmit their ſoules and conlci- 
ences to be wrought vpon by it? God forbid. Knhow 
we not, that as the true Miniſtery was ordeyned by our 
Saviour Chriſt, for the edification of the Church & ſal- 
vation of the hearers: ſo the falſe Miniſtery hath ben e- 
reed by Sathan, and is reteyned by Antichriſt, for the 
ſubverſion of the Church, the deceiving and deſtruction 

of the hearers ? | 
We deny not, but many of theſe Miniſters be men 
of good gifts and preach much truth a14 c »mfortable 
doctrine : but this we ſay (and itis found too true)that 
the more gifts and truths they bring with them, the more 
they vphold this myſtery of iniquity & Miſtery of Sa- 
than; the more deeply they inthrall the h-arers vnder 
the bandage of Antichriſt; and the longer they deteyne 
them from the way and ordinances of Ieſus Chriſt. For 
who ſeeth not, that the dumbe Miniſters, though they 
have the ſame kind of Miniſtery among them as the reſt, 
even the ſame Deaconry and Prieſthood received of the 
Prelates (there being no other allowed in that Church) 
” being of no gifts to call and intiſe them that paſſe 
y the way to come vnto them, are therefore much de- 
ſpiſed and rejeRed of the beſt and moſt forward of the 
people? And would not the preachers allo, who by ode 
gifts 
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eifts allure the paſſers by ro come and heare them, be 
as much deſpiſed and rejeRted, ifthey ſhould teach falle- 
hood onely, and no truth ; impiety, and no godlynes? 
But how could they then ſo colourably entile and en- 
tertayne their gueſts as now they do? how could then 
their ſtollen waters and hid bread be ſo ſweet & pleaſant 


as now it is? how could they ſo greatly vphold this work 


of Sathan, and fo long deteyne their hearers in ſubjeRi- 
on to Antichriſts Miniſtery, and in defetion from the 
way of Chriſt, as now they have dones So as all may 
ſee that by reaſon of the gitts they have and of the truth 
they teach, the abomination of their Miniſtery and 


Prov. LO Ti. 
14.15.46, 
17. 


Church-government is ſo coloured as few conſider it is *, Theſ.1.77 
*a myſtery of iniquity; few conceive itis * the work of, ,., ,..... 


Sathan,few know that ! rhe dead are in their aſſemblies, 
and that their gueſts are in the depth of hell. 

And Sathan himſelf that ſubtill ſerpent and deceiver, 
perceiving how by falſchood onely he cannot continew 
thoſe offices and ordinances, which for deceiving of the 
world he hath framed 8 ſet vp in the kingdome of An- 
tichriſt, is content for the vpholding of his work to re- 
ceive many truths, to have the word preached,and facras 
ments adminiſtred, ſo as it be by his owne offices & ac- 
cording to his owne ordinances(becauſe by this meanes 
his wayes and conſtitutions are reteyned) rather then by 
abandoning the truth vnerly, to have all his Miniſtery 
and works of iniquity diſcovered and quite aboliſhed, 
Neyther can we think otherwiſe, but he wil rather chooſe 
to maynteyne the ſtrength of his kingdome,in reteyning 
his officers and ordinances , though it be with loſſe of 
ſome falſe doQrine and admiſſion of ſome truths for a 
tyme, then otherwiſeby an vtter refuſall hereof to ſuffer 


loſſe of all his merchandizeat once,not onely of his falſe 
I 2 doctines 


4 Prov. 5-14, 
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dodrines , but of his falſe offices alſo and conſtitutt. Min 
ons, by whictthe raleth and adminiſtrech his Antichri- _ 
ſtian kingdome, and hopeth by them in, tyme vpon tit r pi 
opportunity agayne to bring in his former hereſtes,& to | _ 4. 
temovethole doRtrines of truth, which tor a ſealon he |, , 
*;Cx.11, hath ina ſort ben forced to admit. He that can*tranſform Tx 
"o himſelf into an Angel of light, can be content to yeeld | »«4, 4- 
ſomething for a tyme ynto the truth, that afterwards 
he may have the more advantage againſt it and them 
that profeſſe it. Therefore allo it is no great thing, of Er 
+1b;dem, ver, though * his Miniſters tranſtorme themſelves,as though viltbl 


vr. they were the Miniſters of righteouſnes, whoſe cad | #19 | 
ſhalbe according to their works. | ſtate « 
In the meane tyme, let none marveile if they fee thoſe 
the eſtate of things in the world to be ſuch, as plainly Tt 
bewray that Sathan and Antichriſt, ſo as they may ſible C 
have their Miniſtery reteyned, chuſe rather (when they [2d 1 
cannot otherwiſe do withall ) to have ſome truths of | W9rld 
the Goſpell taught by their Othcers thercin', then to by vo! 
have bath their Miniſtery refuſed, and every truth of | 22 to! 
the Goſpell freely taught by the Ohcers of Chriſt: Chur 
thinking it to be better for them to continue their con- the re 
fticurions with admiſhon of ſome truths, then thar both them; 
Chriſts ordinances ſhould be received, and the whole | Prclac 
truth yeelded vnto, in obedience of faith. Office 
Bur let all yet in the feare of God take heed vnto of, ma 
themſelves how vnder colour of learning the truth ,hea» fer the 
ring the word, enjoying the Sacraments, and the like here, t 
perlivaſions, they be drawen to have any ſpirituall com- | V1g th 
munion with that Miniſtery aforeſaid, ſeing they de- the ed; 
rive not their Miniſteriall fanRtions and authority from needs | 
Chriſt the head of the Church, but from Sathan the | _ 
witn th 


Prince of the world: {0 as none can hears the word, 
receive 
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receive the Sacraments, or learne the truth from their 


{ Miniftery in this eſtate, but they ſhall therein ſubmit 


themſelves to that Miniſtery which Sathan hath ſet vp in 
the kingdome of Antichritt,and continueth vnder theſe 
and the like pretences among his ſubjeRs . Fearful & to 


be remembred alway is the verdi& of the Apoſtle, *that "2 Theſ 2.1% 
God wil [end them the efficacie of de luſion that they ral beleeve lies er be dam- mn 

ned, becauſe they beleeve not nor recerve the leve of the truth that they might 

be ſaved, And hitherto of this 1urther declaration of the Mſumpunon. 


Another cofimatio thcrot is, that the Church-aflCblics 
of Engl.whcrvnto their Miniſtery bclongeth,are not true 
viſible Churches of Chriſt,as now they ſtand. Therefore 
alſo it cannot be that the Miniſters thereof can in ſuch e- 
ſtate derive their miniſtery tro Chriſt,tor the edificatioof 
thoſe Churches,as being his body wherot he is the head. 
T hat their Church-aſſembires are not in their effate true Vi- 
ſible Churches of Chriſt, hath often ben proved heretofore: 
and may be ſeen,in that they are vnleparated from the 
world; not joyned togcther in comunion of the Goſpel 
by voluntrric profeſſion of the faith of Chriſt & ſubmiſſi- 
on to the governement which he hath preſcribed to his 
Church; not having the power of Chriſts Churches, for 
the receiving of any truth,or redreſſing of any evil among 
them; but ſtanding in bondage vnder Antichriſt, in their ,,, , , . 
Prelacy,Preiſthood, Worſhip,eccleſtaſtical Courts, Cans, yie « ou, : 
Officers, proccedings, &c. The further handling where. 2-#er: pag. 
of, may be had *in ſundry other Trecatifes;to which I re- far of Gf 
fer the Reader : entreating all carctully ro obſerve this" ,u/s. r tr. 
here, that the Miniſters of the Church of Engl.not deri- Srone, Mr 1«- 
ving their funRions of Miniſtery fromChriſt the head,for x-——4podngyh 
x - na ds p62. Fe. 
the edification of the Church which is his body, it muſt Counterpoyſ. 
needs be vnlawfull for any,and ſpecially for the members #» Cen. 
of the body of Chriſt,ro hear or otherwiſe ro comunicate © "2%" #* 
with th& in their worſhip, vnder any pretece whatſoever, ** oh 
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Ine may heare or have any (þ:ritual co mmm With thoſe 
Miniſters, which mini/ter the holy things of God & Work 
pon the conſciences of men by vertue of a falſe ſþrritual calling, 
But the Minifers of the Church-aſſembites of Eno/1nd, mtat- 
freer the holy things of God an4 Vv:9r% <pon the conſcienes of men 
by wvertue of afalje ſpiritual cating . 
Therfore none m1y heare or have any /hiritnall communion 
vhth the Minifter, of the Church-a(jemblies of Enz/and. 
J S 


The Major or firſt part of the Reaſon is proved: 
1. Becauſethe miniſtration of the holy things of God, 
15a ſpeciall part of Gods [piritual worſhip: and therfore 
neyther to be done by any falſe ſpirituall calling,nor to 
be received from any lo miniſtring, Mar. 28, 18, 19. 20, 
AR 20.17.28. Epheſe 4. 11, 12, 1Cor, 3,8. 9, &f 4.1. O $.3- 4.5. 
11.23.24. 25. © 12.4 5.6.13. 18, 24, 2 Cor,s. 19.20, Col. z, 
17. iT. 3.15, ands.1lz;.--10, 2Tim. 4 3. 4. 5. Heb, 5.4. with 
N#,16,40.ler.23.16 21-22. Ezech. 43.4.5 44+6.7-8. 9.Rev 2.1.2.3.45%c 
2. Becauſe the conſciences of the people of God arc 
the Temples of the living God wherin he dwelleth by his 
Spirit, & ought therfore only to be ſubie& to the Lord, 
and caught by him in his owne ordinance, 1 Cor, z, 76. & 
2 Cor.6.16.15,18-with 5,20,l0h.r;.20.Heb.tz.5. r7.Rev.22.16 17 18.1 9, 
3. Becauſe the Lord Tefus Chriſt alone muſt have this 
preeminence, & the Church may not ſuffer any whom. 
ſoever tobcare rule over them at their owne pleaſure, 
Col, r.1#,19, and 2, 18, 19. 
4. Becauſe in ſubmitting the ſoule to a falſe ſpirituall 
Miniſtery, men defile the Temple of God , and with- 
draw their ſubjetion from Chriſt, and become the 


ſubjects of Ancichrilts: as it is written, The Temple of God 
5 
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f God 

is 
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& holy,vehich ye are : And , Nomancan ſerve two maill ers: 
for exther he (hall hate the one and love the othey , or els he ſhall 
leane to the one and deſpiſe the other, And, of Whomſoever 4 
man is overcome,even to the ſume i, he in bondage.r Cor.3.16. 
I7. 14, and 2 Coy, 6.16.17. With Mat.6.24. Luk, 6.46, Mal. 
I. 6. Rom, 6. 16. 2 Theſs. 2.3.4, 2 Pet. 2.19. 


The Minor or ſecond part of the reaſon is proved, be- 


. cauſe they miniſter the holy things of God 8 work vpon 


the conſciences of men by vertue of their Miniſtery re- 

ccived of the Prelates, fro their ſpiritual authority, which 

is vſurpedand Antichriſtian; and therfore by vertuc of *' 31445. 
a falſe {pirituall calling : as hath ben ſhewed before in the ;,,..;5, 
ſecond Reaſon, and is proved in * divers of their owne Reaſon: for 
writings. Yet here is ſomewhat to be annexed for the "</+ re 
clearing of ſome exceptions, ſpecially concerning ſuch as 7p M 
are of greateſt forwardnes among them. 

Some there be which ſay,#heypreach nor by wertue of their 

Miniſterie takenfrom the Prelates,but by wertue of ſome other cal- 

ling and authority , Letſuch conſider and anſwer, 1. Why 

they would ſcem to renounce that calling received of 

the Prelates ? 2. Secondly, it they diſclayme that Mini- 

ſtery appointed by Law of the land, why they blame vs 

for doing the like ? 3. Thirdly, if they preach by ver- 

tve of another calling then that they have reccived of the 
Prelates, how then they ſtand Miniſters of that Church 
whereno otheris allowed © and how they impoſe them- 

ſelves vpon any of their pariſhes or aſſemblies , ſeing the 

lawes of the land allow onely the Prelacy Pricſthood & 
Deaconry aforeſaid? 4. Fourthly, how they can avoyd, 

but needs they muſt be therein both intruders & hypo— 
crites? Intruders, becauſe they take vpon them & exerciſe 
a publick office in that Church,againſt the publick _ 

I 4 an 
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and conſtitutions thereof: Hypocrites ,becauſe they pre- 
tend in ſhow onething to the Prince , people, and State; 
and yet performe another thing in deed: They pretend 
and ſcem to ſtand by the Princes lawes,& by the authori- 
ty of their calling had from the Prelates (for otherwiſe 
they could not ſtand Miniſters in any of thoſe aflcblies): 
and yet they pcaRiſe the contrary, if they ſtand not by 
this, but by vertue of ſome other calling and authority,as 
ſometymes they affirme . 

Burt let vs ſuppoſe that which is not,namely, that they 
had ſome other calling which were lawfull: yet alſo re- 
cciving or reteyning this vnlawtul calling of the Prelates, 
this were but to halt between two opinions, and to ſet 
theirthreſholds by Gods threſholds , and their poſts by 
Gods poſts, even their inventions by Gods ordinances. 
Of which kindof worſhip the Sctipture witneſſeth, that 
: itis nothing els but zo ſet a Wull bet Ween God and them, and 
; #0 defile his holy name with their abominations, Exzech, 4.3.8. 
| With i Kinz, 18. 21. 

—_— Finally, whatſoever they pretend of another calling, 
fat roc.hs Oy their Charches or peoples chaſmg,accepting, willing ſubjecting 
| compariſen of 10 2heir Miniſtery, &c. yet it is evident that in very deed 
| -arizge. they preach the word & miniſter the Sacraments,and ex- 
| rue op Ecuteall duries of their Miniſtery , by vertue of their cal- 
f 7:/ormp. 5o, ling taken from the Prelates : As may appeare by theſe 
ps Offerof Conf. realons following: : 

| £439: 7. Becauſe they cannot ſtand publick Miniſters of the 
Church-aſſemblies of Engl. , vnleſſe they receive of the 
Prelates the Deaconry 8& Preiſthood aforeſaid. And at 
their ordination, they have this authority given them of 
the Prelates , when the Biſhop delivereth to every one 
ofthem, the Bible in his hand, ſaying, * Take thou autho- 
711) to preach the Yyord of God,and to miniſter the holy ſacraments 


| 
j ®Book of or- 
| ering priefis, 
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#m the coneregation, Where thou (halt be ſo appointed. 

2. Becauſe that alſo by the law of their Church,they 
are 1 excommunicated ipſo fatto , if they affirme, that they +Conm of 
Vo are made Biſhops , Prieſt«, or Deacons after their fourme of Anno, 160z. 
making and conſecrating them , are not lanſully made , nor to <**4* 
be accounted by themſelves or others,to be true!y Biſ hops, Prieits, 
or Deacons, wntill they have ſome other calling to thoſe Offices, 

3. Becaule the people, even the beſt & moſt religious 
among them (as now they ſtand in the confuſion and 
bondage of-thoſe eccleſiaſticall afſemblics, officers, ca- 
nons, & proccedings)have not the liberty of the Chur= 
ches of Chriſt, nor power in that eſtate to choole and 
ſubmit vnto the true and lawful Miniſtery appointed by 
Chriſt. Of which point ſee further, in the Treatiſe ofthe 
Mini#tery of the Church of Enzl. p. 119. 120. 121. 

4. And laſtly, becauſe without & againſt the peoples 
conſent (by whoſe approbation and ſuvjeRion to their 
Miniſtery they would ſeem to ſtand)theyare by the Pre- 
lates alone, filenced, deprived, and degraded, from cx- 
erciling any Miniſtery in thoſe aſſemblies. Whereby 
even themſelves proteſle to the world , that they have 
their Miniſtery from the Prelates ; that they exerciſe it 
by vertue of their calling received from them; & that 
= ſtill remayne in bondage vnder their Antichriſtian 
authority, Not to ſhew further in particulars, how 
their eſtate is ſuch (whatſoever they think or pretend 0+- 
therwiſe ) as both themſelves, their Miniſtery, and peo-« 
ple ſtand all of them ſubic to the Prelates,and to their 
Antichriſtian Courts, ſuſpenſions, excomunications, ab- 
ſolutions, and all other their proceedings, officers, ca- 
nons, and conſtitutions eccleſiaſticall. 

In the Scriptures wee read, that the Apoſtles, being 


true Miniſters of Chriſt, would not at the commaunde- 
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ment andchreatning of the lawfull Magiſtrates and Ru-, 
ters leave of to preach in the Name of [eſus, 42. 4. 5.6, 


5.8.&c. And why ſhould not thele preachers, if they 
werein atrue Miniſterie, much more refuſe to leave it 
at the appointment of the Prelates, who are vnlawtull y- 
ſurpers ofthe juriſdition which 2 challenge and cx- 
erciſe in the Church 2 Yea ifſo be their offices and au- 
thority were lawfull, yet when they forbid that which 
G od hath commanded, all the Scripture teacheth in ſuch 
cal es notto yeeld obedience vnto them any more then 
th® Apoſtles did tothe Rulers of Iſracl in the matter a- 
fore ſaid. 

If it be ſaid , that the Apoſtles had an immediate calling 
of Chriff, and therefore refuſed to obey the Rulers: We an- 
ſver, that they had in deed an immediate calling of the 
Lord, but they made not this the ground of their retu- 
fall, neyther might ſo have done, if the Magiſtrates c6- 
maundement ({ayd vpon them had ben lawfull. Here 
therfore twothings are to be obſerved: Firſt, that in all 
lawfull things,the Apoſtles afwell as any other Chriſti 
ans were bound to obey the Magiſtrates in the Lord, 
And fo they both did themſelves, and taught others to 
do, ſaying, Let every ſoule be ſubief ro the higher powers. Be 
very foule, alwell the Apoſtles and Prophets, as any other 
whoſoeuer. Rom. 13.1. 7 Pet. 2. 13---17, Secondly, 
the Apoſtles being at that tyme ſo injoyned and threat- 
ned by the Governours of Iſrael, layd this for the foun- 
dation and ground of their anſwer and refuſal, has 
zhey ought to obey God rather then men. Af, 4. 1g. and 
CAF. 5.29. ' MWhichis aduty as neceſlarily re- 
quired of all Miniſters and Chriſtians, as it was of 
the Apoſtles, namely, to obey God and not Man, when 


Man forbiddeth that wh ich God commaundeth,or com- 
maundeth 
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mavndeth or which Go de, " 
An example in deed there is of Uriah the Prieſt, who 
at the commaundement of the King of Iudah made an 
altar after the faſhion of that of Damaſcus, and ſacrificed 
thereon. 2 A722. 16, 19.11, But therein he ſinned great- 
ly: notwithſtanding that he offered vpon that altar to 
the Lord, ſuch burnt-offerings, meat-offerings, 8 peace- 
offerings, and at ſuch tymes of the morning and eve- 
ning ſacrifice, as God himſelf had appointed. And ifin 
that tyme of the Law he ought not to have done this 
though the King of Iudah commanded it, but ſhould' 
rather have loſt his lite for refuſing it: much lefſe may 
the Church-Miniſtery now vnder the Goſpell, at the ap- 
pointment of any Princes (Chriſtian or other) be framed 
or exerciſed after any new maner deviſed by Man,and 
leaſt ofall after Antichriſts that Man of finne: Yeathough 
in that Miniſtery many dodtrines of the Goſpel be taught, 
and ſuch Sacraments. adminiſtred as Chriſt hath ordey- 
ned. For the other was but contrary to an ordinance 
given by Moſes, whereas this is contrary to an ordi- 
nance given by Ieſus Chriſt, who being the ſonne is wor- 
thy of more honour then Moſes the ſervant . Heb. 3. 3. 
And here agayne concerning ſuch as plead, that they 
eeach the truth and many excellent points of dofFrine: It is to 
be obſerved, that yet none may therefore heare their 
Miniſtery vnder colour of learning the truth and recei- 
ving comfort from them ; neyther may for this cauſe c0- 
tinue in ſubjeRion to their Miniſtery and ordinances: be- 
cauſe that although men heare much truth from them, 
yet in yeelding to heare & receive it from Antichriſts 
Miniſtery, they defile the Temple of God in themſelves 
(if they be the Lords ) even their ſoules and conſciences, 
and become the ſubjects of Antichriſt the ſonne of per- 
K 2 dition. 
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dition. Not to ſpeak of the many errors and falſe- 
hoods, which they alſo teach and maintcyne. And 
for the truth which they preach, it is no new thing {as 
we have ſhewed before) that th Minifters of Antichriſt 
ſhould in divers things teach and bring the truth with 
them . For whea Sathan cannot by talſchood vtter his 
wares , merchandize, ordinances, Miniſtery, worſhip, 
&c. he will be glad to vtrer the fame by teaching the 
truth. He is beyond meaſure (kilfull in framing deluſt- 
ons, and making them meet that they may be received: 
& therefore when he perceiveth that he cannot get men 
toſubmit thiſclves to his ordinances by hereltes 8 falſe- 
hood, he yeeldeth himſelfto bring the truth with him, 
tothe intent that his ordinances may thereby be received 
which otherwiſe would be rejeted, and tothe end 
they may be had in eſtimation and obyed even for the 
truths ſake which they bring with them. Ot which 
thing ſee what js further ſpokea here betore, in the other 
Reaſon, Pg. 66, 0c. 

And Mr B2za againſt Saravia hath a good ſaying con- 
cerning this point, which he ſheweth by the pratiſe of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles/{ſpoken of in 'M 6.1.24. 25. Luk, 
4+ 34- 35. Ad, 16, 16, 17. 18.) vidz, that although anti- 
c<hri# teach that Which is moſt true , as (omerimnes he d:th, to the 
end he may wnaer colour of the truth more ea'ly ſe 4uce men to 
beleev his lyes, yet the truth is not to be heard and received from 
bis month , but even then out ve to op 047 eaves, leaft under 
this pretence talking With him W2 be deceived by him: for the 

erath 35 not tobe recerved from the [pirit of ues and vntruth. Aud 
I Would to God (faith he ) that this Were diligent 'y obſerved 
of thoſe Wiſe Mediatours, who think that compoſition and agree- 
ment may be made With Antichri/t: ſeeking a mean there, Where 
tis not at all to be found, Beza contra Sarav.cap.25.p-193- 
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Moreover , who knoweth not that Antichriſt and his 
Miniſters have bene and fill are in ſhow hypocriticall 
frends, but in deed great enemies of Ieſus Chriſt , even 
vnder ihe name of Chriſt fighting againſt Chriſt? Which 
thing how could they do , ifthey did not profeſſe and 
zeach many truthes of the Goſpell of Chriſt? Forifthey 
ſhould deny every truth thereof, and ſay plainely that 
thcy were not the Church and Miniſters of Chriſt, 
then were they preſently eſpycd ro be ſuch as they are; & 
who would follow them any longer ? But Babylon is * a "Rev-17.5. 
myſtery: and therefore not caily Perceived or ayoyded, * 759-7: 
till God reveale it and-draw vs out of it . And who- 
ſocver will aright diſcerne the condition of Antichriſts 
apoſtaſie, muſt with 7b be caried as into the wildernes in 
the ſpirit, that we may look vpon it, notaccording to 
the ſhow and account it hath in the world, but as itis in 
decd eſteemed of the Lord and diſcovered i in his word. 
Rev.17.3-4-5.6., And when it is ſhewed vnto vs, yet are 
we in ourſclyes like Zo lingring and finding delayes, 
till God being mercifull vnto vs, take and draw vs as it 
wcre out of Sodom: whereas we ſhould be like mynded 
as Pat1d who faid ,1 have conſidered my wayes,and turned my 
feet into thy rofl nnomies: I made haſt and delayed net , to keep 
I. Ly commattinaements, Pſal. II9. $9, 00, with Gen, 
19, 1---16. REV. 11, 8, and 18. 4. 5. 
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F the prefent Minifery of the Church. aſſemblies of Fre). be 
a ftraunge Miniſtery,then is it net lawfull inthe Worſhip of 
God to heare it or have any ſpiritual communion thereWith, 
But the preſent Miniſterie of the Church-aſſemblies of Engl, ts 
a ſfraunge  Miniitery, 
Ther fore it is nct lawfull in the Worſhip ef God to hearc it or 
have any ſpirituall communion therewith, 


The conſequence of the Propoſition is neceſſary,and 
cannot be denyed: 1. Becauſe Chriſt ſetteth it downe 
as a property of his ſheep to be obſerved, that they fol- 
low not ſtraungers, but flee from them, for that they 
know not their yoyce Joh. 10. 5. Rev. 2.2. 

2. Becauſe he that miniſtreth in the Church being a 
ſtraunger,preſumptuouſly approcheth to miniſter betore 
the Lord, and polluteth the Sanctuary and holy things 
of God. Num. 16, chap. and 18. 4.5. Ezech, 44.7. With 
Rev, 17. 1. 2. 41d 19. 2. 20. | 


3. Becauſe by having ſpirituall communion with ſuch, 


we embrace the boſome of a ſtraunger, and ſo commit 
ſpirituall whoredome againſt the Lord, Prov. 5. 20, With 
Num. 15. 9. Pſal, 106. 39, 


Thetruth ofthe Aſſumption is manifeſt, ifwe conſi- 
der what a ſtraunge Miniſtery is , namely, that which is 
not by the Lord ordeyned and given for that work: As 
ſome of themſelves have publiſhed heretofore, char rhe 
holy Scripture accounteth ſuch for ſtraungers in the Miniitery, 


Which have #ot their offices limited by the preſeript of Gods Word: 
And 
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And, #t tis all new Which is fraunze, and ftraunne Which 
#5 not commannded by the Wordof God, T.C. his 2. reply.paz. 
438. 439- | 
And here before, we haveproved*that their Miniſtery *2e4ſon. 7: 
is not appointed by Chriſt in his word. Which them- 
ſelves allo have confeſſed and publiſhed, writing in an 
Admonition to the Parliament, * that they have an Anti. + Admen to 
chriſtian hierarchie and popiſh ordering of Miniſters Hraunce te Porivam. 
from the Wordof God and the wſe of all Well reformed Churches mv. hn oy 
in the World, Where alſo they call all the Miniſters made© * 
by the Prelates (and others their Church hath none)by 
the name of New creatures, And in tanother treatiſe, ſpea- 45, 
king of divers of their chicfeſt offices, they write, that Rem. 12, 
the t_Apoſtles never knew them, Sion hath not heard ef them, le- 
ruſalem Which is above Will not acknonlecee them, that the 
Warchmen being a ſleep , they ett into the c1ty of the Lord, and 
have no title nor intereſt in the Church as publick members , but 
are rather members and parts of the trumpet & V hoore of Rome 
then of the pure virgin & ſpouſe of the immaculate Lambe. T hus 
was thcir judgement heretofore : If now they be other- 
wiſe mynded, eyther they muſt ſhew out of the word of 
God, the offices, entrance, adminiſtration , and mainte- 
nance of their Church-Miniſtery, or els ({eing this can- 
not be done) the ſheep of Chriſt muſt and will account 
them as ſtrangers , and therefore flee from them and the 
tents oftheir afſ{mblies, leaſt otherwiſethey periſhin 
their ſinnes . oh. 10, 5. With Numb. 16. 26. and 18. 7, 
C7 Rev. 18. 4. 
And to the end this thing may the better be obſer- 
ved, let vs here a little conſider the hiſtory and confpira- 
cy of Corah Dathan & fbiram,recorded in the book of Nil- 
bers,ch.16, When God by the handeot Moſes had appoin- 
ted Aaron & his ſonnes tothe office of the Prieſthood, 
Corb 
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Corah a Levite,and Dathan and Abiram of the tribe of 
Reuben, with other famous men of the Congregation, 
conſpire and ſtrive againſt Moſes and Aaron, touching 
the Prieſthood: challenging them that they took too 
much vpor them, becauſe (as they thought ) the Pricſt- 
hood belongednotto Aaron and his foanes onely, as 
Moſes had appointed it, butſeing all the Congregation 
was holy, and that the Lord was among them, therefore 
others of them alſo might have and execute it. Where 
further it is to be noted, that Corah , Dathan , Abi- 
ram,and the reſt, differed not from Moles, neyther ſtrove 
with him in any point of Religion, but towching the 
Prieſthood and Miniſtery onely, They held thatrhe true 
God onely was to be worſhipped; and notattcr any ido. 
latrous maner ,but according to his owne will, with the 
ſacrifices and the incenſe which he had appointed; and in 
all other points of Religion accounted tundamentall they 
agreed with Moſes . Onely in this they differed & oppo— 
ſed, concerning thoſe offices and Officers, by which the 
incenſe was tobe offered, and other duties of Gods wor- 
ſhip to be performed, that is, as towching the Prieſts 
office : Moles holding that the Prieſthood perteyned to 
Aaron and his ſonges , Corah & his company thinking 
otherwiſe. The matter is brought by Moſes before the 
Lord to be decided. He ended the controverkie, firſt by 
bringing deſtruction vpon Corah, Dathan, Abiram, 
and ſuch as abode in their tents; ſecondly by the bud- 
ding of Aarons rod and the not budding of the other 
rods of the Princes of Iſtacl: and herevpon allo giveth 
ſtrait charge, that no ſ/raunger come neare to do the Prieits 
office , or if any do come neare,that he dye for it Num, 10. & 


17.414 18, 1---7, 


Now toapply this to the queſtion in hand, we =-y 
tus 
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thus conſider of it: That now the controvertie & conſpi- 
racy bcing not againſt Moſes the ſervat, but againſt Chriſt 
the ſonne; not about the perlons who are to be in the true 
offices, but about holding & keeping in of falſe offices;not 
by Corah Dathan Abira & others lometymes viſible mE- 
bers & famous menin the truc Church, but by the oft— 
cers of Antichriſt the great enemy of leſus Chriſt, yea by 
Antichriſt himleltin his officers in the falſe Church: That 
therfore it the people then were bound to hearken vnto 
Moles | perſwading th& to depart from the tents of thoſe tx,m. 16, 
wicked men , and to touch nothing of theirs, leaſt they 25: 26. 
periſhed in their ſinnes,then it bchooveth the people of 
God now to obey Icſus Chriſt yo_ vs to depart 8.15.4 
out of Babylon, and not to partake in her finnes, leaſt we 
reccive allo of her plagues: and therfore not to abide or 
have any (pirituall communion within the tents, that is, 
vnder the juriſdiction & in the conſpiracy of Antichriſt: 
yea not ſo much as to heare the word or receive the Sa- 
craments, miniſtred ina true Church of Chriſt, by any 
officer of the kingdome of Antichriſt : ſuch as the pre- 
ſent Miniſtery in queſtion hath been proved to be. 
For if at that time none of the children of Iſrael might 
execute the Prieſts office, being ſtrangers as touching it: 
then now may no Canaanite, no ſtranger, ſpecially by 
office, adminiſter before Icſus Chriſt,nor be received in- 
to his Church: But al! the veſlcls brought before the 
Lord, muſt be holy vnto him: and therfore muſt be clen- 
ſed firſt, and purged from the fhilthynes of Antichriſt, be- 
fore they may be vſcd in the houſe of the Lord of hoſts. 
mb, 16. 40, With loel.3.17, Zach.14.21. Eſa. 5.8.0 52+ 
Ii, 411 66. 20, With Heb, 3.1.2.3. 4nd 5. 4. | 
It zny think, that yet notwithſtanding they may 1 
Preſent t!:ir bodyes attheſe aflemblics, ſo as they do not 
L hcarken 
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hearken nor coſent with the heart to that which is done 
among them, they both deceive them(ſclves and difſem- 
ble with others, and (above all) ſfinne againſt God, who 
inthe ſecond commandement hath ſtraitly forbidden vs 
to ſubmit eyther body or foule to any ftraunge wor- 
ſhip or inventions of man in religion. #vod. 29. 4. 

5s. Asaccordingly the Prophets in the detection of It- 

racll taught the people, xo? to come ro Gilz.tl, wor to go wp 19 
Beth-aven,vnles they would multiply their tranſgretſions, 
Hof. 4. 15. Am 4.4. and 5.15. And the Apoltles like- 

wiſe have taught all Chriſtians what to do in ſuch calcs, 
Save your felves from this froward generation. Conc out from a- 
mone them,and ſeparate your ſelves, and touch no Vncleanc thing, 
And,Goe out of Babylon, that ye be not partakers in her ſuns. Act, 
2. 49, 2 Cor.6.17.Rev. 18.4. Even as in the hiſtory of Corah 
Dathi & Abiram& the reſt hath ben ſeen, what heavie de- 
ſtrucis came ypon ſuch as departed not from thcir tents 
but continued with them. Neyther wil it help to ſay,that 
they which were in that company of Corah and his comple 
ces, conſented” with them in their conſpiracy; which 
theſe pretend they do not : For it is playne notwithſti- 
ding , that when once they were warned to depart from 
their tents, ſuch as departed not, were deſtroyed in that 
deſtruction, all of them,even to the young children,wha 
having not vnderſtanding , could not give conſent to 
that which was done, Nw. 16. 26. 27. 32. Oc. 

Neyther can the example of Naaman (ſometymes al- 
ledged ) warrant (uch practiſe. For firſt it is manitcſt, 
that Naaman' ſpake of two things, wherevnto the Pro- 
phet givech bur one anſiver . The firſt, hat there might be 
given him two mules load of the earth of ſrael, becauſe he would 
#henceforth ofer ns burnt offs ing or ſacrifice onto any other God, 


ſve vm the Lord, The otherthut tbe Lord Would be _— 
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Aeninſi hearing the Mini#t, of Fnel. 23 
faltagto him, when his Matiter Went into the houſe of Rimmon 
to Worſhip there,& leaned on bis hand, & he bowed downe in 
the houſe of Rimmon ; that When he bowed downe in the houſe of 
Rimmi,the Lord Wowld be merciful to himin that matter, Which 
two things when Naaman had propounded,Eliſhaes an- 
ſiver vnto him was thus, Goe 7» peace. 2 King. 5.17.18, 
19, Now whatſoever men would think of the latter of 
theſe, yet the firſt is ſuch as all will graunt to be ſuper- 
ſtitious and vnlawtull: For there was no holynes in the 
carth it ſelf, and Icrulalem oncly was the place appoin- 
ted for ſacrifice at that tyme. So as by the Prophets an- 
ſwer/whethcr it were onely according to their woonted 
manecr of bidding one another farewell, or to be fur- 
ther & otherwile myndcd, yet)there cannot be proved 
a conſent & approbation given to the things ſpoken of. 

Next , let vs ſuppoſe that Naamans bowing down in 
the houſe of Rimmon, may havea double conſideration: 
one, as being a religious action;the other, as being civill. 
Religious , if Naaman himſclt worſhipped there. Civil, 
it the King onely worſhipped , and no other with him: 
ſo as Naaman now was with him but for to leane vpon 
there, as in other places at other tymes . Which 
being admitted, yet then if it be conſidered as a religi- 


ous action in him, all know it to be vnlawful * to bow *: Kmg. 79% 
the knee to Baal,& therefore alſo to bow down in the 7+ $945 
houſe of Rimmon;and no more allowcd by the Prophet, © 


then his other purpoſe of having the carth of theland of 
Ifracl with him to ſacrifice vpon . And it it be conſidered 
onely as a civill ation , then neyther were it tothe que- 
ſtion in hand ( which is concerning religious worſhip 
done or thought to be done by all preſent) nor for any 
perſons but ſuch as have like ſpeciall imployment about 
their Lords and Maiſters for vic of their ſervice, when 
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they goe to the place of their worihip , But now it is cer- 
tayne and playne that Naaman al ked pardon of God 
for it, and doubled this his'requeſt for merc;; , a3 being 
very much affeted with it. Which tor a goo. 2nd law- 
ful thing he needed not have done . And howlucvcr he 
purpoſed not hereafter to offer burnt offring or facrifice 
to any God ſave onely to the Lord God of Itrael, yet he 
thought ſtill of bowing down w** his Maſterin the houſe 
of Rimms;for which he craved mercy,as acknowledging 
it to beevill. And thus might tlie Prophets anlwer fitly 
and needfully be given vnto him, not as {aying, Goe aud 
do a4 thou ha#t ſaid, but, Goe #1 peace , trouble not thy ſelf 
with theſe things which would not turther but hinder 
the peace of conſcience; & being now clenſed of thy le- 
profic be carcful that thou ſinne not againſt the Lord, but 
ſerve him, which forgiveth thyne iniquity & hcaleththy 
infirmities : and peace from him be to thee. 2 ie. 5. 1. 
T4. 17. 18. 19, With lohn. 5. 5--14- © 14 1.27. Pſal. 103. 3. 
C7 122.6. 7. #, 1 Chron, 12.19, 

And otherwiſe, the approving of Naaman tocometo 
worſhip in the houſe of Rimmon,ſhould both be againſt 


the whol courſe of the (criptures,& againſt the prattiſe of 


the Martyrs in all ages, & a ready meanes for corrupting 
of others, and defiling himſelf, and diſhonouring the 
Lord whom now hereafter he intended onely to make 
burntoffring and ſacrifice vnto . 
And in this cafe we muſt alway remember, that as God 
h ith made and redeemed both body an. foule, and will 
glorify both in the life ro com +; ſo he will of vs be glorift- 
ed in this life bath in our bodyes and foules, in all our 
waves, an (p-cially in the ſervice and worſhip of his 
"111ne. Thrrfore would not the ſeven thowſand in A- 
23 rymebaw the knee vnto Buall, nor kiſſe him with 
; 204th, | 177n2.19. 19, Therctore would not Sha- 
| drach, 
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Aeainſt bearing the Miniſ?. of Fngl. 8 
drach, Meſhach, and Abednego, fall downe and bow 
themſclves to the image that King Ncbuchadnezar had 
ſet vp: And when he threatned them & ſayd, /fye bow not 
don'n,z« [halbe cait immediatly into the mids of 11 hote fiery for- 
nace: for Whos that God, that can deliver you out of my hands? 
they anſwered and fayd to the King,0 Nebrchaduezar, Wee 
are not carefull concerning this matter to anſwer thee ; Whether 
it be that our God Whom Wee ſerve, Who t& able to deliver ws, do fro 
the hote fiery fornace & from thyne hand, 9 King, deliver vs: Or 
Whether be do not, be it knowen to thee 0 King, that Wwe Will 
not ſerve thy Gods, nor bow down to the golden image, Which thou 
haſ# ſct vp. Dan. 3. 12---18. 

The like work of faith ſhould be ſeen in all the peo- 
ple of God. For*wrth the hart man beleeverh unto righteouf- 
nes, and With the mouth man confeſſeth,to ſalvation. And our 
bodies are not our owne any more then our ſoules, but 
both of them are the Lords , who hath bought them With a 
price, Therefore ought we toglority God in both, and 
toyceld the one no more then the other to any falſe wor- 
ſhip or vacleannes whatſoever. 1 Co7.6. 1 9.20, 

Finally,it ſhould els be lawful to preſent our bodics at 
the Maſle, and at any idolatry old or new wherclocver, 
And how then havether ben or canther ever be any Mar- 
tyrs of [eſus, which are on his ſide, called and choſen and 
fairhful ? Rev. 17. 6, 14.414 19.11. 14, 414 20, 4. 

But to leave ſuch vnconſcionable difſeblers to the judg- 
ment of God, letnot vs forget that the Lord our God 
hath forbidden vs to cadow any other, to receive or bow 
down to any inventions of Man in religion, ſpecially to 
the conltitations and worſhip of Antichriſt. And let vs 
take heed we provoke nat the Lord to anger, whois a je- 


*Rom 10 10: 


| Ious God, not enduring that his people thould imbrace 
| th:-bolomeotaltranger and break his covenant,but pory - 
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ring forth his wrath for this cauſe vpon his people,& viſt- 
ting this iniquity even vpon the third and fourrh genera- 
tion of them that hate him, and keep not his commande- 


ments but go a whoring with their owne inventions, 
Exod, $0. 4.5. 6. Numb, 15. 39. Pſal, 16. 4. and 


106.3 5--40. Prov. 5, 20, Ezech. 44. 
7. 1 Cor, 10, 22, REV, 14. 9.10. 
11,18. 4.5. and 22, 

IS. 19, 
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The ſeventh Reaſon. 


T- the preſent Miniſterie of the Church. aſſemblies of Fuel. be 
not from heaven, but of men : then ts it not lawfull in the Wor- 
(bip of God to heare it or have any ſpurttuall communion there With, 
But the preſent Miniſterie of the Church.aſſemblies of Engl, 1s 
not from heaven , but of men, 
Therefore it is not lanſull in the Worſhip of God to beare it or 
bave any ſpirituali communion there With, 


The conſequence of the Propoſition is manifeſt : 

1. Becauſe the Miniſterie with which we may lawful- 
ly communicate is from heaven , that is, appointed by 
God and warranted in his word. Mat. 21. 25. 26, Ephe. 4. 
#.11- 12. Heb, 5. 4. 

2. Becauſe the worſhipping of God by a Miniſtcrie 
framed by Man, is a breach of the ſecond commaunde- 
ment: which the Lord hath threatned ſevercly to pu- 
niſh. Exod. 20, 5, Dew. 12. 30-31. 32+ Fa. 29.13. With 
Mat. 15. 15:9. 

z. Becauſe ſuch a miniſtery is vncleane and lothſome 
in Gods (ight, ſo as the people of God can have no ſan- 
ified vie thereof. Num. 15. 39. 40. 2 Chron, 13.9. Eſds 
30. 22. 4nd 52.11. and 66.20.01. 1.4+ 


The truth of the Aſſumption is evident : becauſe God 
hath not appointed the Miniſtery of the Church-aflem- 
blies of Engl. but Man hath framed and fer it vp. Which 
may plainely be ſeen by comparing the Book of God, & 
their Books together : The Book of God, where their ofh- 


ces callings and adminiſtration cannot be found ” be 
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from heaven, ordeyned by the Lord; Their owne Books 
of making and conſecrating Biſhops Prieſts and Deacons, of C6- 
99m prayer and adminiitration of the ſacraments; of Canons and 
conſtitutions, &c, where they are readily found to be of 
Men, erected and authoriſed by themſclves. 

It any wil yet ſay,thcir callings & functions arc fr6 hea- 
ve,letthem ſhew it out of the word of God. Let the thew 
(I fay) that Chriſt the Lord hath ordeyned thcir offices, 
entrance, and adminiſtration: Their Of «es of Archbi- 
ſhops , Lordbiſhops, Suffraganes, Cathedrall and Ru- 
rall Deanes, Prebendaries, Archdeacons, Subdeacons, 
Parſons, Vicars, Curates, &c. Their Entrance by the Pre- 
lates, by whom they are made Deacons and Prieſts and 
conſecrated Biſhops,according to their book of ordering 
and conſecration; as alſo, their preſentation to benefices 
by the Patrones,& inſtitution by the Prelates, &c. Their 
adminifrration of the word, prayer, Sacraments, and cen- 
ſures, according to their Conſtitutions, book of Com- 
mon prayer, Injunftions, Canons, &c. Forthis is the 
way, & this only, to warrant their eſtate, & ſtabliſh the c6- 
ſcience of ſuch as are troubled about it. Yet this they doe 
not , but partly by cavils and exceptions againſt the 
truth and witneſſes of it, partly by vaine pretences of an- 
tiquity and humane authority, partly by abule and falſe 
gloſes of Scripture , partly by reproches and perſecutions 
of all ſorts, ſet themſelves to obſcure the light of the truth 
now mpnifeſted, and toturneaway the people trom the 
knowledge and obedience thereof. 

Which.is the more lamentable, conſidering what di- 
vers of them have judged and written of thele things 
themſelves. One thus , * The Miniſterie of the Goſpell, and 
the funttions thereof ought to be from heaven & of God, & not 


#nvemead by the brayne of men . From heaven (1 ſa) ) and hea; 
: wenly, 


LAeainit hearing the Minitt, of Fngl. 89 
wvenly, becauſe although it be executed by earthly men, and the 
Minitters alſo are choſen by men like vnto themſelves, yet becauſe 
it s done by the Word and inſlitutien of Ced that hath not one-  xuee this, 
ly ordeyned that the Word: ſhould be preached, but hath ordeyned 
alſo in what order and by Whom it [ heuld be preached, it may 
Well be accounted to come from heaven and from God, Sein 
therefore that theſe funttions of the Archbif hop and Archaeacon 
are not in the Yord of God, it followeth that they are of the earth, 
and ſo can do no g00d, but much harme in the Church, 

Another thus, ' _Albeit many nations that have renounced 1Demnfr, 
that Whore of Rome, are hcyneuſly f-nful again#t the glorious Ma- o Diſcipl. an 
zeily of Iefus Chrijt 5/7 is there noxe tn the Whole World ſo far out," age t 
of _ as England in retcyning that popiſh hierarchie, ſirit coy- 
ned inthe midſt of the myiterie of iniquity, and that fulthy ſink of 
the Canon Law , Which Was invented & patched together, for the 
confirming and increaſing of the tingdome of Antichriit: Where. 
in as great indignity is offered vo leſus Chriit in committing his 
Church unto the government of the ſame, as can be, by meane 
vnderlings unto a King; in committing hu beloved ſpouſe vnto 
the direttion of the miſtreſſe of the Stewes , and intorcing ber 
zo live after the orders of a brothethouſe. 

A third thus,* 1t js a matter Which by all the fraynings of *Removall of 
men therein employed, could never yet be cleared, that Provin- _— _ 
ciall and Dioceſan Biſhops are by Divine Right, rather Mmill. of 
then by Humane Pollicic . Ve tor our parrs hold theſe things Devon: and 
firme : Firſt, that that Church-calling tor Which the ſcripture gr- ©orn7ait. 
veth no exprejſe Warrant, t meerly wſurped and viterly wn- nn” 
lawfull . The office of Tohn (though it Were extraordinary) yet 
We ſee the care of the holy Ghoſt, toprove it by the Scraptare, 

*This is he of whom it is ſpoken by the Prophet Eſaias. *#*- 3+ 3 * 


| Let anyarvine tell me V hat dofirine he Would colieft, if be 


Were ro preach pon thatplace, Secondly, that the Holy Write 
makes no mention of any ſuch B , as &: now amoneſt vs, Shew 
me 


TAdmn, T, 
ard 2. 


90 The ſeventh Reaſon 

me(Who can) the title Epiſcopus or Biſhop given there t0 4ny 
mortall men in reſpect of other Paſtors , and not Wholy and one: 
ly in reſpect of the fuck 

And divers others of them thus, f Not onely the office of 
Elders but their name als is out of this Engliſh Church very 
removed, and in fead of them in every Church the Pope hath 
brouzht in and they in England yet mainteynethe Lordſ hip of one 
man over many Churches, Which Lordbiſhops being nos able (5 
the Elders ) to execute theiy offices in their owne perſons Without 

fubſtitutes , have therefore their vnder officers, as 'Suſſraganes, 
Chancelours , © Archdeacons, Offucials, Commiſſaries, and ſuch 
like. Alſo, They With their Canons and Conrts are drawen out 
of the Popes [ hop, & take 2/pon them Which is mo#t horrible )the 
rule of Gods Church, thruſting away moſt ſacrilegtouſly that order 
Which Chrii# hath left in his Church and Which the Primitive 
Church hath wſed, yea robbing the Church of lawful Paitors, Elders, 
and Deacons, And, In a few Words to ſpeak What We meane, 
Fyther mult we have a 1i2ht miniitery of God er a right govern- 
ment of his Church, according tothe Scriptures ſet apoyth Which 
we lack) oy els there can be no rieht Religion, nor yet For contempt 
thereof can Gods plagnes be from v1 any While deferred. Thus 
& much more have ſundry of themſelves written in for- 
mer tymes, how ever it be that now they would ſeem 
to plead otherwile. 

But to let themalone, by this may appeare how need- 
full itis for all , both Miniſters and people, to take heed 
to their wayes, and to lay them to heart, Towching the 
Miniſters, it ſhould herein be with them, as it was with 
Tohn Bapti# , who proved his calling by the word to be 
from heaven, loh. 1. 22. 23. Wi-h Mat. 21. 25. And they 
thatare in deed true Miniſters, will have ſpeciall care 
and alway be able to ſhew their offices and callings to be 
of the Lord, trom heaven, approved by his word. So 
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Againſt hearing the Miniſt. of Engl. oY 
were the Prieſts and Prophets in the tyme of the Law: 
So were alſo the Apoſtles and Miniſters of the Primitive 
Churches vnder the Golpell: Yea & Chriſt himſelf like- 
wiſe. Andif we may certainely affirme,that the Chriſt 
who cannot approve his calling by the Scripture is not 
the true Chriſt, but a falſe Chriſt, and therefore to be 
avoyded, notwithſtanding any truth he profeſſeth and 
publiſheth : then may weas ſurely conclude, that the 
Miniſters which cannot prove their callings by the word 
of God arefalſe Miniſters,and therefore not to be joyned 
withall , whatſoever truth they teach or bring with them 
otherwiſe. And if the Prophets, Apoſtles, lohn Bapriſt; 
& Chriſt himſelf would not take this honour vnto them, 
to be priviledged from having and ſhewing warrant of 
their callings out ofthe word of God: who and what are 
the Miniſters of the Church of England,that they ſhould 
be exempt from this ſo equall, ſo needftull, ſo generall a 
condition ? And it they be not exempt, why are they 
not ready and carefull to ſhew ir,tor the ſatiſtying of 0= 
thers, and defence of themliclves? 

And tor the people (howſocver the Miniſters do) it 
ſhould be with them,as it was with the children of Reu- 
ben and the children of Gad and halt tribe of Manaſles, 
who fayd, God forbid,that we ſhould rebell again! the Lord, & 
rurne away this day from the Lord to build an altar for burnt. of- 
trine, for meat offring , or for ſacrifice, fave the altar of the Lord 
onr God, that ts before his tabernacle. 1oſh. 22, 29, So ſhould 
all Chriſtians be likewiſe mynded and ſay, Far be it from 
vs, that we ſhould rebell againſt the Lord Icfus Chriſt,8 
turnethis day from him, inappointing for our ſelves (or 
ſubmitting our {clves vnto) any office or calling, for the 
adininiſtration of the word, prayer, or Sacraments, ſave 
onely that Miniſtery which Chriſt onr Saviour hath ap- 
pointed in his word. Of which fort becauſe theſe Mini- 
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ſters ofthe Church of England are not, far be it that we 
ſhould rebell againſt the Lord our God, and turne away 
fro him in receiving of them, in mainteyning or ſubmit- 
ting our ſelves vnto them, by hearing of them or com- 
municating with them in their Miniſtery any other 
WayCs. 

If it be ſayd, that all that theſe Miniſters do, is tothe 
Lord; and that the things which they do are ſuch as he 
hath commaunded, as reading the Scriptures , teaching 
the truth, praying, baptizing, &c. yetthis doth not help 
them, nor covereth their ſinne. For bel1des that which 
hath ben ſpoken before concerning this poynt, we may 
fee here by this example, how the Reubenites and the 
reſt confeſſed, that although they had built their Altar 
for the true God, and to ſerve him by no other ſacrifices 
then he required, yet their attempt therein ſhould not- 
withſtanding be rebellion againſt the Lord, and apoſtalie 
from their God . The ſame likewiſe is to be mynded 
| for all falſe Miniſteries & devifes of men in the worthip 
of God ynder the Goſpel. For whatſoever things ar writ- 
ten aforetyme,they are afore-written for our learning and 
inſtruction . Rom. 15.4. And hitherto of theſe Reaſons, 

Now the God of all grace give vs to agree and be 
like myaded in the truth and ſyncerity of the Goſpell of 
Tefus Chriſt: that wee may ſet our hearts to receive & 
keep whatſoever the Lord hath commanded, and in one 

accord with one mouth may praiſe Godeven 
the Father ofour Lord Teſus Chriſt: 
To whom be glory and domi- 
anion for ever & ever: 
Amey, 
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OTHER ARGVMENTS 


and Reaſons, taken out of divers Books, 
old and new, written by the forward Preachers concer- 
ning the Ceremonies, Miniſtery , and govern- 
ment of the Church of England: 


Tending to the ſame end and proving the 
ſame thing with the Reaſons 
here before alledged, 
vids, 
That it is notlawfull to heare or com- 
municate with the preſent Mini- 
ſtery of the Church-aſſem- 
blies of England, 


The firſt Argument,taken out of Mr W. Br. Twelve Argu- 
ments, made by him agaioſt their Ceremonies; and 
thus applyed voto their Miniſtery, 


Fig Wil.wor ſhip is ſme: 

To heare or communicate With the preſent Miniſterie 
of the Church-aſſemblies of England, in Church Service in maner 
and forme preſcribed, u a Wil worſhip. Ergo 

To heare or communicate With that Minifterie is fanne, 


The Propoſition cannot be denied, for the Apoſtle 
Paul plainely condemneth Wil worſhip. 
The Aſſumption may thus be proved : 
All pars of Divine Service and Worſhip, impoſed onely by the 
will and pleaſore of Man, wpon the communicants in Divine 
M 3 Ser- 


u4 The 1, Argument. 
Service,and that of neceſſity to be done, uWil-worſhip. 

But to heare or communicate With the preſent (Miniſtery of 
the Church-aſſemblies of England, tn Church Service in maner & 
forme preſcribed, is 1, a part of Divine Service and Worſhip, 
2. impoſed onely by the pleaſure and Will of Men, wpon the Com. 
mun'cants in Divine Service, 3. of neceſity to be done 
theretn, Ergo, | | 

To heare or communicate With the preſent Miniſterie of the 
Church. aſſemblies of England in maner and torme preſcribed, 4 4 
Wil-warſ hip.” 

The Propoſition is as cleare as the Sunne at noone day. 

The Aſſumption hath three parts: 

1. The firſt is, That to heare or communicate With the pre- 
ſent Miniiterie of the Churchof England, &c. is a part of Divine 
Worſhip and Service. Which cannot be denyed. 

2. The ſecond part of the Aſſumption is:That z# 7s im. 
poſed onety 1pon the pleaſure and Will of may, Which is evi- 
dent, ſeing Man impoſeth it vpon man, & God hath not 
in his word appointed their Offices callings and admini- 
ſtration , neyther required any to comunicate with rhem 
in Church ſervice, in maner and forme preſcribed. Tow- 
ching which, befides that we have ſpoken in the former 
Reaſons, ſee in their owne books what themſelves have 
publiſhed: a proof whereof in ſundry particulars we have 
given both heretofore, andin this preſent Treatiſe. 

3- The third part of the Aſſumption is: That it is of xe. 
eefiity to be done in Divine Service, Which is alſo out of all 
doubt : For the people ſtand bound to heare & comuni- 
cate with them, vpon payne of ſuſpenſion, extomunica- 
tion, paying twenty pounds a moneth, &c. 

Vpon all this jt followes , That to heare and communicate 
With the preſent Miniſerie of the Church-aſſemblies of England 
#72 maner & forme preſcribed,gs to do that Which is a part of Di- 
Vine Worſhip smpoſed onely by the Will of Man, &c. . 

: | The 
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The ſecond Argument, taken out of 
the ſame Treatiſe . 


I T is a ſme againſt Cod for Chriitians to partake With the 
Mini/terie of ſuch, as accounting themſelves to be ſervants of 
lejus Chriit, yet do inthe execution A their Miniſtery,otve ſpect» 


all Honour to Antichrift and bis Offacers, 

But the Mini#terie of the Church of England is ſuch,as the Mi- 
nifters account themfelves to be ſervants of leſus Chriſt, and yet 
in the execution of their Miniiterie , give ſpeciall Honour to An+ 
tichrift and his Officers, Ergo, 

It is a ſome againit Godfor Chriitians to partake With the Mi- 
miſterie of the Church of England. 


The Propoſition is manifeſt and cleare to any that 
have an eyeof Reaſonand any light of Divinity ſhining 
init . For which ſee, 2 Coy. 6. 14--77. Rev. 18. 4. 

The Aſſumption hath two parts; Firſt, 7hat the Mzni- 
Fers of the Church of England, account themſelves to be ſervants 
of [eſs Chriſt, Which themſelves will frecly graunt. For 
here they ſay, that by Way of Excellency they are fo. 

The ſecondis, that they do in the execution of their Mini- 

ſterie,give ſpeciall honour to Amtichrift & his Officers, Which 
is proved(lIf our adverſaries will graunt, that the Pope is 
Antichriſt, and the Prelates Antichciſtian officers) by 
this reaſon, 


Swch a conformity to t_ Antichriſt and his Officers in the Mint- 
ſerie, as is not onely beſides the Word of God, but in @ ſpecial may, 
ner- derogatorie to all reformed Churches that have depar- 
red from the Synagogue of Rome, #1 a ſpeciall honour 10 CAntt- 
chriit and his Officers, But 


94 The 2, Argument, 
But the execution of the Miniſtery of the Church of England, is 
ſich a conformity 10 Antichri#t and his Officers. Ergo, 
The execuion of that Miniſterie, in the manner a fared, a 
zo give ſpeciall honour to antichrift and bis Officers , 


The Propoſition is without exception . 
The Aſſumprion is thus proved: 

To execute 4 Minifterie under Antichriſts Hierarchie, and 
that alſo by vertue of a calling received according to the popiſh or- 
dering of Miniſters , Which 1s not onely ſ{raunge from the Word 

Of God and the vſe of all well reformed Churches in the World, 
but is alſo drawen out of the Popes pontificall, Wherein he ſhew- 
eth himfelt to be Antichriſt mot lively , that is to have confor- 
ity Veith Antichriſt and his Officers as ts aforeſaid. 

But ſuch is the execution of the Miniſterie of the Church of En- 
gland. Etgo, 

It is ro have contormity With Antichrift and his Officers as4s 
aforeſaid. 


The Propoſition they will not gaineſay. 

The Aſſumption they have graunted and publiſhed, 
widz, That they have an Antichriftian Hierarchie and popiſh or- 
dering of 'Minifters, Hraunge from the Word of God K6 8 vſe 
of all veell reformed Churches in the World, And, that their Pon- 
ricfrall Whereby they conſecrate Biſ hops and make Miniſters and 
Deacons,ts nothing els but a thing word for Word drawen out of 
the Popes pomtiticall, wherein be | heweth himſelf ro be Antichriff 
moit uvely, Aadmon. to Parliam, treatiſe 2. ſettion 14. 


and 20, 
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The third Argument, taken out of the ſame book of Mr Bradſh. 
Twelve Arguments, and out of the London Miniſters Ex+ 
Cepuons,and Lincolnſhire Miniſters Abridgement &'e, 


F (uch be the eſtate of the Miniftery of the Church. aſſemblies 

of England, as they are bound in their Miniitration vnto ſuch 
thines, as the w/e of them in Church Service in manner and 
forme preſcrived, ts a Wil.worſhip , a giving of ſpeciall Honony to 
Antichriſt and his members, a pertorming of Honour more then 
cvill(even a Religions)onely to an bumane Power and Anthorityz 
a Warranting of the like vſe of lewiſh, Turkiſh, Paganiſh, or 
Popiſh obſervations; a asine of ſchiſmaticall Attions, an having of 
fprrituall Commio With the Iaolatrons Papiſts in the myiteries of 
their Idolatrie and Superſtition,a mingling of Profane things With 
Divine; an wm of vulawfull things in Divine Worſhip, an ad- 
miniſtring of Sacraments that are not of divine inititution, a jo- 
lemne acknowledging of ſpirituall Homage , to the ſpirituall vſur- 
ped authority of Lord Archbiſhops & Biſhops; anwſing of humane 
Traditions and Rites enioyned to be pertormed in Gods Worſhip, 
as neceſſarie to ſalvation; an apparant meanes of the Damnation 
of the ſowles of infinite numbers of men, confirming them in Su- 
per/iition and 1dolatry; a diferacing of the holy Scripture, a pro- 


faning of the Sacraments; an approving of Popiſ h erronrs, 


and manifet vnruths ; an obſerving of a Leiturgie Which in 

the Whole matter and forme thereof, 15 #00 like wnto the Maſſe- 

book, and hath in it ſundry things contrary to the Word of God, 

&Cc. If fuch( I ſay) be the eFate of the AMiniſterie of the Church. 

aſjemblies of England, then is it not lawlnll to communicate with 

them therein, | 
But ſuch is the eſtate of the Miniſterie of the Church-aſembites 

of England, Ergo, | 

It & not latfull ro communicate With them therein, 5 

N e 


oT The third Areument 

The conſequenceof the Propoſition is proved by ſun- 
» 4ridze- dry reaſons, alledged * by the Lincolneſhire Miniſters, 
exent of the though vrged by them but againſt the vle of their Cere. 


rt ® monies : which we will now apply vnto the communi- 


5/y , bythe Cating with their Miniſterie and miniſtration atorcſaid, 
Lmcolneſhire ' 
Minifters, p. 1. By the ſecond commandement, which forbids all provocations 
I7. Gee ynto ſpiritual fornicatis,as the ſeventh doth vato that which 1s carnall. 
2. By the commandement and direQtion God hath given vsin his 
word, | to ſeparate our ſelves trom Idolaters and Antichri/ti.ans, and to 
be as vnlike vnto them as may be, ſpecially in their religious obſervari- 
ons; | to aboliſh not onely all Idols bur all che inſtruments of Idolarrie, 
and that ſo as we may beſt ſhew our + vemoſt deteſtation to them and 
*root out the verie memory of them, 8&c. tLevi. 14.3. 4 andly.19. 
27,18. Exod. 23. 24: Deut. 14. 1. andiz. 4, 30, 32, 4 Cor, 6. 14-14. 
Apoca, 14. 4. I Gen, 35. 2, 4. Nw. 73.52. Dent, 12.2.3. 2 KRing.23e 
#, $- Eſa. 27. 9. and;o. 22. 23. Zeph, 1, 4. Apica.2, 14.29. *Deut. 
7.45.46. and y,21, 1 Chron. 14. 1t. 2 King. 18. 4. and 23.6.4, Eſa. 
$0.42. Iude,z;, T Exod. 23.13. Deut,12.3., Toſh. 23.7. Zach. 13.%, 
3. By the equity & reaſons of theſe commandements which we find 
fer down in holy Scripture. vx, 1. The deteſtation which the Lord 
our God (being a jelous God ) beareth varo Idolatry and all the inſtru- 
ments and tokens thereof, as vnto ſpiritua!l whoredome. Exed. 20. x, 
E. Dewt. > 25.26. #2. Thatwecannot be faid ſincerely to have 
repented of the Antichritieniſme Idolatrie or ſuperſtition whereby we 
or our forefathers have provoked the Lord, vnles we be aſhamed of 
andcaſt away with deteſtation all the inſtruments and monuments of 
it . 4 Chron, 33.15. Eſa.r. 24.29, andt,6.t#., 9.20. andzo. 9.10, 17. 
22. 2 Cor, 7.17, | 3. That we ſhalbe in danger to be corrupted tn 
Religion and doGtrine, and ro be brought to ruine and deſtruction, if 
we conforme our ſelves to Idolaters & Anrichrifiantin their Miniſterie, 
miniſtration, ceremonies, & reteyne or partake with the monuments 
of their ſuperſtition, yea if we ſhew notal deteſtation vnto them. Exod, 
34.12.15. Dent. 3. 4+ 25.26. Indg. 2.13. Gal.t. 5. Rev, 
14. 4. #- That our keeping of communion With the Miniſters 
in ſuch Miniſtration , will be a ſpeciall meane to harden them in that 
vngodlynes. Ezech, 16, 54. 1Cor. 8.10, 5. That ſeing the Prelates 
are reveiled to be great Antichriſts, and their Miniſterie and conſtituti- 
ons to be great troublers of the Church at this day,it cannot bur be ve- 
ry finfull and hurctull co reteyne or communicate with them. 2 The/.z, 
3+ 4.8. 9,10,11,12. ” rs 17. and 18, chap. Lev. 14. z. 


& By che judgment of the godly learacd ofall Churches & ne 
i ave 
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have conſtantly taught and given teſtimony to this truth, that Chriſti- 
ans are boundco forſake and caſt of the Miniſtration ceremonies & res 
ligious cuſtomes of Pagans Iewes Anricbritrans Idolaters & Hereticks, 
and carc{ully to ſhun all conformity with them therein, 


And hitherto of ſuch reaſons as are alledged by the 
Lincolneſhire Miniſters, as is aforeſaid. Now for further 
confirmation of the Propoſition, I willalſo annex theſe 
following ; being of like nature with the former. 

t. The conſideration of the many finnes, and thoſe al- 
ſo greatand grievous, which enſue vpon ſuch practiſe: 
as may appcare by the particulars noted here in the Pro- 
polition,& proſecuted in their Books. 

2, Becauſe the fecond commandement forbiddeth 
not onely the makrng, but alſo the bowing downe to any in- 
ventions & conſtitutions of men in the worſhip of God: 
And this prohibition of bowing downe, includeth not one- 
ly thoſe that vſe them,but ſuch alſoas communicate with 
them therein . Exod. 20. 5. 

3. Becauſethe Lord requireth of vs to ſhew all vtter- 
moſt deteſtation and forſaking of them, both by word 8 
deed, even caſting them away as menſtruous cloths, and 
ſaying vntothem, Get you hence. Z{#. 30. 22, 

4- Becauſe the impoſition & obſervation of the things 
aforclayd, is not onely vpon the Miniſters, but vpon the 

cople alſo, & that both in their own perſons and in their 
children. And why ſhould not the people alwel as the 
Miniſters ſtand faſt in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath 
made them free, and not be intangled agayne with the 
yoke of bondage? Ca), x. 1, 

5.Becauſe the Lord hath not required this at our hands, 
that we ſhould ſerve him by ſuch a Miniſterie and Mini- 
tration . F/#. 1. r2. 

6. And finally, becauſe the Lord hath ſtraitly enjoyned 
vs to fortake all humane deviſes in his worſhip, and not 

N 2 at 
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at all to partake with any ofthe ſinnes of Babylon. Dev. 
g-chap. Rev, 18,4. aud 22.18.19, Of which fort, both 
they and we have proved that theſe are: as may be ſeen 
in their books and ours written hereabout . And thus 
much ofthe Propoſition. 


The Aſſumption is proved by Mr Bradſh. in his Twelve 
Arguments, by the London Miniſters in their Exceptrons, 
and by the Lincolnethire Miniſters in their Abridgement 
of the Book delivered to his Mateſty: pe. 2-79. &c, compa- 
red with the Canons of Anas 1603, ©. The Arguments & 
other Treatiſes of the Miniſters, ſhew the nature and vſe 
of the things enioyned to be of ſuch conſequence . The 
Canons of the Convocation and other Lawes and con- 
ſtitutions of their Church, ſhew that the Miniſters are 
bound to ſuch a Miniſtration : And that vpon payne of 
ſuſpenſion, deprivation, degradation, excommunicati- 
®Remvasl of ON, &C. 
Imput of De- Wherevpon ſome of them have written, that * xc: 
Yor & Cor%- Paul himſelf, if he Were living, (hould be permitted to con. 
wall Mini, _. , j . - 

- 4, tinue his funition , it he Would not contorme: And, * the Whole 
Mr Brad/h. Solemne Worſ hip and Mintierie of leſus mui? (loupe and yeeld 
gum, 11 to theſe; And theſe mnit not foupe or yeeld ro them, Which 

howlocyer they apply moſt vnto their Ceremonies, yer 
the grounds of their Arguments imply it alſo vpon 
their Miniſtery, and vpon the partakers there- 
with: as may appcare by that which 
hath ben ſayd before;& which 
hereafter followeth. 
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to the Parliament, written by the Preachers 
ſeeking reformation, 


T the Ofices of the Archbiſhops , © Archdeacons, Lordbiſ hops, 
Suffraganes, Parſons, Vicars, Pariſh prie#ts, Stipendaries, and 
the reſt of that fort in the Church of Enzland, be antichriitian oy 
contrarie to the Scriptures: thenthe people of God may not heare 
or otherwiſe partake With their Miniterie in the Worſhip of God. 

But the Offices of the Archbiſhops, _Archdeacons, Lord- 
biſhops, Sufſraganes, Parſons, Vicars, Pariſh priefts, Stipendaries, 
and the reſt of that ſort in the Church of England, are Amichri« 
#ian and contrarie to the Striptures. 

Therefore the people of God may not heave or othermiſe par. 
tale With their Miniſtery in the Worſhip of God , 


The Propoſition needs no proof. For what communi- 
on hath light with darknes * And what concord hath 
Chriſt with Bclial? 2 Coy, 6, 14--17, Rev; 14+ 9--12. 4nd 
1f, 4. 4nd 22.18. 19, 

1he Aſſumption is their owne ſaying, and their plea 

for reformation many yeares fince. tAdmonition io 

the Parliam, treatiſe, 1.4nd 2. ſeftion, 14.18. 
20. Foe 
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The fift Argument , taken out of the Offer of Conference 
or diſputation, tendered by ſome of the ſilenced & de- 
prived Minilters,to the Archbiſhops and Biſhops, &c. 
} is theſe Propoſirions be true , 1. That all matters meerly Fc. 
cleſia/licall, Which are 1aofully impoſed wpon any Church, are 
fach as may be concluded neceſſarily from the Written Word of” 
God; 2, That all humane Ordinances vſed oncly or feoeh in 
Gods Worſhip, Whetevnto they are not meceſſarte of themſelves, 
are ſimply vnlawtnll; 3. That every true viſible Church of 
Chriſt is ſuch a ſpirituall Body politick, as is (pectally inſtituted by 
Chriit or hu Apoſtles inthe NewTe#ament: 4. That eve- 
ry true viſible Church of Chriſt or ordinary Aſſembly of the 
Faithfull, hath by Chriſts ordinance power in it ſelf, immediate- 
ly vader Chri#t, toeleft and ordeqne, deprive and depoſe their 
Miniſters,& to execute all other Eccleſia#ticall Cenſures: 5.That 
the Paſtor of a particular Congregation ts the higheſt ordinary tc- 
cleſcaſticall Officer in any true conftitured viſible Church of 
Chriſf: 6. That it is the Office of every true Paitor toteach 
and to governe ſpiritually onely one Church or Congregation im- 
meadiately under Chriit: #57. That the Office & Calling of 
Provinciall and Dioceſan Prelates is contrary to the Word of God: 
If (1fay) theſe Propoſitions be true, then it is not lawfull to hear 
or have any ſpirituall communion With the preſent Miniſtery of the 
Church: rs of Eneland. 
But the Propoſitions aforeſaid ave true. 
Thereſore it is not lantulto heare or have any ſpirituall com- 
munion With the preſent Miniferie of the Church-aſſemblies of 
England. 


The Majoris of neceſſary conſequence, and notto be 


genyed: 1. Becauſe their Eccleſiaſticall matters Conlti- 
tutions 


Aeainſt the Minift. of Engl. To3 
tutions Offices & Miniſtration, called intoqueſtion,can- 
not be concluded from the written word of God ; but are 
Humane Ordinances, never inſtituted by Chriſt or his 
Apoſtles : And therefore are vnlawfullto be received or 
bowed vnto in Gods worſhip , Exod. 20. 4. 5,4nd 23. 13. 
24. Dent. 12. 28---32, 2 Cor. 6. 14---17. 17Tim, 5.22. and 
6. 13.14. Inude, ver. 3. & 23. Rev.22.18. 19. 

2. Becauſe by the conſequence of theſe Propoſitions, 
they have not in their eſtate eyther true Churches or true 
Miniſters. And with falſe Churches and falſe Miniſters, 
we may not have any ſpirituall communion. Hof. 4. 15. 
Amos. 4.4.5. oh. 10. 5. Reve. 14. 9--12. and 18. 4.5. 

3- Neyther can it be but that ſuch practiſe muſt needs 
imply in them which doit,that eyther they hold the Pro- 
poſitions aforeſayd to be falſe ( which they averr to be 
true) orat leaſt that they walk corruptly & halt between 
two opinions , 1 Kim. 18,21, 


The Minor is profeſſed and publiſhed by themſelves, 
and offered to be mainteyned againſt the Archbiſhops 
and Biſhops and all their adherents, by the late filenced 
and deprived Miniſters in England. Offer of Conference, 

ag. I. 2, 
8 Where alſo note, how themſelves hold it lawfull,ypon 1 
the Prelates proceedings,that * both the Miniſters and peo- "Offer of Cones || 
ple of the Church-aſſemblies of England may leave their ordinarie ference, pag. | 

fanding in thoſe Churches, Which if it prove not 3.9% 
a lawfull ſeparation like ours, 
it wilbe found to be a 
very ſchiſme among 
themſelves. 
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The fixt Argument, taken out of divers Treatiſes written in 
behalt of che Miniſters-of Devonſhire, Cornwall, Lin- 
colnthire &c. alſo out of the Admonitions to the Par- 
liamer,& out of Mr Cartwrights,Mr Vdals, Mr lacobs, 
& other of their books, Written of like argument, 


TC 


_ 


T theſe Aſſertions be true, 1, That that Church-caliing tor 
which the Scripture geveth no expreſſe Warrant, is meerly Ve 
ſwped & witerly unlanfull 2, That as it is not lawful to bring in 
any ſtraunge aoftrine, ſo is it not laWfull to reach the true 
dottrine , vnder the name of any other tunition then t« mn{tituted 
by God; And, that God hath not onely ordeyned that the Word 
ſhould be preached, but hath ordeyned alſo in What order and by 
Whom it ſhould be preached: 3. That the Wordof God contey- 
wed in the Writings of the Prophets and Apoitles, is of abſointe 
pertettion , given by Chriſt the head of the Church, to be wnto 
the ſame, the ſole Canon and rule of all matters of Religion , and 
#he Worſ hip and ſervice of God Whatever : And that Whatſo- 
ever aone inthe ſame ſervice and Worſhip cannot be iuitityed by 
the ſaid Word, is vplanfull: 4, That 4 true viſible Church is 
a company of n#n, ordinarily ioyning together inthe true Worſnip 
of God: And, that all ſuch Churches and Congregations, commu- 
eating after that maner together , in divine Worſhip, are in 
all ecileſiaſticall matters equall,and of the ſame poWer and autho- 
nity, and that by the Word and will of God they ought to have the 
fame ſpiritual priviledges, prerocatives, officers, adminirations, 
orders, and Formes of divine Worſhip: 5. That every efta- 
bl; ſhed Church oy C ongregation owght to have thoſe fpirituall of - 
firers and Miniſters Which are entoyned by Chriſt in the new 
Te//ament,and aoother: 6. That the ground of Church-20- 
vernment, the Kingly tuition of Chrif?, Who # the Head of the 
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Church, and Whom it properly concernes to make lawes by Which 
to eoverne the Church, 57, That the Stripture hath detive- 
red anexact plattorme of Pollicte for the Houſe of God Which ts the 
Church: And,The Word of God deſeribeth perfitly unto vs, that 
form of governing the Church W® 15 lanful;& the off icers that are 
to execute the ſame ; from the Which no Chriſtian Church ought 
10 ſwarve, Y. That the forme of Church: governement in En- 
eland is an Humane ordinice; yea C& the very ſame,by Which An- 
tichriit roſe vnto h1s zntollerable Tyranny tn Gods Church, g.That 
it robbeth the Church of la\wtull Paſors, Elderi, and Deacons, 
10. That Dioceſan Biſ hops have not any place nor part at all in 
any true and proper viſible Church of Chrift, 11. Thatit & 
the naturall and immutable office of a Paitor both to Teach and to 
Governe (With the aſfiſtance of other Elders )his owne flock, 12. 
That the right & true Diſcipline Eccleſiafticall in each proper Viſee 
ble Church, ts one mayne part of the ordinarie meanes of ſalvats. 
#n appointed by God for every ſoule : and that this inthe Church 
of England is viterly Wanting, 13. That Dioceſan Biſhops, 
- ty ( by neceſſarie conſequence) deny Chriſt the Saviowr to 
be our intire and pertef? Prophet and ſpirituall King ( by taking 
away from him ſome proper parts of his Propheticall and Kingly 
Offices )., impuene the Foundation of ſaving faith, and are contra- 
rie to-Gods Word, 214. That Chrift is the onely teacher of hls 
Church, and appointer of all meanes Whereby We { hould be taught 
and admoniſhed of any holy dutie,cy Whatſoever he hath thought 
good toreach hu Church, and the meanes Whereby, he hath 
perfitly ſer downe in the holy Scriptures , ſo that to acknowledge 4- 
ny 0: her meanes of teaching and admoni{ hing vsot our duty then 
uch as he hath appointed, 1s torecerve another teacher into the 
the Church beſides him, and to confcſſe ſome imper fettion in thoſe 
weanes he hath ordeyned to teach vs by: Tf theſe Aſſertions 
(1 faq) be true ghen is it vnlanfull ts have communion With the 
preſem Miniitery of the CR of Eneland, 
Br 


06 The foxt Argument 
But the foreſaid Aſſirtions are true : 
Therefore it i* vnlawf'ull to have communi »n With the preſent 


CMinifterie of the Church-aſemblies of England. 


The Propoſition agreeth with that of the former Ar. 
gument, and addeth weight vnto it . For, beſides that 
whichthere is ſayd,it cannot ſtand with the Homage due 
ynto Chriſt the King and Head of the Church; with the 
found acknowledgement of the ſufficiency ot the Scrip- 
ture & word of God; with the carefull viing of the means 
of ſalvation appointed by God for every foule; with the 
faithfull renouncing of all humane ordinances in Gods 
worſhip , and vtter deteſtation of Antichriſt, &c.rto have 
comunion with the Miniſterie of the Church-aſſemblics 
of England: feing they are not lawfull Paſtors or Mini- 
ſters, having the naturall and immurable Offices appoin- 
ted by Chriſt, nor performing the worſhip of God accor. 
ding to the Canon of his word; but ſtand in ſubiefion 
to Provinciall and Dioceſan Biſhops, receiving their Mi- 
niſtery from them, and executing it vnder them , who 
are contrary to'Gods word, and againſt the Prophecy & 
Kingdome of leſus Criſt: &c. So as to heare and com+ 
AMunicate with their Miniſtery, were to worthip God af. 
ter an valawfull maner, and to acknowledge other offices 
and meanes of reaching and governing the Church,then 
ſuch as Chriſt hath appointed: and conſequently to re- 
ceive an other Teacher & King into the Church beſides 
hin, and to confeſſes ſome imperteRion in thoſe offices 
and ncanes which he hath ordeyned to teach & governe 


vs by. &c, 


The Aſſumption is their owne, acknowledged & CON 


firmed by theaxtlves in divers of their books : Nam fly, 
The 


Mc. Re -—_ LEY ww 5 PIT 


L Aeainft the Miniſ?. of Engl. T7 
The Removal! of certaine Imputations layd «pon the MiniFersof 
Devon: and Cornwall, pag. 22. 39. T.C. reply, 1, Pag, $3» 
Engliſh Puritaniſme, p.1.5.6.12.13. 244 The Demonſ(rat.of 
Diſcipl. pag 1. Admontt, to the Parljam. treatiſe, 1. 4142. Sere 
mon on Rom. 12. pag. 36. 37, My lacobs Reaſons proving ne- 
ceſdity of reforming the Churches in Eneland, pag. 33. 35+ SI. $2» 
53. The Abridgement of the Book delivered to his Mateſfy bythe 
Linxolnſ hire AMiniſt: pag. 31, 32477. 78. ©: 


And let it here be obſerved, that although the caſe be 
thus cleare, by their owne writings,againſt their Church 


and Miniſtery: yet * they ceaſe not to impute ſ{chiſme vn- ,,,,, ... 
to vs for _— from them in ſuch cſtate; they pre- London Mini 
tend that the mayne cauſe of our ſeparation,ts becauſe of theiy Ce- _ F _— . 
remonies, they hold and plead that the Churches of Enzland, \,, Hiller, 
as they be eHabliſ hed by publik Authority , are true viſible Chur- Mr Stones, 


ches of Chriſt ; and that their Minifers, are faithtull Paftoys, er: wri- 


rg, Oc 


and true Minifters of Chrift, &c. Accuſations, pretences, 
opinions and pleas, thar ſort very ill with their Propoſi- 
tions and Afertions: andare ſo much the more ſtraunge 
in them, as they have, beſides all the former Poſitions & 
many other the like, affirmed expreſflely, that chey lack 
both aright Miniferie of God, & a right governm of hi Church 
according to the Scriptures, that they have an Antichrifttan hie- 
rarchie; & a Leiturgy culled & picked out of the Popiſh dunghil 
the Maſſebook fullof all abominationt, and that the controverſie 
betwixt the Prelates & them, not tor 4 cap a tippet or a ſurplus, 
but for greater matters concerning a true Miniſterie and Regs= 
ment of the Church according to the Ward. Which being once e- 


ftabliſhed, the other melt aWay of themſelves, Admon, t0 


the Parliam, treatiſe, 1. & 2. 
Thus have they written and judged themſelves here- 
tofore. Now if their Church and Muniſtery were altered, 
O z it 


n083 The fixt Argument. 

it would beknowen. But ſeing it is not, hows it that 
they keep not more to the greater matters in controver- 
Ge; bar inſiſt ſo much vpon the leſſer , which would mc 
away of themſelves, ifthe other Were once eftab iſhed? And 
why blame they vs, for ſeparating from their falſe Mini- 
ſerie, vnlawfull worſhip, and Babyloniſh conſtitution 
of their Church? Or why conſider they not, that the 
extentof their Propoſitions and Afſertions reacheth, not 
onely to their Ceremonies, butalſo to their Miniſtery, 
Leiturgie,and Church it ſelf? 

Nowthercfore if they can make to accord together, 
their judgement with thcir practiſe, their writings with 
their walking: it is more thentyme & needtull chat the 
did it, &thatthey did it ſoundly from the word of God, 

For as yet what do they els, but with one mouth both 
bleſſeand curſe; and with the one hand build 
vp that which with the other they 


deſtroy, and ſo make them- 
ſelves treſpaſlers? 
Gal.2.18. 
SES EOS SAS 


The 7. 
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The ſeventh Argument, taken our of Mr Bradſh. 
book aforeſaid: $4z, out of the tenth 
Argument of that Treatiſe, 


| 6 a ſinne againit Chriſt the ſole Head of the Church, to have 
trituall communion With thoſe Minitters, Which inthe 
adminittration of Divine things , do eyther by Word or deed, ſo- 
lemmely proteſſe &yeeld a ſpirituall Homage, to an 1 furped ſpirit» 
tuall amthority in the Charch, 

Bu the Miniſters of the Church-aſſemblies of Fneland, do: 
even in the adminiityation of Divine things, by ſolemne deed, 
rofeſſe and yeeld a ſpirituall Homage, i» the ſprritaall authority 
gf Lord Archbiſ hops and Biſhops , Which s vſwrped. Ergo, 

It s dſnne againſ} Chriſt the ſole head-of the Churih to 
have ſpirituall communton With the Miniſters of the Church 
«//emblies of England. 


The Propoſition may not be gainefaid; For all ſpiritu- 
all power vſurped over the Churches of God, is an An- 
tichriſtian authority, and ro'tommunicate with thoſe 
Miniſters which profeſſe ſpirituall homage therevnto, is 
to communicate with fuch as profeſle ſpiritual homage 
vnto Antichriſt, which muſt needs beafin againſt Chriſt 
the ſole head of the Chutch, *'- | 

The Afſumprion hath two parts: . © | 

I. That the Miniiers of the Church of Fneland do even in 
the admini//ration of Divine things, by ſolemne deed profeſſe and 
geeldaſpiriinall Homage to the ſpirituall amthoritie of Archbiſhops 
and Lord Piſhops. | | TIED 

 Whichis m»ſtevident, becauſe they preachthe word 
and adminiſter the Sacraments by vertue oftheir calling 
received from the' Archbiſhops and Biſhops, who 
give them authority herevnto at their ordination, 
7 O 3 ſaying 


®Baok of orde- 
| rg Priefty 
| fel. 14, 


Pf che Church, and (uch' c the true Chure 
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ſaying to every one of them, * Take rhow anthority to 
preach the Word of God, and to Minifter the holy Sacya- 
ments im the Congregation , Where thou ſhalt be 6 appoin- 
zed : Which things themſelves cannot deny to be 
meer Ecclefiaſticall, Religious and ſpirituall Actions, in- 
joyned among them to be done by offices & callings re- 
ceived from the Prelates Eccleſiaſtical and ſpirituall au- 
thority: Soas the doing of them by vertue thereof,muſt 
needs be aſolemne declaration of fpirituall homage yeel- 
dedtothe ſame authority. 


3. The ſecondpart ofthe Aſſumption is: That the au- 
thority of their Lord © Archbiſhops and Biſhops ts an wſarped au- 
ehority. The confirmation whereof, Mr Bradfh. f(etterl 
downe in theſe words following: 


This is ſufficiently proved of late by Mr Zaceb, inhis 1. Aſſertion by 
many reaſons. -; Onely becauſe the weight of the Argumeat leanerh 
vpon it, I will vſc one Reaſon. | | 


Thoſe Officers & Rulers in the Church that male claime to be of 


Divine inſtitution, thalenge to themſelves Apoitolicall authority 
end iurifdiction as the onely Suceeſſours of th: Apoſtles, to ſit 
ones in Maſes charre; ;To have ſole power of the Keyes, To cut 
from the wiſible Church, and' receive agaipe : To have power of 
creating & diſplacing all orhey eccleſiaiticall officers , To be the 

Vniverſall Paitors of Whole Dakedomes and Kingdomes , vnder 

Whom all other Paitoys are as Curates, &fc. And yet for all this, 

are ſach as land and are ſupported onely by bumane Traditions & 

Ceremonies, ſuch a4 a truill Magiſtrate je i Wrthout ſinne, put out 

s of God may renounce 


(and yet continue tbe xrue C hurch) as Amtichriitian Vſurpers & 


ſpirituall Tyrants: (Ifay) all jrch Officers and Rulers exerciſe an 


w/urped anthorizien rhe Church: 


But 


eo _ 
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Arai? hearing the ini. of Fog 
But our Archbiſhops & Biſ hops are ſuch Rulers 4nd Officers 48 


are ?foreſrid, Ergo, 
They execute an Vjurped pewer aver the Church. 


The Propoſition may eaſily be iuſtified. For if inferiour officers, 
v.42, Paſtors of particular Congregations, have had & may have firme 
contuuance in the Church, without theſe humane deviſes and invent» 
ons; It che Magiſtrate cannot without finn put them our of the Church; 
And if thoſe can be no true Churches that renounce to have particular 
Paſtours and Miniſters over them, it muft much more hold in tuch 
Church-ofbcers and Rulers as thele are , it their authority be lawfull & 
good: For whileſt the Apoſtles lived, they needed not avy humane 
Tradi:ions and deviſes to ſupport their authority : The Magiltraces that 
ſought ro put them downe finned with a high hand: And that was no 
Church, that renounced and diſclaimed theur Office, Authoritic and 
Iucitdiction, | x 


The Aſſumption is as eafily juſtified, For r. they make claime & 
Title to all thoſe Prerogatives before rehearſed in the firſt part of the 
Propoſition,and vnto more then that,as ſhalbe proved ifit be denied. 

2. Itis an Embleme of their owne NO CEREMPNIE, NO B/SHOP, 
Ergo, No humane Trad: tion and Invention, no Ergo, The office of 
a Biſhop is. ſupported by/them eyther onelp6r ſpecially. 

3- Their Eccleſiaſticall luriſdiGtion is derived from the King, els it 
is a flat deniall of his Supremacie. Alſo themſelves graunr in their laſt 
Tables of Diſcipline , Thar the King hath power to increaſe or diminiſh 
the Circuit of a Biſhoprick: That he may make two or more Biſhop- 
ricks of one, & one Biſhoprick to be ewo or more : Yea what ſhould 
hinder bur that he may divide the Biſhoprick of London into 800. For 
where God hath not defined the number of Pariſhes that a Biſhop is 
eo reign over, it muſt needs be a thing indiffereor: In which by their 
owne Dotrines the King hath authority withour finne, to diſpoſe. 1f 
therefore the King may as well (notwithſtanding any thing in the Law 


of God) give the Keyes ofthe Church to everie particular Paſtour of a * 


Congregation , over his owne Congregation, as to a Biſhop overa Di- 
oceſſe, which taketh away the very Eſſence ofan Engliſh Biſhop, He 
may without finne rake away the very Office of the Biſhop, which con- 
{iAs in havioguriſdition over many Congregations, &c. 

#- There is no rrue & ſober Chriſtians but will ay that the Chur- 
ches of Scorlawd, Frawnee, the low Countries, and other places (that re- 
Bounce ſuch Archbithops and Biſhops (as ours are) as Antichriltian & 
vſurping Prelates ) aretrue Churches of God: Which they could nor 
de, it the authoritie and prerogatives they claime to themlelycs, _ 
© 
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of Chriſt ,and not vſurped, Forifit were the ordinance of Chrift Te- 
ſus, thar in every Kiugdome , that Feceiyeth the Goſpel, there ſhould 
be one Archbiſhop over the whole Kingdome: One Biſhop over ma- 
ny hundred Paſtors in a Kingdome, andall they inveſted with that au- 
thority andjuriſdiftion Apoſtolicall which they claime wwre Dovino, ra 
be due vneo them, and to:refidein them, by the ordinance of Chriſt, 
certainely that Church that thould renounce and diſclaime ſuch an au- 
thority, ordeyned in the Church, cannoc be atrue Church but a Syna- 
gogue of Sathan. For they that ſhould-renounce and deny ſuch, muſt 
needs therein reaqunce and deny Chrilt himſelf, Thus the Aſlump- 
tion 1s cleared. may 


And thus the cauſeis yeelded; by themſelves: who 

In their owne writings ſpeak andrealon in ſitch ſoit, as 

hath ben ſhewed. Which I thought good thus co ap- 

ply to their preſent eſtate, 8 further manifeſtation of the 

truth. And thus much c6ocerning theſe Argumets & Rea- 

ſons. Which now I leave to the conlideration of all thar 

are of judgementand conſcience: exhorting them as they 

wTheſ. 5.27, fovethe truth and their owne good, to. try all things by 

za. 19.59 the word of God, to conſider their wayes, and to turn 
their feet into his teſtimonies. ' 

AndI pray the Lord God of all glorie and goodnes, 
todiſcover and conſume the apoſtalie of Antichriſt dai- 
ly moreand more ; to make the light and power of the 
Goſpell of Chriſt ſhine forth and prevaile againſt all enc- 
mies and hinderances; 8 to give his people of all eſtates 

. and nations to walk in the light and comfort thereof, to 
9 the praiſe of his Name, and eternall life, by Telus Chriſt: 
| whois God overall bleſſed forever, Amen. 


em —_ 


ha. 


ler. 50.,.2.9. 
behe mighty Call together*many againſt Babel, all that bend the bow, befiege her round 
about , let there be no eſcaping for her : rec © her according to her work, 
according to all that ſhe hath done, do wnto her : for ſhe hath ben provude &- 
$4inft the Lord, agamft the holy one of 1ſrael. 
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